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Charging for School Activities Policy

Rationale

Moor Row Primary School is committed to providing the best possible education for every individual child.  This education includes a varied programme of visits and activities which aim to enrich the curriculum.  As a school, we will ensure that our procedures and polices for the funding of such activities allow maximum benefit for the maximum number of children.

Aims

Moor Row Primary School aims to ensure that:

· All children should experience equality of opportunity in their access to the curriculum and our programme of enrichment and enhancement.

· No children will be deprived of educational opportunities, purely through inability to pay.

Guidelines/Procedures
During the school day
All activities that relate to the National Curriculum plus religious education will be provided free of charge.  This includes any materials, equipment and transport to take children between the school and the activity.

When organising school trips or visits to enrich the curriculum and the educational experience of the children, the school may invite parents to contribute to the cost.  All contributions are voluntary but we will encourage contributions. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may be forced to cancel a trip.  If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution.  We do not treat these children differently from any others.

If a parent wishes to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity.  Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit.  Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded.  The school provides this information on request.

The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the school, which require voluntary contributions from parents.  This list is not exhaustive:

· visits to museums;

· sporting activities;

· outdoor adventure activities;

· visits to or by a theatre company;

· curriculum field trips;

· musical events.
Optional activities outside of the school day
The school has a thorough programme of after-school activities throughout the year.  Most of the time, these activities are led by members of school staff who give their time voluntarily so no charges are incurred.  On occasions, we may employ the services of other professional or agencies e.g. a qualified FA Coach to lead football coaching after school.  In the event of this, we may make a small charge for these sessions to contribute towards the costs.

Residential Visits
Where a residential activity is classed as taking place largely during school time, no charge will be made for the educational element of the visit or the travel.  However, charges will be made to cover the board and lodgings element of the visit, except for those parents who are in receipt of qualifying state benefits.  In order to make up the shortfall in overall charges, the school will ask parents to make a voluntary contribution.  No child will be denied the opportunity of attending a residential if the parents do not wish to or cannot contribute voluntarily. However, it is possible that unless sufficient voluntary contributions are received to cover the cost, the residential activity will not go ahead.
Where a residential activity is classed as taking place largely outside of school time, charges will be made for the educational element of the visit and the travel.  Appropriate charges will also be made for board and lodgings. When such activities are arranged parents will be told how the charges were calculated.
Music Tuition
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum.  We do not charge for this. There may be a charge for individual or small-group music tuition, since this is an additional curriculum activity, and not part of the National Curriculum.  These individual or small-group lessons are taught by peripatetic music teachers.  We can make a charge for these lessons, but parents in receipt of state benefits may be exempt from payment.  We give parents information about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year.
Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Key Stage 1 and 2 and try to ensure that all children are able to swim a minimum of 25 metres before leaving the school.  These take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum.  We therefore make no charge for this activity.  However, we may ask for a contribution towards transport costs when school budget funds are limited.
School Budget
At the beginning of each academic year, if the delegated budget allows, the Governing Body will allocate a sum of money for the purpose of subsidising activities which enhance and enrich the curriculum.  This money is used, at the discretion of the head teacher, to subsidise school trips and visits for all children, as well as residential visits.  Within this budget, there is scope for the head teacher to exercise her discretion and waiver charges for any activity that we would normally expect to receive a payment for and to offer additional subsidy for residential visits.  This discretion is to support families who are experiencing acute financial hardship.  The head teacher also has the discretion to use pupil premium funding for those pupils who are receipt of this additional allocation.
Childcare 
Moor Row Primary School provides childcare before and after school for parents who require this, particularly those with work commitments.  The charges for the academic year 2017-18 are set out below.  All fees must be paid in advance.
Breakfast Club:  £2 per day           7.45am until 8.45am
After School Club:  £2 per hour           3.15pm until 5.15pm
Monitoring and Review

The Governing Body is responsible for the monitoring and review of this policy.  It is a statutory policy so will be reviewed annually.

