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WHAT ARE SATS?

SATs are tests given to children at the end of KS1 and the end of 
KS2. They are used to assess the children’s knowledge of the 
curriculum and provide extra evidence for teacher assessment at 
the end of the year.

The KS1 SATs consist of 2 mathematics papers (arithmetic and 
reasoning) and 2 reading papers.



WHEN DO SATS TAKE PLACE?

The testing period for KS1 SATs is the whole of May. 

The SATs tests will run across all 4 weeks of May, so PLEASE ensure 
your child is in school every day. This will give us opportunity to 
give the children the time they need to complete the tests.



MATHS PAPER 1 - ARITHMETIC

The first maths paper the children encounter is arithmetic. This tests 
their mathematical fluency with calculations. 

The children are allowed to calculate mentally or draw visual 
representations to help them answer questions, but they are not 
allowed to use practical resources  (cubes, diennes, numicon etc.) 
during the test.

Here are some examples of questions from a past arithmetic 
paper:









MATHS PAPER 2 - REASONING

The second maths paper the children will complete is reasoning. 
This tests their ability to reason and problem solve within a 
mathematical context. 

Again, the children are allowed to calculate mentally or draw 
visual representations to help them answer questions, but they are 
not allowed to use practical resources during the test.

Here are some examples of questions from a past reasoning 
paper:









MATHS PAPERS

The children have been working on the Year 2 maths curriculum 
throughout the year. They should have a secure method to add, 
subtract, multiply and divide. This may be calculating mentally or 
drawing a picture to show. 

Here are some examples of methods the children have been taught 
to visualise the calculations:



54 + 33 = 



5 x 10 = 



38 – 21 = 



READING PAPER 1 – SHORTER PAPER

The first reading paper consists of texts split into short pieces of 
text. Each part of the text is accompanied by a set of questions 
relevant to that section. 

The children read the small section of writing then answer the 
questions on that page. These questions will test different skills –
word reading, inference etc. – and can be multiple choice or 
word/sentence questions.

Here are some examples of questions from a Reading paper 1:







READING PAPER 2 – LONGER PAPER
The second reading paper consists of 2 longer pieces of text and 
questions about each.

The children read the whole of the text before answering a series 
of questions about it. This obviously requires much more stamina 
than Paper 1 and the children must be able to retain 
approximately where abouts in the text the answer is.

Here are some examples of questions from a past Reading paper 
2:











WHAT INFORMATION HAVE THE CHILDREN HAD?
In school we have been careful to talk to the children about the tests in a way 
which would avoid causing them undue worry or put unneccesary pressure on 
them.

The children are aware that the tests are taking place and we have talked 
about why were are doing them and what it will be like. They have also taken 
part in mock SATs using papers from 2016 and 2017 to see the classroom set 
up differently and how they might be sitting. They are aware of the rules e.g. 
no talking etc. and have happily complied with these during our practise 
sessions. As well as the practise tests, we have been using SATs questions 
during maths and reading lessons so the children are used to the style and 
layout. After completing their papers we have gone through them together to 
have another go to find a suitable method to work out the answer.

None of the children have come to me with any concerns but please speak to 
me if your child does so I can address any worries with the class.



HOW ARE THE SATS SCORED?

For each set of tests (maths papers 1 + 2 and reading papers 1 + 
2), the children will receive a raw score. This will be converted into 
a ‘scaled score’ to give an overall mark. Some of the test questions 
will be worth 1 mark and some are worth 2.

Whilst we can use the test as evidence, the SATs are not used to 
judge your child’s overall achievements during this school year. Their 
end of year attainment will be based on teacher assessment. The 
SATs tests can be used to inform these judgements but are definitely 
not the only evidence we will use!



WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFORMATION?

• School – speak to myself or Mrs Howell if you have any questions after this 
presentation

• http://www.gov.uk/STA - this is the official government website link for information 
about the SATs tests. There is an information leaflet for parents on there, and also 
videos about the tests.

http://www.gov.uk/STA


ANY QUESTIONS?


