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Policy on Charging 

Education

Within the framework of the Education Act 1996 no charge can be made for admitting pupils to maintained schools or education within school hours.  This includes materials, equipment and transport provided in school hours.  School hours are those hours when the school is in session and do not include the break in the middle of the day.

Optional Extras
Parents can only be charged for activities that happen outside school hours.  Optional extras are:

· Activities are not a necessary part of the national curriculum or do not form part of the school’s basic curriculum for religious education or are an essential part of the syllabus for an approved examination.
· Examination entrance fees where the pupils have not been prepared or the examinations in school

· Transport (other than home to school transport)

· Board and lodging for a pupil on a residential visit

· Extended day services offered to pupils e.g. cranes Breakfast and After School Club.
Residential Visits
No charge may be made for residential visits deemed to be within school hours and meeting the needs of the national curriculum, or the syllabus for religious education or an approved examination. However, a charge for board and lodging can be made except for pupils whose parents are receiving:

· Universal credit in prescribed circumstances
· Income Support

· Income –based Jobseeker’s allowance 

· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· Child Tax Credit (Providing they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income, assessed by the Inland Revenue below the £16,190 for the year 2014-2015, or the current equivalent)

· Guarantee element of Pension Credit.
· Income related Employment and Support Allowance 
Optional visits outside school hours can be charged in full.

Voluntary Contributions

The Education Act 1996 does however allow schools to ask for voluntary contributions from parents or guardians within an agreed policy.  The Governing Body has therefore agreed the following:

· Voluntary contributions can be invited from parents or guardians towards the cost of school visits or activities which are related to the life and work of the school.  Such contributions will be genuinely voluntary and no child whose parents or guardian feel unable to contribute will be treated differently from those where contributions have been made.

· Parents and guardians not wishing to make a voluntary contribution in whole or in part, but wishing their child to be included, must inform the class teacher who will treat any such approach in confidence.

· School visits and activities will be planned in advance and, if sought, voluntary contributions will usually be invited through letters to parents or guardians. The letter will outline the proposed activity, the cost, the educational value and its relationship to the school syllabus.  The permitted charge should not exceed the actual cost. It may include an allowance for the costs of members of staff from the school who supervise the activity, provided those members of staff have been given a separate contract to provide the optional extra.

· If insufficient voluntary contributions are received and the trip is considered by the head teacher not to be financially viable, the trip will be cancelled and any monies received will be returned.

· An annual voluntary contribution will be sought to cover some of the running costs of the school minibus.
Music Tuition

Although, in general, all education during school hours must be free, instrumental and vocal music tuition is an exception to that rule.  Charges can be made for vocal or instrumental tuition provided either individually or in a group, provided that the tuition is provided at the request of the pupil’s parent.  Charges may not exceed the cost of the provision, including the cost of the staff who provide the tuition.
Information on the school’s charging policy will be included in the school prospectus.

Agreed by the Governing Body on …Spring 2018………

Signed…………………………………     

Date:…………………..                 

Chairman of the Governing Body
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