Reception Autumn term 1
Welcome!
We are nearly at the end of our first full week together and your children
have been brilliant! We are really proud of how quickly they have settled
in and how well they are getting used to their new routines.
The door opens at 8.50am: your child can then hang up their coat and put
their book bag in the drawer. You are welcome to come into class, but
experience has shown that it is best not to linger too long. Please be
assured that if your child is upset, or has not settled within a reasonable
period of time, we will contact you by telephone.
In a few weeks, when we believe the children have settled into their
morning routine, we will ask for you to drop them at the door in a
morning and they will independently enter school with their new found
independence straight into dancing to ‘Go Noddle’.
School ends at 3.15pm and you will be able to collect your child from the
playground. We will hold the children under the pergola and release them
one at a time once we have seen the allocated person picking them up.
Please be patient with us in the first few weeks until we have recognised
who is going with who. We must see every child go to an allocated
adult. Children who will be attending afterschool club will wait in the
classroom for their play worker.
Please let us know if somebody different is picking your child up or if they
are going home with another parent etc. The big gate will be closed at
9.00am and 3.30pm. Please don’t allow your child to climb on the
equipment in our outside area before and after school for health
and safety reasons.

Topic ‘Ourselves’ and learning through play
Our topic this half term is ‘Ourselves’. We will listen to lots of stories about
families, going to school and staying fit and healthy. The children will have
opportunities to talk about their own families or interests in small groups with
the ‘Talking Treasure Boxes’ you have kindly provided.
In the mark making area, they will have opportunities to mark make with
different media. They may draw a picture of their families and friends and have
a go at labelling who is who. In the painting area, we are focussing on mixing
the primary colours together and finding out what happens. Also the children will
be mark making with brushes and printing using hands and fingers or objects:
their artwork will be displayed on the walls.
We will talk a little bit about our bodies - naming the parts of the body - and
how to keep and stay healthy by exercising and eating and drinking the right
sorts of food. Singing songs about these topics is a great way to learn: for
example: ‘Head, shoulders knees and toes’.
A lot of this learning will take place through play, indoors and outdoors, which
enhances social, emotional, personal and physical learning experiences and your
child will have a chance to be creative alongside others and on their own.
They will be observed in their play activities, investigating and solving problems
as part of our continuous assessment and learning process. Listening to their
thoughts enables us to discover your child’s individual interests and how they
learn.
They will be given time to be independent learners and have control over their
direction of interest. As they develop confidence, they learn to make decisions
and choices. This will provide your child with a sense of satisfaction as they take
ownership of their learning.
Communication Language and Literacy
We will be starting our daily Read Write Inc phonics programme this term, which
the children will really enjoy. Each week we will look at different letters and the
sounds they make. This information will be added to the Reception School Jotter
page soon. We will then move on to blending these sounds to make words. A
few short workshops to help parents’ understanding of phonics and how children
learn to read will be held one afternoon straight after school: look out on the
‘School Jotter’ App on the Reception link for dates. The first workshop will be
Monday 8th October.
P.E
PE is normally on Thursdays and Fridays. P.E kits should be labelled and need to
stay in school on your child's peg for the half term. Please encourage
independence when dressing and undressing at home. Your child will also need
to be able to put on their coat and zip it up by themselves - the cold weather is
nearly here! Thank you for your support with this.

Parents’ workshops
You are invited to attend a short workshop with your child straight after school
on Monday 8th October. The children will work with me to show you what they
have been learning. This will enable you to support your child at home, as a
strong partnership with home and school will benefit your child enormously. Your
child is welcome to stay as they will be involved in the workshop.
Parents Evening
Monday 22nd October 3.30-8.00pm and Tuesday 23rd October 3.30-5.30pm.
Appointments are made online at:
www.netherthong.parentseveningsystem.co.uk. You will be advised when the
system is made live.
Cooking
We will begin cooking every week with the children, which will provide them with
so many skills and learning opportunities. In order to do this activity, we would
really appreciate a voluntary contribution of £15 for the year to cover the cost of
ingredients etc. If this could be brought to school as soon as possible, that would
be great and we can start cooking!
Thank-you to those who have already brought their money.
Other useful information
Reading
Your child will shortly be bringing home a library book to share with you. They
can keep the book for up to two weeks. Once we are further into our phonics
programme and your child is blending little sounds together to make words, we
will then begin to send home a school reading book. Talking about books and
pictures in the books is also a very important part of development for reading
and writing. You will find some books have no words in them, just pictures for
you and your child to make up the story together. It is also great fun!
Reading to your child on a regular basis gives them the best start in many ways.
Volunteers
If yourself or anyone you know can spare an afternoon listening to children
read/blend words on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays starting after half term
this would be fantastic and will benefit the children enormously. Sessions start
from 1.20-3.15pm.
Also if anyone would like to work with the children on the creative table on a
morning session from 9.15 to 10.15am on a Monday or Tuesday again we would
love to hear from you. I will set up the activities we just need someone to help
and talk to the children about the tasks.
Please come and see us if you are interested as you will need to fill in a DBS
form from the office and need to read a copy of our volunteers in school policy.

Netherthong Primary School Web page
You will find lots of useful information on the school web page and ‘School Jotter’
App (please download). It has our regularly updated calendar, weekly Blogs on
the Reception Link, newsletters, long term plans, topic letters, numicon printout
sheets and information on how to help your children at home. Also there is a
copy of the end of year expectations for the EYFS for you to have a look at. This
is important for you to read to see where your child needs to be aiming for by
the end of the year. Please be aware that all children learn at different speeds.
Cutting and Sticking
If you have any empty small boxes or tubes etc please bring them in to school
for our cutting and sticking area. Thank you.
Water Bottles
Please could your child bring a named water bottle in to school every day with
fresh water. We have boxes in the classroom to put them in.
Book bags
Please ensure these are in school every day with your reading books, reading
records and library book when you get them. Most letters are now sent digitally
but you do get the occasional flyers or information letters from us and
homework sheets - maybe number, phonics or a fun task to do at home.
And finally… Please label all clothing, bags and shoes.
Thank-you for your support and we are really looking forward to
working with you in a fun-packed and successful year!
The Reception Team
Mrs Oddy, Mrs Hemingway and Miss Watkins (Wednesday)

