Information about the School Priorities for 2018-19
Each year, in consultation with governors, the school agrees a set of priority
areas to focus on throughout the school year. Invitations to curriculum weeks
often link to these priorities so that parents can see how their children are
learning in particular areas of the curriculum.
This year there are four main priorities –
PRIORITY ONE: Literacy: reading, to promote a love of reading and impact
on reading standards for all children in school
PRIORITY TWO: Literacy : writing, to build on the writing program used in
the last school year and to develop children’s independence and creativity in
their writing
PRIORITY THREE: Numeracy, for all children to be competent and
confident in their use of mental arithmetic skills and to be able to use these
when solving mathematical problems
PRIORITY FOUR: RE and Worship. In the teaching of RE, teachers will use
the Understanding Christianity materials which are an exciting way of teaching
this area of the curriculum. We are also looking forward to engaging our
children in leading and delivering the daily act of worship. We are making
changes to the pattern of worship at the end of each half term to which all our
school families are warmly invited.
Reading
• Children will take part in reading comprehension lessons three times each
week and this will include a range of materials appropriate to their age
group. We aim to develop the children’s comprehension skills as this
impacts on their learning in all areas of the curriculum. Reading
comprehension work will also be sent for homework.
• We are going to create exciting book corners to make spaces which
encourages and engages children in reading. We are planning visit the local
library with all classes during the year.
• We want all children to enjoy reading, both through their individual
reading books and books used as part of the class learning linked to the
current topic or focus; we will be purchasing new books for all year groups
this year and are very grateful to the Friends of Aston parent group who
have agreed to pass on some of the funds raised last year for this purpose.

• We are in the process of banding all the reading books for the children in
F2 to Y3 and as children bring books home parents will notice that the
books have a colour band on or information on the back of the book about
banding.
• All children will bring home a reading record which parents can write in
when they have read with their child at home.
• Parents and grandparents will be invited to a training session in November
to support reading with their child at home and from this session we also
hope that some parents or grandparents may like to volunteer to read with
children in school.
• All staff will be taking part in a reading Inset Day in October where we
will work with an outside provider to support this priority.
Writing
• The “Write Stuff” materials will continue to be used with all our children
but there will be a focus on increasing children’s independence and
creativity in writing.
• Children’s independent writing will be assessed each half term to provide
information for the next steps in their learning.
• In all their writing the children will be helped to understand about the
purpose and audience of each piece of writing to give real meaning to
their work.
• We will be using quality reading books to inspire children in their own
writing and this will link with the reading priority
• We will continue to have high expectations of the children’s handwriting
in all areas of learning and will continue to teach handwriting in all year
groups. Joined handwriting will be taught from the beginning of Y2 and
ink pens will be introduced in Y3.
Mathematics
• The government is introducing another test in 2020. This will be a test for
the Y4 children to test their knowledge of times tables. This will be a
computer based and timed test. This year, Y3 and Y4 will be prepared for
the Y4 times table test; we aim to make sure that our current Y4 children
meet this standard even though they will not be part of this new national
test this year. Times tables will continue to be taught in Y2 so that these
skills can be built on as the children move into KS2.
• There are some changes to the expectations for end of KS1 maths; these
raised expectations will be planned for in the Y1 and Y2 teaching and
parents will be updated on these at the Year Two parents’ meeting in the
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autumn term. Similarly, Year Six parents will be informed of the end of
KS2 expectations at the parents meeting in the autumn term.
Mental and oral skills will form part of the daily morning work for Y1
upwards; this includes all operations so that children are “keeping their
skills on the boil” every day and are able to use these skills and instant
recall when problem solving
Reasoning questions will form part of all our daily maths work and link
to the current area of maths work so that children build up a wealth of
knowledge and experience in this. Problem solving activities will be
included in class maths areas.
Children will be involved in real life maths challenges and will plan days
to which they will invite parents – look out for letters about these days!
We will continue to use the Abacus maths scheme and activities for the
children to take part in on the website will be updated regularly.

RE and Worship
• Teachers will teach RE based on the Rotherham Agreed Syllabus and use
the Understanding Christianity materials
• All children will have regular opportunities to read/listen to the Bible being
read using age appropriate texts. Children will meet some Bible stories
more than once in their school life to enable them to study them in greater
depth
• Each half term the School Worship Committee will choose a different
Christian Value which will be used as the theme for our daily worship and
be linked to Bible stories and statements from the Bible. Reverend Frances
and Reverend Dagmar will take a daily act of worship each week and we
will continue to invite visitors from other churches and denominations into
school to lead morning assemblies
• There will be an increased number of opportunities for children to plan and
lead daily acts of worship and their views will be taken into account
throughout the school year. We will visit church for assembly each term
and plan to hold our Easter Eucharist in All Saints Church in April 2019

Thank you to all our parents for their support and interest in your child’s
education and we look forward to working with you in the coming year.
Mrs Mellor
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