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About Us 

Welcome to Hey with Zion. We are a voluntary controlled primary school with a joint Church of England 
and Methodist Foundation, enjoying links with our founder churches, St. John the Baptist Hey and Zion 
Methodist Church. 

Our motto is simple: “to do the best we can” and it encapsulates all that we do. We are proud of every one of our 
pupils, from our Year Six pupils who can sit GCSEs while still at primary school to our Nursery pupils learning to 
count and to write their names, and we are proud of our ex-pupils, too, many of whom we have heard go on to 
achieve much success in the future. 

We are proud of our high academic standards, but we also understand well that there is so much more to a 
child’s education – the development of their personality and character, learning to respect others and 
themselves, and to expect the best of themselves and of each other. 
 
Ofsted (2017) said we “put pupils at the heart of all that (we) do. As a result, they flourish, both academically and 

in their personal development. We know that does not happen by accident. It happens because everybody 
associated with our school – our pupils, our staff, our parents and our governors, shares that common goal – “to 
do the best we can” for our children. 
 
This prospectus is just an introduction to our school. Please also take a look at our website and if you and your 
child would like to join our school, or have any questions at all, please feel free to give us a call. 

Andrew Clowes 

Headteacher 



 



School Life 

This is what parents have said about our school in a recent Family Survey: 

My child is happy to come to school. 99% agreed 

My child feels safe at this school. 99% 

My child makes good progress at this school.  100% 

My child is well looked after at this school. 99% 

My child is taught well at this school. 100% 

My child received appropriate homework for their age. 98% 

This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved. 99% 

This school deals effectively with bullying. 99% 

This school is well led and managed. 100% 

This school responds well to any concerns I raise. 100% 

I receive valuable information from the school about my childôs progress. 97% 

My child feels safe travelling to school. 97% 
 

 

The best things about the school: 

In responses to questionnaires by parents, there are four things which are detailed over and over – high 
aspirations, the quality of our staff, friendships which the children enjoy here and an approachability on 
the part of the school.  All these things combine to create what I see as a special school ethos where we 
acknowledge we are all seeking the same things – the best interests of the children. 



 

 

Children working on an engineering project one lunchtime, with a school governor 

 



Hey with Zion children enjoy coming to school and work hard while they are here. You will see on our 
website (www.heywithzion.oldham.sch.uk) what constitutes a typical day for our pupils, and how proud 
we are of our growing list of pupil achievements. Here, I want to share with you comments made by our 
parents: 

Comments describing parents’ favourite things about Hey with Zion include: 

“Teachers are brilliant, always help my child with any concern” 

“The staff are welcoming and make me feel reassured about my son’s wellbeing as well as his education” 

“Lovely atmosphere” 

“Sound principles” 

“Great school activities” 

“We like the fact the school is involved with the church and overall a very good school” 

“My children are happy at school and speak very fondly of their teachers” 

“They teach and learn at my daughter’s pace” 

“Friendly and helpful teachers and staff” 

“Buddy system/playtime friends” 

“Great staff and teaching, teachers do their best to ensure students achieve their full potential” 
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“I like the way this school always pushes the children to do better.  They’re always up to date with what the 
children are doing/learning in class, allowing us to do the same at home” 

“The teachers are very supportive of their pupils” 

“The best things about the school include communication with parents and the expectations of the children” 

“Hey with Zion is a very friendly and approachable school” 

“I’ve always been happy with the school and the staff. I’ve always felt able to approach teachers and head off 
any concerns. The school has a nice atmosphere with a caring and nurturing feel” 

“Safe, friendly feel, family atmosphere” 

“Good extra curricular activities now” 

“Good curriculum, parental involvement opportunities” 

“Kids always enjoy their day, varied lessons and they are approached in an interesting manner.  There is no set 
religion. You approach each one and treat them equally, teaching them about the religion without forcing them to 
acknowledge on as the “correct” faith” 

“My daughter says the dinners, the teachers and most of the lessons are fun” 

We think we have a thriving school where the children work hard, play hard and achieve well.   

 

 



SATs and Standards 

Our pupils achieve highly. Our latest SATS scores can be accessed via the school website 

(www.heywithzion.oldham.sch.uk), but in summary our latest Key Stage Two SATS indicated our 

performance is in the top 10% of the country- not including our Maths G.C.S.E. passes (six at grade 4 or 

above). We have also been awarded (2018) a prestigious “Excellence in Literacy” award from the 

Institute of Education at the University of Central London.  Our outcomes are ahead of national norms at 

every phase of the school:  Foundation Stage, Key Stage One and Key Stage Two. 

Although of course English and Maths skills are very important, we know that there is also a lot more to a 
primary school than just English and Maths. Ofsted said we “rightly pride (y)ourselves in offering pupils a good-
quality curriculum in subjects other than English and mathematics.” In 2016 we were awarded a gold award for 
our History provision from the Historical Association also a silver Quality Mark from the Association for Science 
Education: we are aiming for excellence in every respect. In addition to our work with the IoE, we are also 
currently working towards a bronze award with the Geography Association. 
 

Ethos 

The ethos at a primary school is every bit as important: we have a strong faith-based ethos, inclusive of 

all denominations and faiths. We try to fulfil our mission statement of “Within the love of God we strive 

to do the best we can for ourselves and for others.” Ofsted said that the social development of our 

pupils is outstanding. Our History Association assessor referred to our children as “articulate, friendly 

and fun.” 

Any questions 

If you have any question which you would like to ask, or would simply like a tour of our school, please 

contact us either by telephone: 0161-620-3860, or email: info@heywithzion.oldham.sch.uk 
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We have excellent grounds, including a large grass pitch 
and an all-weather pitch which we share with the school 
next door; we also border the River Medlock, which we 
use for local Geography work. We are well blessed for 
places to use for Geography field trips and outdoor 

education, being within walking distance of Strinesdale 
Reservoir and an easy bus ride to Castleshaw and Diggle. 
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Hey with Zion blog 

We have a school blog which 
keeps parents up to date with 
events in school.  Communication 
between home and school is 
important to us. 



Please have a look at heywithzion.primaryblogger.co.uk  

Our School Day 

Doors Open 8.50am 

Infant Break 10.15 – 10.30am 
Lower Junior Break 10.35 – 10.50am 
Upper Junior Break 10.50 – 11.05am  

Lunch Time: 

Nursery 11.25 – 12.25pm 

Foundation Stage 11.45 – 12.45pm 
Key Stage 1 11.55 – 12.55pm 
Key Stage 2 12.25 – 1.25pm 
Infant Break 2.15 – 2.30pm 

School closes 3.30pm 
 

Nursery 

Part-time session times (full time available on request- please contact Mrs. Thorpe, Business Manager 
for details: 

AM 8.50am – 11.50am 
PM 12.30pm – 3.30pm 

 



 

A message from one of our pupils, Joshua, (aged nine): 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ like ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΧ L ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘΗ I like assemblies, Literacy lessons and everyone has fun at play times. All the staff are 

really nice. 

LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƘŜǊŜ- ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ LΩƳ ƻƪŀȅΦέ 

 



• SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT 
•  

Hey with Zion is committed to a rigorous implementation of our safeguarding policy. 

Our safeguarding and child protection policies are available on our school website: 

 www.heywithzion.oldham.sch.uk and in paper copy on request. 

 

Should you have any safeguarding concerns concerning our school community, please refer them immediately to one of 

our safeguarding officers: 

 

¶ Mr. Clowes 

¶ Mrs. Machin 

¶ Miss Baxendale 

¶ Miss Clarke 
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