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Dear Parents
The long awaited (and long endured) build is coming to an end. Within two weeks the scaffolding will be disappearing and we
will begin to return to normal and focus on adding features to our new playground and returning Years 1 and 2 to their
permanent home in the old building (or the ‘West Wing’ as we affectionately refer to it.)
Beginning a school year with this much change is always difficult and we’ve managed to continue our clubs and even start an
after school club too with great success, albeit with a few hiccups along the way. One of the things we are proud of at Home
Farm is that we do our best to listen to what children and parents would like.
Our after and before school clubs are wide and varied and our after school childcare is new but already we’re hearing about how
much the children love the food and the activities. However with this excellent provision, we’ve had to work out how to cope
with the increased use of the school building. As parents can appreciate, the school remains a working entity after 3.15pm and
so we must ensure children and staff in the building are safe. To that end, I am asking that once children are dropped off for
clubs etc, parents do not stay in the building as it becomes hard to manage parents’ needs at the front desk with a lot of people
around. This does not mean that you are not welcome! Parents can still come to the office for newsletter, uniform, forgotten
items which you need urgently etc, it is just we are looking to make more efficient our ability to safeguard those in the building
and give time and energy to families with as much privacy as possible. This remains an area of focus for myself so please bear
with us whilst we get it ‘right’. Many thank for your understanding.
Richard Potter
Headteacher

Open Classrooms
The first of our Open Classrooms sessions for this school year
is taking place on Thursday 11th October.
From 3:15, you can visit your child’s classroom to see what
they’ve been up to and to see the work on display. You are
also welcome to come and have a look around the new
building. Open Classrooms finishes at 3:45pm.
Applying for a secondary school place
A reminder to parents of children in Year 6 that the online
application system for secondary school places from
September 2019 is now open. You must apply for a place
before 31st October 2018. You can apply online through the
Essex County Council website.

Open Evening for Prospective Parents
We’re holding an Open Evening for parents of children
starting school in September 2019, or for parents interested
in their children joining one of our expanded cohorts midyear. Our Open Evening is taking place on Tuesday 4th
December at 6:30pm. If you know of anyone who might be
interested in attending, please let them know—there is
further information on our website.

Green Cards and Certificates
Each Friday we hold a celebration
assembly. Amongst the things we
celebrate are the children’s personal
achievements.
Children earn ‘green cards’ during
the week for achievements in their
school work that go above and
beyond what is expected (for them –
this is a form of personal challenge.) After a pupil has
earned 10 green cards, they are given a Bronze Award in
assembly (and their photo goes on the newsletter). Each
multiple of ten green cards earns: Bronze, Silver, Gold, Super
Gold, Platinum and Diamond awards throughout the year.
We expect that most pupils will reach a gold award through
hard work and self challenge. It is not a competition and so
we praise every child of their personal achievements. Look
out for these photos coming on the newsletter soon.

House Cup—Shakespeare
Attendance Bear— Year 4 Zephaniah
Citizenship Award—Tylar Hicks

Year 6 residential visit to Kingswood
McGough Class children have been enjoying their residential visit to Kingswood this week. Miss Cooper has been sending us daily
updates which have been posted on the school website all week.
Kingswood day 1
We have had a great first day. The children have had a go at all the
activities; putting a duvet cover on a duvet; abseilling and to end
the night Giant Twister, who knew year 6 were so flexible! We are
all really impressed with the enthusiasm the children have shown
and look forward to another busy day tomorrow.
Kingswood day 2
Day 2 is the first full day of activities, including bouldering, laser tag,
team building games and bottle rockets, which involved a certain
poor instructor getting very wet! The weather is fantastic and the
children are all having a great time, even enthusiastic about
cleaning their rooms!
Kingswood day 3
The children had a great day yesterday and we are all ready for
another full day today. They have been building models and
climbing. We are all really impressed by the attitude of the children,
willing to have a go even when they are a little nervous.
Kingswood more day 3
Another full day of activities. Climbing, problem solving, team
building and archery. The children have shown some excellent
teamwork and fierce bingo skills!
Kingswood day 4
The last full day of activities and even though the children are tired,
they all still having fun and trying all the activities. We have filled
our last full day with fencing, orienteering, drumming and Jacob's
ladder. We are ending the day with movie night and an early
night!!! (maybe). See you all soon.
Kingswood day 5
We have made it to day 5. The rooms have been cleared, socks
have been found and souvenirs bought. The children have spent
the morning learning how to build fires and shelters out of natural
materials, so they may be a little smoky when we return. They have
been a great group, but are looking forward to seeing their families
and pets.
Farewell Kingswood 2018.
Miss Cooper
Medical Conditions

Birthday Sweets / Gifts

Just to make parents aware that we can administer
medication to children with specific medical conditions.
Parents can register the prescribed dosages, medications and
needs at the office (we have a form!)

Just a reminder (mostly for those new to the school) that,
although some schools allow birthday sweets, cakes, gifts to
be brought in, Home Farm does not encourage this practice
– and we have not for a long time.

Our approach ensures that these medical needs are met in
order for pupils to be safe and well when at school, and
provides support families with these needs.

There are many reasons why: inability to confirm allergens
and also the time taken to distribute them at the end of the
day. Most overwhelmingly though it is sometimes becomes
a comparative practice: one child brings in Haribo, another
brings homemade cakes and another pre wrapped presents.
Of course, some cannot afford to bring anything.

Any requests to administer non-prescribed medication will be
judged on a case by case basis.

Follow us on Twitter
@homefarmschool

Therefore I would prefer to not have birthday gifts, sweets
etc in order to save on time, the effort and of course parents’
pockets. Thank you for your understanding.

