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Homework dates:
Spellings: Given out on a Thursday, to be tested on a Monday
Maths: Given out on a Thursday, to be handed in on Monday
Phonics: Given out on a Friday, to be handed in on a Monday 
Big Talk/Big Write: Happens every two weeks, given out on a Thursday, to be returned the following Tuesday. 












Dear parent(s)/carer(s)
We hope you had a restful holiday and that your children are ready for the new challenges in Year 1.  They are already settling in well and we hope that they have an enjoyable year.

We are keen to make sure your child adjusts easily to the changes in their learning. This half term we will be doing this through structured practical lessons that are in line with the National Curriculum. In the coming weeks, the children will be split into phonics sets based on their learning needs, this will allow a more stylised lesson and a greater focus on individual needs. The children will be given weekly maths and phonics homework in line with what they have been learning in class. Children will receive weekly spellings in line with the sounds they have learnt in their phonic sets, these will be tested on a Monday.

In St Augustine’s the children from Years 1-6 participate in ‘Big Writing!’ This develops the children’s English writing skills. Year 1 children will begin using ‘Big Talk’ as an introduction to ‘Big Write’.  Later on in the term we will start ‘Big Write’ and will provide further information.

If you haven’t already sent your child’s PE kit into school, please do so as soon as possible.  The children must have all of their kit clearly labelled with their names.  It is important that no earrings are worn on PE days for health and safety reasons.  Children may wear earrings on other days but please ensure that they only wear small, plain studs and no looped earrings.

We would ask you to support your child’s learning at home by reading with them daily, helping them learn their new sounds and tricky words, as well as any other tasks that we may set them.  Please make sure that your child remembers their reading folder every day. Children will change their books every week and your comments on your child’s reading are greatly appreciated.  When reading with your child, we encourage you to talk about the stories, supporting your child in making predictions about what happens next, discussing the different characters in the story. All of these skills are important for your child to learn as well as reading the text, so we ask you to please find time to incorporate this into your reading routine.

If you are unsure how to comment in your child’s reading log, or what type of questions you should be asking please come in and speak with us.



The children have settled in to the year one routine well, this week we have been reading the gingerbread man, developing comprehension skills and character empathy. In maths, children have been counting forwards and backwards from 10, starting at this different points and recognising patterns. For R.E, we have started the topic of Families and how we can show love and care to each other. It would be greatly appreciated, if you could please send your child in with a picture of your family to add to our R.E display.

We hope this is useful in supporting your child’s learning and we look forward to working with you this year.
Any problems please do not hesitate to contact us,

Thank you kindly

Miss McCarthy & Miss Summerbell
Overleaf are the subject areas we will be covering this term and this will guide you to support your child’s learning.

Year 1 Curriculum Overview
	Religious Education
Come and See 
The topics for this term are:    
· Families- we will be learning about the love and care shown in the family. 
· Belonging- we will be learning about Baptism and belonging to God’s family. 
· Waiting- We will be learning about Advent and the coming of Jesus at Christmas.


	English
We will be continuing to work on the phonics programme which the children started in Reception. The children will continue to learn their letters and sounds and use these to work out words in sentences.  They will also recap their tricky words regularly. The children will explore a variety of; fiction (stories with familiar settings, stories with repeated patterns, stories from different cultures), non-fiction and poetry texts.  Speaking and listening is the foundation of all literacy skills and the children will be encouraged to speak clearly in full sentences and listen attentively when others are talking.  They will continue to practise forming their letters correctly and our writing focus for the first half term will be punctuation. 
To help your child’s reading skills we recommend that you read with them each night.


	Mathematics 
This term in numeracy we will be working on forming the numerals correctly and recognising and recording numbers to 20.  We will be developing knowledge of addition and subtraction in a practical way. The children will be encouraged to use the correct mathematical vocabulary and try to apply their skills to solve problems.


	Science 
Ourselves: The children will be learning humans by labelling the parts of the body and exploring the five senses. 
Materials: The children will be learning to sort and classify a range of different materials. 


	ICT	 
The children will be working in the main ICT suite in the juniors.  During these lessons, children are encouraged to discover for themselves how computer models work and to share their findings. They are encouraged to make choices and consider alternatives. They learn that computers can be used to represent real and imaginary situations and that there are limitations to how realistic or useful they can be.


	History (The History of Flight) 
The children will be learning about who invented the aeroplane and researching the different ways people tried to fly. We will be comparing modern aeroplanes with the Wright Flyer. 


	Geography (Where in the world is Barnaby Bear) 
The children will identify different places on a map and look at some of the human and physical features connected to these places. We will look at the different forms of transport used to reach these places. 




	Art (Self Portraits)
The children will be looking at different illustrators and developing their drawing, painting, cutting and sticking, printing and collage skills. They will use a wide range of materials to help them develop different techniques including creating self-portraits. 


	DT (Moving Pictures)
The children will be discussing and exploring different mechanisms and how things works, including how we can cut and assemble different parts. The children will have to think about, design and make their own moving picture. 


	PE
We will be covering invasion games, gymnastics and dance.  
Games
· pupils will be working on spatial awareness and co-ordination in preparation for ball games. 
Gymnastics
· pupils will explore different ways of moving including travelling, rolling, jumping and climbing. 
Dance 
· pupils will be looking at dance from other cultures.


	PSMCH 
Our topic this term is called “Our Happy School”. The children will be
· Learning about the school and class rules.
· Learning about themselves and others within the class. 


	Music - Children will learn of the important role played by music in our lives.  They will focus on music drawn from different traditions.
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