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Year  2 newsletter Autumn term.
Dear Parents / Carers,
The teachers and the support staff would like to welcome your child into Year 2 and we hope this new school year will be a happy and successful one for your child.
The class teachers for Year 2 are:  Buttercup (2a):  Mr O’ Connor      Sunflower (2b):  Mrs Watkins

We appreciate the help and support given by parents and carers, and we would like to give you some ideas on how to support your child’s learning this term based on what we are covering at school.
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General Points 
School opens at 8.50am so please be on time! Likewise, school finishes at 3.15pm and if you cannot regularly pick your child up on time there is always the after school club to consider.
We will continue to encourage the children to enjoy reading and ensure they develop the skills required to read independently. With this in mind we will be making full use of our library where each child will be able to borrow a range of both fiction and non-fiction books. However, when children borrow books it will be their responsibility to both return them on time and ensure that they are in good condition.
Reading books will be sent home weekly and we would appreciate your help in ensuring that your child brings their books to school each day.
As we’re sure you would agree, your child’s understanding of multiplication facts is essential to their understanding of Mathematics. It would, therefore, be beneficial to them if you would practise their 2, 5 and 10 times tables up to 12 x 2, 12 x 5 and 12 x10.
Homework will be set on a Friday and should be returned the following Wednesday. It will be MATHS based and relate to work completed in class.   BIG WRITING talk sheets, sent home on Wednesday, need to be discussed and notes made for the writing activity the following Tuesday. SPELLINGS will be sent home every half term to enable children to learn key strategies and they will be tested each week.  
Being happy and healthy is important to your child having a good day, so please make sure that they get enough sleep and eat breakfast before they come to school. They should also bring a small bottle of water with their name clearly labelled.
P.E.: In Year 2 your child must take responsibility for the equipment they require and this includes their PE kit. However, PE days vary and so P.E. kit must be in school at all times. Due to health and safety requirements, children are not allowed to wear jewellery of any kind during these sessions. Girls who wear tights should have a pair of socks in their bags to use for P.E. sessions.  Please ensure that all items of clothing are labelled with the children’s name!
We are looking forward to working with your children and you this year and we would like you to know that if you ever need to speak to us our door is always open.  Send us a note requesting to see either of us or simply call into the office and make an appointment.
Mr O’Connor and Mrs. Watkins
Overleaf are the subject areas we will be covering this term and this will guide you to support your child’s learning.

Year 2 Curriculum Overview
	 Religious Education
Beginnings- The children will learn the many beginnings each day offers and that God is present at every beginning.
Signs and Symbols- The children will learn about signs and symbols, and how they are used in Baptism.
Preparing- The children will learn to prepare for special times, including Advent, the four weeks of preparation for the celebration of Jesus at Christmas. 
Other faiths- Judaism: The children will learn about their Jewish brothers and sisters, how they live as a family and how they worship.

	English 
We will be using the BIG WRITING scheme to develop the children's writing skills. 
These skills will be developed through reading a range of texts and through cross-curricular tasks.  In addition these will support and develop children's reading and comprehension skills.
We also acknowledge the significant benefit to your child of reading at home and recommend that they are read with for 10 minutes each night.

	Mathematics 
This term the children will be working in mixed class groups and we will be building on the knowledge and skills learned in Year 1.  We will be developing basic mathematical skills such as addition, subtraction, halving, rounding and doubling. Thus developing strategies to cope with the more complex problems the children will encounter in the future. Children will increase their mathematical vocabulary through reasoning activities.

	Science 
Healthy Me (Animals, including humans):  The children will be learning that to stay healthy they need food, water, exercise and rest. We will investigate balanced diets and food groups. We will also discuss things that might harm our bodies.
Material Monsters (Materials): The children will identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials and their particular uses. We will investigate how solids change.

	ICT	 
We are painters; we will be creating electronic art work to illustrate stories. 
We are astronauts; we will be programming different computer graphics to move them around the screen.

	History
A contrasting locality – Ghana:    Would life in an Africa village be completely different from life here in the UK? Through a series of lessons and activities, pupils will learn about life in Ghana. They will be challenged to think about what is similar and different.
Remembrance Day:  We will investigate the origins of Remembrance Day and how its significance has grown to incorporate conflicts up to the present day. We will be learning about the life of Florence Nightingale and how nursing has changed throughout time.

	Design and Technology (Winding Mechanisms)
We will be designing and making simple winding mechanisms using construction kits and reclaimed materials.

	Art (Picture This)
We will be creating self-portraits in the style of Picasso and Andy Warhol, creating and using a viewfinder to look at objects from different points of view, creating a comic strip and continuing a sequence pictures. 

	PE
We will be working hard to improve our levels of fitness. The focus for this term will be on games skills, and balance and agility through gymnastics. 

	PSMCH 
Through a range of topics, children will learn about the rights of others and how we can respect these. They will also learn how these relate to core British values. In November there will be a specific focus on the theme of anti-bullying. 

	Music - Children will learn of the important role played by music in our lives.  They will focus on music drawn from different traditions.
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