At CBJS, we have a one text approach to our English units.
Each half term, the children will study a minimum of one text. If it is a longer novel, the
children will study the text for the duration of the half term, for example, Matilda in year
6. If it is a shorter text, such as a poem, the children will study two or more shorter
texts per half term.
At any one time, the children will be studying one text. The purpose of this is to
illustrate the partnership between all areas of English. As a school, we focus on
developing the skills necessary to read, write and speak fluently, enabling all children
to communicate their ideas and emotions.
At CBJS, the children experience 8 English lessons per week, some for writing, some
for reading and some for grammar. To teach reading, we use a system called Shared
Reading where a shared text is read with the whole class. The text chosen is a quality
text with rich content but also chosen for enjoyment.
The first session of Shared Reading is called a “Book Talk” session in which the class
teacher demonstrates and teaches the children to read fluently. Through this session,
the children are also questioned about the text carefully to check understanding and
develop their comprehension skills. The second session focuses of new vocabulary
as we often find that when children are unsure of a word, they graze over it rather than
stopping to investigate it, therefore hindering their understanding of the text. To
support us with this at home, the section of the reading diary entitled, “Words I have
investigated” can be used to find the meaning of new words. The final session is used
to develop comprehension skills and supports the children in answering test style
questions. Vocabulary and questioning is extremely important and we ask for your
support with this by reading regularly, three times a week, with your child at home.
The reading that the children do in their lessons supports the writing which they
produce. All the writing lessons are carefully matched to the reading done in class and
the genres chosen link nicely with what they have read. For example, if a child had
read about the character of Matilda, they may write a diary entry in role as Matilda.
Each week, the children have 3 sessions of Spelling. We follow the Read Write Inc
scheme for spelling, ensuring that the children learn the rules and patterns for their
year group as well as a number of exception words. A spelling unit is completed over
a two-week period and spelling words are recorded in a spelling zapper to be practised
at home. To support your child at home, we ask you to practise the spellings with the
children and to sign the zapper as evidence. The children may even explain that they
can “Zap!” the words if they get them correct and they would do this by getting it correct
three times.
To recap and to add to how to support your child with English at home:



Reading at home, with your child, at least three times per week and signing
their reading diary;
Practising spellings regularly;

Engaging with Reading Eggspress and Spellodrome and encouraging your child to
practise their skills on these programmes.
Together, in partnership, staff, parents and children alike, we strive to develop
articulate and imaginative pupils who develop a lifelong passion for language,
literature and communication in all its forms.

