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Friday 2nd November 2018
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back, I hope you all had an enjoyable and restful half term. The clocks changing and the Arctic blast have
definitely reminded us that we are now truly in the Autumn months. I’m loving seeing all the children in their coats,
hats and gloves, fashioning a rosy glow after they have enjoyed running around the field.
School Vision
Since the start of the year we have been working on our school vision. Back at the beginning September, we
welcomed your hopes, thoughts and ideas for the Coaley Vision as part of our Vision Day worship. Using these, along
with those of the children, staff and governors, I am excited to share with you our new vision statement:
We are thankful
Everyone belongs here
And…
Respect and Resilience
Enrich us every day
Celebration and
Openness lie at our heart, so
Always be forgiving, treat others fairly
Listen and
Encourage
Your friends
WE BELIEVE – WE RESPECT – WE BELONG
On Monday, the children were introduced to the We Are Coaley: We Believe, We Respect, We Belong vision. They
worked in mixed age groups to explore and discuss how they already see it demonstrated in all we do. They also
worked hard and were readily able to link our six core values (courage, respect, truth, compassion, humility and
forgiveness) to many elements of the statement and their life at school.
In their groups, they created a fantastic display to illustrate how they see this vision being demonstrated at school
and how they explicitly link it the core values.

We will continue to explore the vision and values in many aspects of the work we do at school. Please join us in living
the We Are Coaley: We Believe, We Respect, We Belong vision.

Forest School
Some of you may have heard, for those that haven’t, I am really pleased to confirm that we are now offering Forest
School provision at Coaley. Forest School is an inspirational approach that offers children the opportunity to achieve
and develop confidence through hands on learning in an outdoor environment. Learning can be linked to the
National Curriculum objectives in a different context. By incorporating a range of approaches, children are
encouraged to develop their innate curiosity and motivation to learn. The freedom to explore using multiple senses
is fundamental for encouraging creativity and imagination. The focus is on the ‘whole child’ and how they can
develop their own learning style at their own pace. This is a particularly positive experience for those who yearn to
express themselves beyond the classroom environment.
Sessions have been secured until the end of the academic year. Currently, Y3 and Y4 pupils are receiving their
curriculum teaching through Forest School on a Tuesday afternoon. Each term, the pupil group will rotate so that all
pupils will have experienced Forest School by the end of the year.

Cross Country
On Saturday 10th November, the second Cross Country Race of the season will be held at KLB. If you have not
previously taken part and you are keen to have a go, please talk to Mrs Smith. Cross country club will change to
Monday lunchtime as of next week. Any children that wish to join will be allowed, in particular, if your child is
running in the district cross country events this will be an opportunity for them to train. Miss Belcher and Mrs Smith
will be delivering the training.
We wish all our competitors the best of luck!

Parish Council
Coaley Parish Council are running a forum on what to do with the village recreation ground on Tuesday 6th
November from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. They are keen to hear from villagers of all ages including children. So parents
and children, please go and share your ideas at the informal drop-in session in the Jubilee room at the back of the
village hall. If you can’t make that time then email Lynn Thornton the parish council clerk on
lynnthornton01@gmail.com or you can visit the Facebook page and share your ideas there.

New Members of the Team
I am delighted to let you know that after having advertised for the position of Teaching Assistant in Robins Class, we
have appointed Mrs Nikki Squire. She has lots of experience already in previous roles and we welcome her to the
team.
I am also delighted to welcome Miss Mia Payne to the team. Miss Payne will be taking on the roles of Mid Day
Supervising Assistant and Breakfast Club Supervisor.

BBC Children in Need
This year’s Children in Need Appeal night will be held on Friday 16th November. To support this worthy cause, we will
be holding a Mufti Day at school and invite children to bring in a donation. In the spirit of Pudsey, we welcome all
things spotty!

I hope to see you all at the Fireworks on Sunday evening.

Aisling Stranack
Interim Headteacher

Proud Cloud Certificates:
Attendance:

Robins: Jasmine, Lewis, Toby
Robins – 97%

Owls: Sam, Oscar, Noah, Jack,
Ava, Cassi

Owls – 93%

Courage: “Success is not final, failure
is not fatal: it is the courage to
continue that counts.” Winston
Churchill
Values Certificates:
Robins: Violet
Owls: Lucas T

Growth Mindset Certificates:
Robins: Jack W – for persevering with his writing this week.
Owls: Scarlett – for her ‘can do’ attitude towards her work this week.

Clubs:
Monday: Cross Country Club 12:15-12:30pm; Atlas Sport Tag Rugby (Y4-Y6) 3:15- 4:00pm
Tuesday: Gardening Club 12:30-1:15pm; Raffles Forest School (Y2 – Y6) 3:15-4:15pm
Thursday: Atlas Sport Multi-skills (Y1-Y3) 3:15-4:00pm

Nov Dates
7th Nov – STEM “Fizz-Bang-Wollop” Workshop for KS2
8th Nov – Remembrance Service in Church
11th – Remembrance Service (Cam Hopton 10:45am; Dursley 3pm)
16th – Children in Need Mufti Day
19th Nov – Immunisation Team in school (Yr-Y5)
23rd Nov – Life Ed Bus
26th Nov – Drop in Session 2:45pm
27th Nov – Parent Forum 5:00pm
30th Nov – Open Morning for Prospective Parents 9:00am
Dec Dates
12th Dec – Nativity 6pm Village Hall
13th Dec - Nativity 2pm Village Hall
19th Dec – Christmas Lunch
20th Dec – Christmas Service St Bartholomew’s 9:00am
21st Dec – End of Term
FOCS Future Events:
4th November- FOCS Fireworks on Coaley school field (Gates open at 5.30pm)
7th December- FOCS Christmas Fayre at the village hall
Please note- Dates and times are subject to change, we will update you as soon as possible.

