
 

 

Year 1  

End of Year 

Expectations  

 
This booklet shares information about the end of 

year expectations for Year 1 pupils.  

To support your child please focus on their targets 

shared at Parent Teacher Consultations.  

 

 

 

 



Year 1 Reading Expectations  
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I can apply phonic knowledge and skill s 

as the route to decode words.  

I can discuss word meanings, linking 

new me anings to those I already 

know.  
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I can respond speedily with the correct 

sound to graphemes (letters or groups of 

letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, 

where applicable, al ternative sounds for 

graphemes.  

I can draw on what I already know or 

on background information and 

voc abulary provided by my teacher.  

I can read accurately by blending 

sounds in unfamiliar words contain ing 

GPCs that have been taught.  

I can check that the text makes sense 

to me as I read and correct 

inaccurate reading.  

I can read common exception words, 

noting unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound and where 

these oc cur in the word.  

I can discuss the sig nificance of titles 

and events.  

I can read words containing taught 

GPCs and ðs, ðes, ðing, ðed, ðer and ðest 

endings.  

I can make inferences on the basis of 

what is being said and done.  

I can read other words of m ore than one 

syllable that contain taught GPCs.  

I can predict what might happen on 

the basis  of what has been read so 

far.  

I can read words with contractions [for 

example, Iõm, Iõll, weõlll, and understand 

that the apostrophe represents t he 

omitted lett er(s). 

I can participate in discussion about 

what is read to me, taking turns and  

listening to what others say.  

I can read aloud accurately books that 

are consistent with my developing 

phonic knowledge and that do not 

require me to use other strategies to 

work out words.  

I can explain clearly my 

unders tanding of what is read to me.  

I can re -read these books to build up my 

fluency and confidence in word 

reading.  
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I can listen to and discuss a wide range 

of poems, stories and non -fictio n at a 

level beyond that at which I can read 

independently.  

 

 

I can link what I read  or hear to my own 

experiences.  
 

 

I am becoming very familiar with key 

stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, 

retelling them and considering th eir 

particular cha racteristics.  

 

 

I recognise and jo in in with predictable 

phrases.  
 

 

I am learning to appreciate rhymes and 

poems , and can recite some by heart.  
 

 

 

How can you help your child?   
¶ Listen to your child read every day.  

¶ Find a quiet place to share books  where 

you can be comfortable.  

¶ Talk about the book. Ask questions  to 

ensure your child understands the text 

they are reading.  

¶ Encourage your child to read a range of 

texts such as newspapers, comics, poetry, 

non -fiction, etc.  

¶ Share a book with your child . This may 

involve you reading to them or reading 

and talking together about the book.  

¶ Play word games  ð use your childõs word 

cards or a selection of the tricky wo rds 

(given later in the booklet).  



Questions to ask whilst reading.  

Examples of open and closed questions you can ask about a text:  

¶ Which character is your favourite?  

¶ Which was the best bit of the story?  

¶ Where is the story set?  

¶ Who are the characters in the story?  

¶ What happens in the middle of the story?  

¶ What is the problem in the story?  

¶ Can you find some timing words that indicate whe n events 

took place?  

¶ What happened afteréé?  

¶ Describe what happened whenéé  

¶ How did éé make you feel?  

¶ Why is éé important?  

¶ What does this tell us about how éé is 
feeling/thinking?  

¶ Have you ever had a similar experience?  

¶ How did you feel?  

¶ Who do you know is like é..?  

¶ Could this have happened in é..?  

¶ What might happen next?  

¶ Can you think of three words that describe a characterõs 
appearance?  

¶ Can you retell stories, giving the main points in sequence?  

¶ Look at the cover and the title of a book. What  do you think 

might happen in the story?  

¶ Do you agree or disagree with the author? Why?  

¶ If you want to find out about é.. How could you do it?  

¶ Whatõs the best place to look for information about é..? 

   

 

 



 

Year 1 Writing Expectations  

I can spell word s containing each of the 40+ 

phonemes already taught.  

I understand which letters belong to which 

handwriting ôfamiliesõ (i.e. letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise 

these.  

I can spell common exception words.  I can write sentences by s aying out loud 

what I am going to write about.  

I can spell the days of the week.  I can write sentences by composing a 

sentence orally before writing it.  

I can name the letters of the alphabet 

naming the letters of the alphabet in 

order.  

I can write s entences by sequencing 

sentences to form short narratives  

I can name the letters of the alphabet using 

letter names to distinguish between 

alternative spellings of the same sound.  

I can write sentences by re -reading what I 

have written to check that it makes sense.  

I can add prefixes and suffixes using the 

spelling rule for adding ðs or ðes as the plural 

marker for nouns and the third person 

singular marker for verbs.  

I can discuss what I have written with my 

teacher or other pupils.  

I can add prefix es and suffixes using the 

prefix unð 

I can read aloud my writing clearly enough 

to be heard by my peers and my teacher. 

  

I can add prefixes and suffixes using ðing, ð

ed, ðer and ðest where no change is 

needed in the spelling of root words [for 

example, helping, helped, helper, eating, 

quicker, quickest]  

I can leave spaces between words.  

I can apply simple spelling rules .. I can join words and join clauses using ôandõ. 

I can write from memory simple sentences 

dictated by the teacher that include word s 

using the GPCs and common exception 

words taught so far.  

I am beginning to punctuate sentences 

using a capital letter and a full stop, 

question mark or exclamation mark.  

I can sit correctly at a table, holding a 

pencil comfortably and correctly.  

I can u se a capital letter for names of 

people, places, the days of the week, and 

the personal pronoun ôIõ. 

I can begin to form lower case letters in the 

correct direction, starting and finishing in the 

right place.  

I am learning the grammar for year 1 in 

English Appendix 2.  

I can form capital letters.  I can use the grammatical terminology in 

English Appendix 2 in discussing my writing.  

I can form digits 0 -9.  

 

 

 



Ways to support writing at home:  

There are many different concepts to master when learning to 

write  

¶ Handwriting ð how to form each letter correctly.  

¶ Letter to sound correspondence ð remember which letter or 

letter combination make each sound.  

¶ Spelling  

¶ Punctuation.  

¶ Sentence structure.  

¶ Composition ð what do I want to write?  

To support your childõs writing progress:  

V The basis of good writing is good talk. When you visit places, 

encourage your child to talk about what has been seen, 

heard, smelled, tasted, touched. Encourage children to 

share their experiences in as much detail as possible!  

V Encourage your child to rehearse their sentence out loud 

before they write it down.  

V Always encourage children to punctuate their sentences 

with a full -stop and capital letter.  

V Encourage your child to use the phonics that they know to 

spell words.  

V Practise writing tricky  words which cannot be spelt 

phonetically.  

 

V Also practise writing the common exception words (shown 

overleaf).  

V Make writing purposeful ð let your child write their own 

Christmas cards, thank you letters, cards or e -mails to friends 

or relatives, invitat ions to a party, or a list of things they need 

to take on holiday.  

V Finally, praise your childõs efforts at writing ð itõs not an easy 

thing to do! Focus on a word they spelt correctly, neat 

handwriting, a good describing word or good use of 

punctuation. Re member, it is difficult to get everything right 

when you are learning!  



 



Year 1 Maths Expectations  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ways to support maths at 

home:  

 

 

 

 

Maths learning at home 

 

  


