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‘Love one another as I have loved you’ (John 13:34)

Religious Education Policy



Last Reviewed: September 2018
To be reviewed annually.






OUR VISION
With God’s love, each member of our fellowship will flourish and succeed, growing into unique individuals well prepared for life’s journey. Respect will be at the heart of our school, allowing us to value the strengths, the wisdom and the diversity of others.
OUR MISSION
We provide a nurturing and inclusive environment, united through the love of Jesus that enables all members of our school family to make progress, thrive and reach their true potential.
OUR AIMS
· To foster an understanding of the Christian faith.
· To promote a love of learning so children can flourish and grow as independent learners.
· To provide an engaging, nurturing and challenging learning environment. 
· To value, respect and develop each individual within our fellowship.
· To establish a partnership between school, parents, the church and the wider community.
· To enable children to develop a range of skills and knowledge they can apply independently in a broad, balanced, Christian based curriculum.
· To ensure a safe and secure environment where diversity is respected and tolerance is vital to prepare them for modern life in Britain.
· To develop and promote healthy bodies and healthy minds to prepare for the demands of modern life.
OUR CHRISTIAN VALUES AND SCRIPTURES

Generosity and Thankfulness, Compassion and Trust, Courage and Perseverance, Forgiveness and Justice, Friendship and Service, Respect and Truthfulness

Our Biblical Roots come from the Church of England’s Vision (John 10.10) where we strive to offer ‘Life in all its fullness’. And then of our school’s personal context and in giving meaning to our school motto ‘Love one another. As I have loved you’ (John 13.34)
In Voluntary Aided Schools the management of Religious Education is a distinctive role of the governors and headteacher.  RE must be provided in accordance with the school’s Trust Deed and in accordance with the rites, practices and doctrines of the Church of England. The Governing Body as a whole is responsible for determining the nature of Religious Education provided in its school. 
Although Religious Education and Collective Worship naturally compliment and enrich one another, they should be managed separately.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT ST THOMAS’
Religious Education at St Thomas CE Primary School lies at the very heart of the curriculum. Governors have adopted the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Syllabus ‘Questful RE’ which reflects the National Framework for RE, the National Society Statement of Entitlement and the requirements of SIAMS. 

“In Church of England schools the students and their families can expect a religious education curriculum that is rich and varied, enabling learners to acquire a thorough knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith. Church schools should provide a wide range of opportunities for learners to understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of the range of faiths and world views studied. Church schools should use some form of enquiry approach that engages with, for example biblical text, and helps develop religious and theological literacy. Links with the Christian values of the school and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development are intrinsic to the RE curriculum and should have a significant impact on learners.” 
RE Statement of Entitlement: The Church of England Education Office 2016


Between  5 and 10% of curriculum time is devoted to RE and Christianity plays a central role, taking up at least two thirds of the time available for the subject. Appropriate teaching about other faiths and world views is included also. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Pupils at St Thomas’ Learn about Religion
We learn about:
· God who reveals the truth about himself and humanity through creation, the giving of the law, his action in history and through the prophets;
· God who reveals himself ultimately in Jesus his Son, living among us and dying and rising for us;
· God who reveals himself in his Spirit working in the living faith of the Church experienced through scripture, tradition and reason.

Pupils at St Thomas’ learn from Religion
We learn from:
· an empathetic response to the Christian faith and a critical engagement with it;
· responding personally to the stories and teachings of Jesus Christ;
· examples of Christian living which give priority to the values of unconditional love, forgiveness, reconciliation, justice, compassion and faith.
 
Religious Education at St Thomas’ should help pupils to:  

· reflect theologically and explore the ultimate questions and challenges of life in today’s society;
· see how the truth of Christianity is relevant today;
· understand the challenge faced by Christians today
· develop the skills to handle the Bible text;
· recognise that faith is based on commitment to a particular way of understanding God and the world;
· begin to develop their own commitments, beliefs and values;
· develop a sense of themselves as significant, unique and precious;
· engage in thoughtful dialogue with other faiths and traditions;
· become active citizens, serving their neighbour;
· find a reason for hope in a troubled world;
· understand how religious faith can sustain believers in difficult circumstances and in the face of opposition.

It is entirely appropriate and necessary in today’s world that children should be encouraged to foster a respect for the followers of the other world faiths. It is essential that this respect is based on an accurate and sympathetic understanding of those faiths.

Therefore RE at St Thomas’ also help pupils to:

· learn about other faiths, their beliefs, traditions and practices and from them through encounter and dialogue;
· recognise and respect those of all faiths in their search for God;
· recognise areas of common belief and practice between different faiths;
· enrich their own faith through examples of holy living in other traditions.


As a Church School our Religious Education is distinctive as we:

· plan opportunities to explore the experience of the Church’s year;
· plan visits to places of worship, especially the local parish Churches, to develop the understanding of the Church as a living community;
· welcome visitors from the local parish to share their experience of Christian belief and life;
· liaise with the local parish to enable these visits and links to occur;
· develop skills to confidently use religious language to express knowledge and opinions;
· have the facility to listen to Christian ‘psalms, hymns and spiritual songs’ from a wide variety of traditions;
· have access to Christian artefacts that are used with care, respect and confidence;
· a sacred space that can be used as a focus for prayer and silent reflection;

Religious Education at St Thomas’ should enable:

· pupils and teachers to talk openly and freely about their own personal beliefs and practice without fear of ridicule;
· pupils to make excellent and appropriate progress in their knowledge and understanding of Christianity;
· pupils from Christian families to talk openly about their beliefs and values in lessons and to grow in their faith;
· pupils from other faith backgrounds to understand and be encouraged in their faith;
· pupils with no religious background to be given an insight into what it means to be a person of faith;
· pupils of all backgrounds to have a safe place to explore big questions and challenges of life in today’s society.

RE AND SPIRITUAL, MORAL SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT.

Spiritual development within RE in a Church School enriches and encourages the pupils’ discovery of God the creator, of their ‘inmost being’ and of the wonder of the environment. 
Moral development is based on the teachings of Jesus Christ, which offer pupils a secure foundation stone on which to make decisions and build their lives.
Social development enriches pupils’ understanding of what it means to live in a Christian community where Jesus’ command to love one another is put into practice.  
Cultural development provides opportunities to develop an understanding of Christianity as a worldwide, multi-cultural faith that has an impact on the lives of millions of people.

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

We try to develop and encourage personal reflection time in school for children across school from starting with us in The Foundation Stage. Every classroom has a reflection area, which children can visit during the school day to pray or think individually. In each building we also have a Reflection Station which can also be used for quiet and purposeful reflectiveness. 
Silence is used regularly within worship and the children are encouraged to reflect on their own personal prayers and thanksgivings. 


SEN PROVISION

Provision is made for children with special needs in Religious Education as it is in all areas of the curriculum. Where appropriate, a carefully differentiated programme of work is planned to enable all children to access the learning. Additional resources will also be made available to facilitate this where required. 



RESOURCES

Budget allocations ensure that up to date and relevant resources are available to teaching staff and children and replenished where required. This training budget also ensures that staff have up to date training in order to teach Religious Education effectively or lead our church school well. Year 6 children are given a bible at the end of their journey at St Thomas’.

ASSESSMENT AND RECORD KEEPING

The assessment of Religious Education at St Thomas is based on the Questful RE- Expectation and Achievement Ladders. We also use the National Framework, Non-Statutory Attainment Targets for RE: 
Attainment Target 1: Learning about Religion and Belief
Attainment Target 2: Learning From Religion and Belief 

Records are kept through: assessments and evaluations of unit plans and pupil performance, and supporting evidence comes from individual RE books and through the use of floor books displaying quality tasks. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Care must be taken during RE if candles are used. It is the responsibility of the adult leading the learning to ensure that flames are extinguished and that the matches or lighter used to light them are kept safely out of reach of pupils and returned to safe storage.

RIGHT OF WITHDRAWAL

We expect all children to participate in Religious Education. However, the right to withdraw a child from Collective Worship may be exercised after discussion with the Head teacher and the Chair of Governors. The school will make alternative arrangements for the supervision of the child during that part of the worship. Since the conduct of the school as a whole reflects the Anglican Church ethos, removal of pupils from Worship and/or Religious Education (as parents are legally entitled to do) cannot insulate them from the religious life of the school.

This right of withdrawal complies with the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education Reform Act.
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