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Friday 7th December 2018
Dear Parents/Carers,
Without a doubt the festive season has arrived: The Christmas tree has been decorated by our Reception pupils,
rehearsals are in full swing for next week’s nativity play and I have also seen a few Christmas hats and jumpers. We
are also really looking forward to the Christmas Fayre this afternoon, thank you FOCS.
Cross Country

In the true spirit of Cross Country, last Saturday morning was wet and windy. This did not impact our dedicated team
of runners who once again put in an amazing performance. Each runner has told me how much they enjoy taking
part in these races. I would like to thank Mrs Smith for organising the Coaley runners and our parents who transport
and support the children at the events. Final race is in the Spring Term.

Christmas Dinner, jumpers and Panto!
The school Christmas dinner day will be Wednesday 19th December. The menu this year is ‘Roast Turkey served with
Chipolata Sausage, Sage and Onion Stuffing and Gravy OR Cheese, Spinach and Cranberry Roulade both served with
Herby Roast Potatoes, Glazed Carrots and a Garden Pea Medley. Dessert will be Christmas Biscuits or Iced Sponge’.
The cost of a hot dinner is £2.36. As in previous years, you will be able to make a Parent Pay payment for a single
meal for Christmas Dinner.
To mark the occasion, we are inviting all children to wear their Christmas Jumpers to school that day. The FOCS have
very kindly arranged for a touring theatre company to entertain the children with a Panto version of ‘Ole King Cole’
that afternoon.
Nativity
After weeks of rehearsals, it is very nearly time for our ‘Straw and Order’ performances. You should have all received
an allocation of tickets. We are looking forward to seeing everyone at least at one of the two performances in the
Village Hall: Wednesday 12th December 6pm or Thursday 13th December 2pm. Please could the children arrive at

the village hall at 5:30pm on the Wednesday evening performance in order to have enough time to get changed into
their costumes. A very small number of pupils have still not handed their costume to a teacher. If you are not sure
what you need to send in, please contact Mrs Lowe. Our Dress Rehearsal is Tuesday morning, we need all costumes
in school before then. Thank you for your support.
Bishop Visiting
We are looking forward to welcoming Bishop Robert to school on Friday 14th December. He will be leading our
Friday afternoon worship, which will start at the slightly earlier time of 2:15pm. You are all welcome.
School Closure
It is the time of year where the weather can play havoc with roads and schools. Although we are still enjoying
relative mild temperatures, I would like to remind you of the procedure should we have to close the school due to
snow or extreme weather.
Our priority is the safety of the children. In the event of adverse weather conditions. We will make every effort to
remain open. We take the view that closing the school can disrupt teaching and learning as well as inconveniencing
parents and carers.
The decision to close the school will review a number of factors:
 The conditions on site are considered too dangerous – this will include heating and utility factors caused by
adverse weather.
 The conditions traveling to and from the school site are considered too dangerous or likely to worsen.
 We receive advice and recommendations from other agencies, including Gloucestershire County Council,
local emergency services or transport agencies.
 We are unable to get a sufficient number of staff to the school site to operate safely.
On those occasions where the weather closes in overnight, a decision will be made as early as possible or by 7:30am
at the latest. Sometimes, the weather may worsen during the school day. We will notify you of an early closing time
should this be the case.
Notification of a school closure will be sent to you directly via Parent Mail – please ensure the school office have an
up to date telephone and email contact. A list of school closures will also be available on the Gloucestershire County
Council website – http://www.glosclosedschools.com, BBC Radio Gloucester 104.7FM, Heart Radio Station 102.4FM.

******* REMINDERS ********
School Council – Food Bank Appeal
There is a Christmas Hamper collection box in the entrance of the school to collect any donations for the Stroud
Food Bank. The school council have requested items that will help make someone else’s Christmas special. The ‘Top
Ten’ Items are: Tinned Ham, Christmas Biscuits, Savoury Crackers, Fruit Squash & Cordial, Boxes of Chocolates,
Instant Hot Chocolate, Nuts, Bags of sweets, Luxury Crisps, Cranberry Sauce. Anything you can offer will be
gratefully received.
Making Robins Class Christmassy!
As the Christmas decorations start to appear out of the loft, can we please put out a request for any unwanted
decorations, old blank Christmas cards, wrapping paper or other festive paraphernalia. Mrs Walker and Mrs Smith
have sleigh-load of ideas to start spreading the Christmas cheer and getting everyone in a seasonal mood. Any
additional resources you can provide will be gratefully received!

Thank you all for the support you offer the school. I look forward to seeing you over the next couple of
weeks at one of our many events.
Wishing you a restful weekend.

Aisling Stranack
Interim Headteacher

Forgiveness: “The weak can never
forgive, forgiveness is an attribute of
the strong.” Mahatma Ghandi

Proud Cloud Certificates:
Attendance:

Robins: Poppy, Jasmine
Owls: Rosa

Robins – 97.7%

Values Certificates:
Robins: Violet
Owls: Molly B

Owls – 95.7%

Growth Mindset Certificates:
Robins: Anna-Mae for having a great ‘can do’ attitude towards her work this week.
Owls: Adam for working hard on personal targets to ensure he is always improving his work.

Clubs:
Monday: Cross Country Club Lunchtime;
Tuesday: Raffles Forest School (Y2 – Y6) 3:15-4:30pm

Dec Dates
12th Dec – Nativity 6pm Village Hall (5:30pm FOCS serving tea, coffee & mince pies)
13th Dec - Nativity 2pm Village Hall (1:30pm FOCS serving tea, coffee & mince pies)
14th Dec – Worship with Bishop Robert at 2:15pm
19th Dec – Christmas Jumpers (& Dinner & Panto!)
20th Dec – Christmas Service St Bartholomew’s 9:00am
21st Dec – End of Term
January Dates
8th Jan – Back to School
FOCS Future Events:

Please note- Dates and times are subject to change, we will update you as soon as possible.

WE ARE COALEY - We Believe

We Respect

We Belong

