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The Annual Report of the Board of Governors 2017/2018 School Year


Chairperson: Rev Crowe
Secretary: Mrs V Wylie




The Governors’ report provides an overview of the working of Bushvalley Primary School and how the Governors and others with responsibility for the school have carried out their duties. 
Should you wish to have any additional information or clarification on any aspect of the report please forward your request in writing to the Secretary of the Board of Governors. 
I present the report for your consideration. 
Victoria Wylie (Secretary of Board of Governors) 

1. The Governing Body and Structure 
Names and Categories of the Board of Governors 
Rev K Crowe		Transferor (Chairman)

Mrs E Lynn		Transferor

Mr R Lynas		Transferor

Mrs E Wilson		Transferor

Mrs P Crossley	EA Representative (Vice Chair-person)

Cllr F Campbell	EA Representative

Mrs C Stewart 	Parent Representative

Mrs KA Lamont	Parent Representative

Mrs L Creelman	Teacher Representative

Mrs V Wylie		Hon. Secretary

The Board of Governors for Bushvalley Primary School met on 8 occasions, during the School Year 2017/2018. 

The Governors are ultimately responsible for the overall management of the school. Some of their responsibilities include:

· The oversight of the curriculum
· Selection of staff and other personal responsibilities
· Admissions policy
· School maintenance
· Implementation of new legislation
· Fostering links with the local community 
· Management of LMS (Local Management of Schools) Budget





2. School Organisation 
(1) Teaching Staff 
Staffing is dependent upon the number of pupils enrolled at the school. The number of pupils admitted in September 2017 was 28. The total number of pupils on the roll was 154. There were 8 members of teaching staff. 

(2) Members of Teaching Staff September 2017 
Principal/P7 Teacher		Mrs V Wylie
Principal Relief /P7 Teacher	Mrs S Laverty
P6 Teacher				Mrs C Irwin
P5 Teacher				Mrs L Creelman/Miss K Carson
P4 Teacher				Mrs E Bartlett/Miss H Blair
P3 Teacher				Mr M Creelman
P2 Teacher				Miss L Bartlett
P1 Teacher				Mrs H Hutchinson/Miss H Blair

Mrs L Creelman was on maternity leave from 4th October 2017 -1 July 2018. Miss K Carson taught P5 during her absence from school. 
Mrs H Hutchinson made an application to work flexibly (3 days per week). Miss H Blair worked in P1 (Tuesday and Wednesday). 
Mrs E Bartlett also made an application to work flexibly (3 days per week). Miss H Blair worked in P4 (Thursday and Friday).
(3) Ancillary and Auxiliary Staff 1 September 2017 
Senior Clerical Officer		Mrs J Bartlett (appointed from 4/1/18)
General/Classroom Assistants 	Mrs E McCooke
					Mrs A McElheran
					Mrs V Hanna
					Mrs R Ramsay
					Miss V Wilson
Supervisory Assistants		Mrs A McCooke
Caretaker				Mrs V Hanna
Ancillary Staff				Mrs R McMullan

3. School Finances
(1) LMS (Local Management of Schools) Delegated Budget
The school operates under a fully delegated status.
Income and Expenditure for the financial year April 2017 to March 2018
Budget		£385,542
Expenditure		£395,486
2017/2018 Deficit	£9,944
(2) Private School Funds
The school operates a private account with the First Trust Bank, Coleraine. This account is used for the following purposes:
· School trips
· School uniform
· Extra-curricular activities
· Wrap-around care
The account is audited on an annual basis.
The School Council organised various events throughout the year and raised a total of £1080.65. This money will support the purchase of iPads. 
4.  Attendance 2017/2018
The average daily attendance was 94.6%.
Full attendance certificates were awarded to the following pupils:
· Henry Booth (P2)
· Fiji Rankin (P2)
· Luke Booth (P5)
· Ellis Lamont (P4)
· Summer Lamont (P5)

5. The Curriculum
(1) The Northern Ireland Curriculum
The school provided a broad and balanced curriculum for all the pupils and has fulfilled the statutory requirements of the Northern Ireland Curriculum. 
Within each class, differentiation of work has taken into account the varying ability levels of the children. A variety of teaching techniques and styles have been employed, from whole class teaching to small group work.
All pupils on the Special Needs Register had an individual Education Plan. Support for each pupil was in the form of differentiated learning within the class and support from Learning Support Assistants. 
Target Groups were established for Numeracy and Literacy. Weekly sessions provided an opportunity for pupils to develop their skills in identified areas. 
Sólás delivered a very successful programme known as 'Back on Track'. This programme facilitated a process of early intervention and support to pupils who had been identified as having an additional educational need. The programme utilised the skills of a retired teacher volunteer, weekly, on a one-on-one basis. Support was provided in literacy and/or numeracy along with the development of individualised work tailored to meet each a child’s identified needs.

(2) Curriculum/Professional Development
The new School Development Plan was created. Curriculum/professional development during the year focused on:
· Identification of underachievement in Literacy and Numeracy
· Provision of intervention in Literacy and Numeracy
· The use of digital assessment
· Audit and review of phonics, spelling and handwriting provision
· ASD training for staff
· Developing outdoor play experiences

Teachers availed of opportunities for professional development through attendance at in-service courses organised by the school, Education Authority or the Regional Training Unit. 
(3) Exceptional Closures
There were 5 exceptional closures during the year for staff development/training in the following areas:
· Coordinator Action Plans
· SEN
· Literacy Development
· Assessment Procedures
· Data Analysis

(4) Assessment
(1) Statutory Assessment
Year 4 and Year 7 pupils completed the Statutory Assessment in Communication, Using Mathematics and ICT during the 2017/2018 school year. The results were reported to parents in the Annual Progress Reports in June 2018. 
Key stage 1:
	
	Level 2 and above
	Level 3 and above

	Communication
	85%
	25%

	Using Mathematics
	90%
	20%

	ICT
	100%
	-






Key Stage 2:
	
	Level 4 and above
	Level 5 and above

	Communication
	80%
	6.6%

	Using Mathematics
	93%
	13.3%

	ICT
	100%
	_



(2) Transfer Procedure
The number of pupils transferring to each of the secondary schools is detailed below:
· Dalriada Grammar	6		
· Coleraine Grammar	4
· Ballycastle High	2
· Ballymoney High	3

5. Awards 2017/2018
Awards for special achievement were presented to the following pupils:
	Academic Awards
	Pupil receiving Award

	Reynolds Cup
Achievement in Art & Design, Drama & Music
	Tamia Van Der Byl P7

	McMullan Cup KS1
Science & Technology
	Matthew Moore P4

	McMullan Cup KS2
Science & Technology
	Joe Lynas P7

	Evans Shield
Boy & Girl in KS1 for best efforts in academic and other aspects of school life
	Cormac Ramage P4
Ellis Lamont P4

	Bushvalley Endeavour Award
Boy & Girl in KS2 for best efforts in academic and other aspects of school life
	Luca Kher P7
Izzy Lamont P7

	McConaghie Cup
Citizenship in KS2
	Abbie Buckingham P6

	Jamison Cup
Citizenship in KS1
	Katie McCrellis P4

	Moore Cup
Pupil of the Year
	Emily Sayers P7

	Lavery Cup
Numeracy
	James McCrellis P7

	Arlow Cup
Reading
	Jessica Stewart P7

	Bushvalley ICT Cup KS1
Best efforts in ICT KS1
	Katie Boyd P4

	Bushvalley ICT Cup KS2
Best efforts in ICT KS2
	Lauchin Guy P7

	Music Endeavour Award
Best efforts in Music
	Sarah Logan

	
	

	Sports’ Day Awards
	Pupil receiving Award

	Jackson Cup
Sporting Endeavour
	Tom Stirling P7

	Ballycregagh Sports’ Day Cup
Awarded for highest points achieved on Sports’ Day
	Zoe Christie P7
Jessica Stewart P6

	Primary 1 Boy
1st Wilson Logan
2nd William Kyle
3rd Bobby Thompson
	Primary 1 Girl
1st Isla Buckingham
2nd Martha Cordner
3rd Madisson Baird

	Primary 2 Boy
1st Will Stevenson
2nd Riley McBride
3rd Joe McFadden
	Primary 2 Girl
1st Eva Boreland
2nd Ella Wasson
3rd Catherine Petticrew

	Primary 3 Boy
1st Isaac Cordner
2nd Tom McDowell
3rd Caleb McMullan
	Primary 3 Girl
1st Summer-Rose Dempster
2nd Emily-Jane King
3rd Kayley Gough

	Primary 4 Boy
1st Jayden Small
2nd Max Buckingham
3rd Cormac Ramage
	Primary 4 Girl
1st Katie McCrellis
2nd Katie Boyd
3rd Akili Van Der Byl

	Primary 5 Boy
1st Noah McMullan
2nd Cooper Rankin
3rd Seth Cordner
	Primary 5 Girl
1st Eve Lynas
2nd Lucy Jamison
3rd Charlotte Elder

	Primary 6 Boy
1st Reece Millar
2nd Marley Foster
3rd Jack McCrea
	Primary 6 Girl
1st Jessica Stewart
2nd Lucy Crilly
3rd Kara Wasson

	Primary 7 Boy
1st James McCrellis
2nd Chad McLaughlin
3rd Mason Booth
	Primary 7 Girl
1st Zoe Christie
2nd Katelynne King
3rd Tamia Van Der Byl



6. The Arts
· The Education Authority’s music service provided instrumental tuition in strings (Miss S Bell)  
· The Music Loft provided drum and guitar tuition
· Miss N Rodgers provided singing lessons
· Mrs G Steele provided piano and flute lesson
· More Performing Arts School provided drama lessons

The following groups participated at Coleraine Music Festival:
· Primary 2 – 3rd Place (Action Song)
· Primary 3 & 4 – 2nd Place (Hymn Singing)
The following individuals were prize winners in the Schools’ Section at Coleraine Music Festival:
	Name
	Class
	Result

	Ashton Kher
	Piano Solo (P3 & under)
	1st 

	Rowan Taggart
	Piano Solo (P3 & under)
	3rd 

	Jessica Stewart
	Piano Solo (P6)
	2nd 

	Luca Kher
	Piano Solo (P7)
	1st 

	James McCrellis
	Piano Solo (P7)
	2nd 

	Abbie Buckingham
	Girls’ Solo (P6)
	3rd 

	Bella McMullan
	Musical theatre (P4 & under)
	1st 

	Bella McMullan
	Children’s Solo (P2 & P3)
	1st 

	Bella McMullan
	Children’s Solo (P2)
	1st 

	Sarah Logan
	Children’s Solo (P4)
	3rd 

	Ellen Ramage
	Children’s Solo (P5)
	1st 

	Charlotte Elder
	Children’s Solo (P5)
	2nd 

	Jazmin Lamont
	Children’s Solo (P5)
	3rd 

	Ben Sayers
	Boys’ Speech and Drama (P2)
	2nd

	Caleb McMullan
	Boys’ Speech and Drama (P3)
	HC

	Evie Blair
	Girls’ Speech and Drama (P4)
	1st

	Katie Boyd
	Girls’ Speech and Drama (P4)
	2nd

	Katie McCrellis
	Girls’ Speech and Drama (P4)
	HC

	Eve Lynas
	Girls’ Speech and Drama (P5)
	HC

	Joe Lynas
	Boys’ Speech and Drama (P7)
	HC
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The following pupils gained certificates in Drama and / or Singing: 
	Name
	Exam
	Result

	Catherine Petticrew
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 1
	Merit

	Bella McMullan
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 1
	Distinction

	Alex Leighton
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 2
	Distinction

	Caitlin Gray
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 2
	Merit

	Lucy Crilly
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 2
	Distinction

	Evie Blair
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 2
	Distinction

	Eve Lynas
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 2
	Distinction

	Jayden Lamont
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 2
	Merit

	Akili Van Der Byl
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 2
	Distinction

	Rachael Hill
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 3
	Merit

	Tamia Van Der Byl
	New Era Academy Acting
Grade 3
	Distinction

	Abbie Buckingham
	London College Of Music
Music Theatre - Grade 1
	Distinction

	Summer-Rose Dempster
	London College Of Music
Music Theatre - Grade 1
	Distinction

	Caitlin Gray 
	London College Of Music
Music Theatre - Grade 1
	Distinction

	Eve Lynas
	London College Of Music
Music Theatre - Grade 1
	Distinction

	Emily Sayers
	London College Of Music
Music Theatre - Grade 1
	Distinction

	Tamia Van Der Byl
	London College Of Music
Music Theatre - Grade 1
	Distinction



7. Sport
Pupils were offered a wide range of sporting activities both within the normal school day and after school. The activities were organised by both teaching staff and external coaches.  The activities included:
· Multi-skills (P1 & P2)
· Hockey
· Football
· Golf
· Table Tennis
· Tag Rugby
· Dance
· Cycling Proficiency
· Swimming
The school was represented at football, rugby and swimming competitions. The pupils participated very well. 
8. School Premises
Internally, the building is in good decorative order, however, the classrooms require re-painting. 
The school was successful in achieving a grant from Awards for All to develop outdoor play facilities. 
9. Security of Pupils, Staff and School Premises
The following measures have been taken to ensure the safety of all at Bushvalley Primary:
· The school has a controlled system of entry into the school. The main door is locked. Access to visitors is granted by the secretary/Principal, who release the door remotely
· The doors in the mobile classroom are locked during the school day
· All visitors sign in at the office
· When collecting pupils from school, parents first report to the office and a member of staff collects the pupil from the classroom
· A perimeter fencing discourages unauthorised entry to the school grounds during out of school hours
· An alarm system in the school informs key holders of unauthorised persons within the school outside school hours
· Staff use key fobs to release certain locked doors from exterior
· The school carries out the Fire Evacuation Procedure on a regular basis
· All unexpected visitors to the site are challenged
· During community use of site, the caretaker is present
10. Child Protection and Safeguarding
(1) Child Protection and Safeguarding Team
The Safeguarding Team was comprised of the Principal (Mrs V Wylie), Designated Teacher (Mrs L Creelman), Deputy Designated Teacher (Mrs C Irwin), Chairman of Governors (Rev K Crowe) and Designated Governor (Mrs C Stewart). 
(2) Child Protection Policy
The policy was updated in August 2017 and made available to all members of staff and parents (via website or hard copies at school office). 
(3) Child Protection Training
The Principal trained both teaching and non-teaching members of staff in Child Protection matters. Mrs L Creelman trained the governors. 
(4) Child Protection Issues
LAC Review meetings were attended in respect of 2 families. 
A Family Support review was attended. 
A referral was made to Social Services (UNOCINI).
11. School and the Community
(1) Educational Visits
During the year, all classes participated in a range of educational visits. Primary 7 had a very successful visit to Glasgow/Edinburgh (20/06/18 – 22/06/18) along with pupils from Clough Primary School. 
(2) Charities
The school community supported the following charities throughout the year: 
British Legion Poppy Appeal - £139.96 (5/12/17)
BBC Children In Need - £255.00 (7/12/17)
Save the Children - £118.00 (16/02/18)
LUCAS – Education - £194.80 (25/08/18)
(3) Assemblies
Each class had the opportunity to lead assembly throughout the year. Additionally, Rev Crowe and Rev Jones each lead assembly once a month. 
(4) Musical Productions
All pupils from P1 – P7 had the opportunity to participate in our Carol Service at Roseyards Presbyterian Church (13/12/17).
Family and friends attended our first Musical Afternoon (02/08/18) where the pupils successfully demonstrated their musical talents. 
Pupils in Primary 7 ended their time at Bushvalley with a very successful and memorable Leavers’ Night on Wednesday 27th June. 
(5) After School Activities
A wide range of extra-curricular activities was offered to the pupils during the school year.  These included:
· Transfer Club
· Orchestra
· Scripture Union
· Ulster Scots
· Cycling Proficiency
· Football
· Multi Skills 
· Golf
· Hockey
· Tag Rugby
· ICT
· Iconic Dance 
· More Drama

(6) Open Day

Our Open Day (Saturday 18th November 2017) attracted a good attendance and was very effective in promoting the school to potential parents. 

(7) Wraparound Child Care

The school has continued to successfully operate a term time Wraparound Child Care facility (Bush Buddies). The facility is run by Mrs E Bartlett and assisted by Miss V Wilson. Mrs E McCooke, Mrs D McPhee and Mrs C Patton are the supervisors for this facility. 

As part of our Wraparound Child Care, we were delighted to be able to offer parents the facility of dropping pupils off to our Breakfast Club (from 8am – 8.40am).  

12. Parental Interest and Support

The Governors, Principal and Staff are most appreciative of the continued support and interest of the parents in the life of the school. A sincere thanks to all parents for your continued support throughout the year. 

During the 2017/2018 school year, the PTA raised £4091.74 

· £811.63 – Afternoon Tea with Santa
· £266.26 – Christmas Concert (tea/coffee)
· £302.60 – Movie Night
· £783.00 – Fireside Quiz
· £565.95 – Spring Clean (All Tex Recyclers)
· £759.00 – Table Quiz
· £550.00 – Tesco Door Collection
· £53.30 – Sports’ Day (tea / coffee) 

The hard work of the PTA continues to be invaluable in providing pupils with additional resources. From the funds raised, the PTA financed the following:

· P.7. Leavers Hoodies (£210)
· Servicing Water Coolers (£198)
· Spelling Resources (£374.73)
· Ice-cream Van at Sports Day (£150)
· 3 iPads & Covers (£741.72)
· Accelerated Reading Programme (£879.45)
· Fencing for Outdoor Play Area (£1,086.00)



The PTA office bearers for the 2017/2018 school year included:	
Chair:		Mrs Y Stewart	
Secretary:	Mrs LJ Sayers
Treasurer:	Ms C Leighton
Teacher Rep:	Mrs C Irwin, Mrs E Bartlett & Mrs H Hutchinson

13. Concluding Remarks
All members of the Board of Governors extend their thanks to the Principal and Staff for the high standards achieved both inside and outside the classroom and to the parents for their support in achieving this high level of success. 
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