WE LOVE, WE PRAY, WE LEARN, WE PLAY
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St Thomas Aquinas
Bl Catholic Multi-Academy Trust

WSLETTER 25th January 2019

Dear Families,

It has been a busy week of learning and play. It has been great to see a joy of reading and books in school, whether
through Year Sixes’ liturgy this week on the books of the bible, or the school librarians reading with the younger
children in the library at lunchtime. We are very much looking forward to the Feast Day of Thomas Aquinas on
Monday 28" of January, where some of the children and staff will be attending the Academy launch day with Bishop
Patrick at the Morningside Arena in Leicester. All the children have been involved in school, either through learning
the music for the day or by making a large Al poster to show Bishop Patrick how the Holy Spirit is at work in the
school. This will be displayed on the launch day and we will bring back another poster from another school to pray for
that school.

Behaviour and Anti-bullying Policy

Thank you so much to the parents, who helped with the discussion about promoting positive behaviour in school last
term. We have worked with children and staff to update both policies and the Governors have read them and ratified

the policies. Please do have a look at the policies on the school website. A summary of the policies will be sent out in
a letter next week.

Themed Lunch days and Year Group lunch days.

We warmly invite you to join with our children for our excellent, tasty and healthy nutritious school
lunches in the lunch hall from 12.00p.m to 1p.m. A letter has been sent out to parents on some theme
lunches we have organised, which we’d like to welcome you to, such as today for British food week. Meals
are priced at £2.94 per adult. Please inform the school office, if you would like to join us on those days in
the letter, as soon as possible or the dates below, so we can arrange the provision.

Thursday 31 January: Y6 parents invited for lunch 12.20p.m

Wednesday 6" February: Y5 parents invited for lunch 12.20p.m

Thursday 28t February: Y4 parents invited for lunch 12.20p.m

Wednesday 13" March: Y3 parents invited for lunch 12.20p.m

Thursday 21* March: Y2 parents invited for lunch: 12.00p.m

Wednesday 27" March: Y1 parents invited for lunch 12.00p.m

Wednesday 3" April: EYFS — Foundation parents invited for lunch 12.00p.m

Family English Classes: Leicestershire Adult Learning Service

Thursdays 1.30p.m —3.15p.m in the school’s studio. Thank you to the parents who attended the Second
session this week with Pauline. All parents are welcome: Learn ways to help your child settle into school,
improve your own skills in English, understand letters from school and feel confident to help and support
your child. You can ring Pauline on 07944055723/01163055636 for further information. We thank her for
providing this free service.

Thomas Aquinas Catholic Multi- Academy Trust Feast Day Celebrations
On Monday 28" of May, it is the Feast Day of St Thomas Aquinas. The Academy is hosting a special day at
the Leicestershire Morningside Arena. Each school in the Academy has been asked to bring 55 children/




members of staff and a coach has been arranged for this. We would have liked to have taken the whole
school, but have chosen KS2 children from the school choir, chaplaincy and those who have made that
extra-special contribution to the Catholic life of the school. A letter has been sent out to the children
selected and we thank you if there has been a prompt return of it. Miss Jordan, Mrs Abell, Mrs Moore, Mrs
Leaney and our two school RE Governors- Mrs Monaghan and Fr Simon, will be going with the children.
The coach leaves school at 9a.m and we will return before the end of the school day.

Extra-Curricular Activities

The children have enjoyed the extra-curricular activities that have started this week. Please note that Choir
club does not begin until the 31% of January, due to Mrs Verentina not being available until then.

There are still places for these after school clubs: lego club on Mondays, Activities on Tuesday, morning
wake and shake on Thursday and Athletics on a Thursday. The football and multi- skills clubs will begin
after half term and a letter for each was given out to the children this week.

FOSM : School Parents Teachers organisation
The school has gained so many wonderful things through their and your generosity.

NEXT MEETING AND AGM 4™ APRIL at 3.30p.m: all parents welcome, in this meeting it is the Annual General
meeting: so if you would like to be voted into a role please ensure you attend.

PYJAMA day: Thursday 14" February 2019

SPONSORED FLOSS AFTERNOON: 11" April from 2p.m on the school playground: raise money from the school and
have fun doing the floss dance! Sponsor forms can be collected from the School office. How long can your children
floss for?

22" May: EYFS and KS1 Talent Show from 4p.m

23" May: KS2: Junior Talent show from 6p.m

There is a suggestion book on the table by the school hall entrance, please do fill it in if you have any suggestions of
things to fundraise for or any fundraising ideas.

Further events and dates will be in next week’s newsletter. Thank you for your feedback, the FOSM team have
reduced events to one or two per term. We do need more volunteers for events such as school disco’s and other
events.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CATHOLIC LIFE AND COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

Invitation to school Liturgies/ assemblies: Families are very welcome to attend school assemblies/
Liturgies as follows:

Tuesdays 9.00 a.m Prayer and liturgy led by the Headteacher or classes. No whole
school Liturgy on Tuesday this week, due to mass on Friday.

Fridays 9.00 am Achievement assembly (If we are attending Mass, it will be on
Thursdays.

The Achievement Assembly: Next week is on Thursday 31* January, due to the school attending
mass on Friday the 1% of February.

Saturday 2" of February The feast of Candlemas; the presentation of Jesus at the temple.

Friday 1st of February: The school will be celebrating mass in the morning on this Friday at 9.15a.m in church, due
to the feast being on Saturday. We will begin in the school hall, with the blessing of the candles and then process
into Church. All are welcome. On that week the Achievement assembly will be on the Thursday.

PE lessons and PE kits




Please ensure that children have their PE kits in school all week and for those classes going swimming, their
swimming kits. This is an equally important part of the curriculum and we ensure that there is excellent provision. A
letter will be sent home, if they do not have their kits and if this is a recurring situation, a meeting will be called with
parents to find a resolution. We endeavour in enabling the children to find their PE kit first, but labelling of all their
kit would help staff to find it, if it is not on their peg. All children must have their t-shirt and shorts for indoor PE, but
due to the cold weather and particularly Key Stage Two, need to have track suit for their PE. Please do have a look
at the uniform policy for the correct PE kit for children to bring in. Children who do not have their PE kits attend PE
lessons and have to write about the learning in the lesson. Children will not be exempt from PE lessons for medical
reasons or injury, unless there is a written and signed letter from a parent.

School Uniform: hair and ties

Any child’s hair which is longer than shoulder length must be put up in a ponytail, bun or plait. Please also ensure
children are wearing their school ties.

Thank you.

Parent’s Progress Meeting: 12t February : 2-6.00p.m : School Hall

Online Safety
This week Mr Cooper, the school’”s I T technician has

We have blocked access to computer games, such as Roblox and Fortnite and much access to You tube. We do receive
weekly alerts to notify parents about the dangers of children being groomed and exploited on games, such as Fortnite
and Roblox and would ask for your increased surveillance of this at home, if your children are using it. We have also
noted, that some children are very tired and not alert in the school day, due to a lack of sleep because of playing online
games and need your support on this for school days.

Dates for Your Diary

12th February Parent s evening: progress-6pmf or mat i
18" February &22nd Half term
Feb
25" February School open for the second half of the Spring Term
5% March World Book Day and Shrove Tuesday
6™ March Ash Wednesday: 9.15 mass in church
7™ March Individual and Sibling photographs
Easter holidays Monday 15™ April to Fr iday 26 ™ April 2019
School re opens: Monday 29 ™ of April 2019.
13" May 2019 Year 6 SAT86s Testing week

Thank you for your continued support for the school.

The next newsletter will be sent out on Friday the 1% of February 2019. | look forward to seeing you all at
school.

Yours Sincerely,

Miss P Jordan  Headteacher



