During May, children in Year 2 will sit Reading and Maths tests. Following an information
session in the Autumn term, we have been asked questions about the tests and how to help
at home so we have compiled this information booklet.

This has been taken from ‘Information for Parents: 2018 national curriculum tests at the
end of key stages 1 and 2’ (STA). A link to this document can be found at
www.sherrier.leics.sch.uk/year-groups/year-2sats

Some parents would like to see a whole test so we are going to send
home either a Reading or Maths test each week. These tests are
optional so you do not need to send them back into school but your
child can complete them if they wish.
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How to help your child…


Complete the weekly X-Factor sheets. We have attached the addition facts your child

should know by the end of Year 2. If they know 14 + 3 = 17, do they know 17 – 3 =
4?







Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts (2,5,10), forwards and
backwards
Learn the 2, 5 and 10 times tables
Encourage opportunities for telling the time (hour, half an hour, fifteen minutes then five
minutes)
Identify different amounts and calculate change using coins and notes
Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home
Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes

What do the tests look like?
Children will sit two tests. The Arithmetic paper covers calculations for addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division. It also covers fractions. The questions on the
Reasoning paper are varied. They require calculation skills and questions are varied. It
includes multiple choice, matching, true/false, completing a chart or table or drawing a
shape. Some questions will also require children to show or explain their working out.
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How to help your child…
There is not a writing test. We assess writing through writing that the children complete
throughout the year.





Talk about the ‘Fridge words’. This will encourage children to use a wide range of
vocabulary
Practise and learn the Year 1 and 2 spellings (see attached sheet)
Encourage opportunities for writing, such as letters, shopping lists, stories or poems
Remember that good readers become good writers! Listen to your child at least three
times a week and complete their reading record
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How to help your child…
Remember, listening to your child read can take many forms:









First and foremost, focus on developing an enjoyment and love of reading
Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as
listening to your child read
Read a little but often
Talk about the story before, during and afterwards. Discuss the plot, characters, their
feelings and actions, how it makes you feel , predict what will happen and encourage
your child to have their own opinions
Look up definitions of words together
All reading is valuable so it doesn’t just have to be stories. Reading can involve
books, newspapers or magazines
Visit the local library

What do the tests look like?
The Reading test comprises of two separate papers. Paper 1 consists of a combined reading
prompt and answer booklet. Paper 2 consists of an answer booklet and a separate booklet.
The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction.
Questions are designed to assess children’s comprehension and understanding of the text.
There are a variety of question types.
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