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Twenty-five years into the franchise, Mission: Impossible — Dead Reckoning Part One still 
escalates the action—and raises fresh philosophical stakes. From rogue AI to globe-trotting 
chases and death-defying stunts, this entry delivers what fans demand. Here's a grounded, 
expert breakdown of what works, what doesn’t, and why it matters. 
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What Is Dead Reckoning Part One? {#what-is} 

A 2023 American action spy thriller—the seventh in the Mission: Impossible series—directed 
and co-written by Christopher McQuarrie, starring Tom Cruise as Ethan Hunt. Hunt faces a 
sentient rogue AI known as the Entity, pursued via a split two-part key of global power. 

●​ Release: Premiered June 19, 2023 (Rome); U.S. theatrical release July 12, 2023.​
 

●​ Budget & Box Office: ~$220 million net ($291 million gross), grossed $571 
million—critically acclaimed but underwhelming given cost.​
 

●​ Sequel: Followed by Mission: Impossible — The Final Reckoning, released May 
2025.​
 

 

Why It Matters in the Franchise {#why-it-matters} 

●​ Elevates the thematic direction: shifting from biothreats and rogue agencies to a 
techno-existential threat—AI.​
 

●​ Ties back to the original 1996 film’s emotional core, reintroducing characters like 
Kittridge while blending homage and evolution.​
 



●​ Ends on a cliffhanger, setting up a high-stakes finale with broader narration—even 
Cruise hinted it's Ethan’s concluding arc.​
 

 

Core Concepts: The Entity and the Key {#core-concepts} 

●​ The Entity: A sentient, world-penetrating AI able to manipulate global systems—from 
nuclear subs to data networks.​
 

●​ The Key: A two-part cruciform device controlling the Entity. Hunt races to recover 
both halves before superpowers or villains dominate.​
 

 

Ride & Seek: Locations, Stunts, Visual Highlights {#stunts} 

Location Highlight 

Bering 
Sea/Submarine 

AI-triggered submarine sinking 

Rub’ al Khali Desert Hunt retrieves key from Ilsa 

Abu Dhabi Airport Airport standoff and chase 

Rome High-octane Fiat 500 chase 

Venice Emotional showdown, Ilsa's fall 

Norway (Helsetkopen) Motorcycle cliff jump, train stunt 

 

Comparison Table: MI Films vs. Dead Reckoning Part One 
{#comparison} 



Film AI/Threat 
Type 

Stunts/Innovation Emotional 
Stakes 

Best For 

Fallout (2018) Syndicate Halo jump, 
helicopter chase 

Team 
dynamics, trust 

Classic 
ensemble 
action 

Ghost Protocol 
(2011) 

Nuclear 
threat 

Burj Khalifa climb Identity & duty Spectacle 
introduction 

Dead 
Reckoning Part 
One 

Sentient AI 
(Entity) 

Cliff motorcycle, 
train 

Loss, legacy, 
future stakes 

Tech-thriller, 
series setup 

 

Common Mistakes and How to Fix Them {#mistakes} 

●​ Pacing bogs early: Too much exposition upfront. Fix: Trim mission brief, focus on 
unfolding tension.​
 

●​ AI narrative overload: The Entity’s omnipotence can feel abstract. Fix: Ground 
stakes through human cost (Ilsa’s death, Grace’s arc).​
 

●​ Star-centric spectacle: Cruise’s epic run scenes can feel long. Fix: Diversify focus 
with ensemble reactions.​
 

 

Mini Case Study: The Motorcycle Cliff Jump {#case-study} 

One of action cinema's most ambitious stunts: filmed on a Norwegian mountain with Cruise 
riding off a cliff, dismounting mid-air, then base-jumping onto a moving train. No CGI—this 
showcased real commitment, stunt safety, and collaboration across departments. 

 

Budget/Time-Saving Tips & Alternatives {#tips} 



●​ Reuse locations with minimal set dressing (e.g. Venice scenes shot under permit 
restrictions).​
 

●​ Combine practical effects with selective CGI to reduce cost (e.g. drone-assisted 
shots paired with real stunts).​
 

●​ Focus on high-impact sequences early to hold pace; delay explanatory scenes into 
middle act.​
 

 

Voice of Fans & Critics {#reviews} 

●​ Critics praised the blend of nostalgia and innovation, evoking the original’s style 
while delivering fresh action.​
 

●​ Some reviewers noted over-complex dialogue but lauded the thrills and cliffhanger 
setup.​
 

●​ Audience voices: Fans highlight the train battle and cliff stunt as franchise highs, 
though many felt the emotional payoff was incomplete without Part Two.​
 

 

FAQs {#faqs} 

1.​ What’s the runtime?​
 

○​ 163 minutes (~2 hr 43 min).​
 

2.​ Where and when did it release digitally?​
 

○​ Digital on October 10, 2023; DVD/Blu-ray/4K on October 31, 2023.​
 

3.​ Is it available to stream?​
 

○​ Available on major platforms like Paramount+ and Netflix in various regions.​
 

4.​ Does it have post-credits scenes?​
 

○​ No; the story picks directly into Part Two.​
 

5.​ Is this Tom Cruise’s last MI?​
 

○​ The Final Reckoning is intended as Ethan Hunt’s final appearance.​
 



6.​ Has it won any awards?​
 

○​ At the 4th Critics' Choice Super Awards, it received five nominations and won 
two awards.​
 

 

Conclusion & Safety Disclaimer {#conclusion} 

In Mission: Impossible – Dead Reckoning Part One, adrenaline meets AI paranoia, 
old-school craftsmanship meets modern threats. It’s not perfect—pacing and emotional 
resonance sometimes lag—but its ambition, stunts, and thematic reach secure its place 
among the franchise’s boldest entries. 

Next steps: watch for the sequel, reflect on recurring character arcs, and explore deeper 
themes of tech ethics through future releases. 

Disclaimer: The information above is for entertainment and informational purposes only. 
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