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1. Background 

A major emergency response operation is underway 

in Brinland following Friday’s devastating 

earthquake, the biggest on record in Brinland. The 

7.2 magnitude earthquake on the Richter scale that 

hit at 01:37 local time, in the Bronze Province, near 

Bekario, at a depth of 8Km, caused widespread 

destruction, mainly affecting the Provinces of 

Bronze and Amethyst. The vast majority of 

casualties are likely to be a result of the earthquake 

due to the non-seismic proven construction 

methods in this rather poor part of the country. 

 

A State of Emergency has been declared by the President on 18 November at 14:00 due to the devastating 

destruction caused by the earthquake. 

 

Emergency specialist teams from a number of countries deployed to help rescue survivors. 

 

Amethyst and Bronze Provinces were severely hit by the earthquake. Initial observations show that many 

families who are living in the mountainous regions (e.g., around Gum and Loumdis in Amethyst) or Badoum in 

Bronze are now cut-off due to damaged roads and bridges. The road between Allon and Bekario is now open 

for traffic up to 10mts. 

2. Situation Overview 

Logistics 

Overall availability of warehouse space is very limited across the country with no clear picture in the most 

severely affected areas.   

 

Airport authorities have confirmed availability of minimal storage space for general cargo in Brindisi 

International Airport and none for temperature-controlled items at this point of time. 

 

Anytha airport has bene reported entirely closed and a private company has been engaged to restore 

operations within the next five days. 

 

The overall capacity of the Brindisi International Airport is strained with limited labour shortage causing 

further congestion in the operations. 
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Road from Bogouma to San Vito is inaccessible for supplies delivery at the moment due to bridge collapse. 

Ministry of Home Affairs has provided an update at 11:45 today that the Works Department is carrying out an 

urgent repair. 

 

Delivery of supplies required to be delivered to the western part of Brinland has been strained and the road 

between Allon and Bekario is now open for traffic up to 10mt. Based on the information International 

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) the road from Lecce to Bekario suffering from a road-block as well as a 

large movements of population Large movements of population towards Badega and Gangoy were also 

reported. 

 

Brindisi Sea port often suffers from congestion due to worn out cargo handling facilities and poor operations 

conditions and it is not fully operational. We are yet to hear from authorities on its operational capacity 

following the earthquake.  However, it has been announced that the Government of Brindisi has made 

available two barges for the initial three weeks of the response. The barges are located at the port of Ba 

Louquivala and the river is connecting the sea with the ports of Bekario and Rda Nyan. These are potentially 

available for the humanitarian actors for their delivery needs in the southern part of the country. 

 

Coordination 

 A seven-member UNDAC team arrived in Brinland on 19 November and is currently assessing the 

provinces of Amethyst and Bronze and the provinces of Cobalt and Diamond in two sub-teams. The 

UNDAC team will assist the Regional Coordinator as well as the Government of Brinland’s efforts to 

set up a humanitarian coordination structure and coordinate the international Urban Search and 

Rescue (USAR) teams, as well as assist with assessments and environmental hazard analysis. 

 A Reception Departure Centre (RDC) has been set up and functioning at Northland-Brinland border 

crossing.  

 An On-Site Operation and Coordination Centre (OSOCC) has been established close to San Vito. 

 The ERCC has deployed a European Union Civil Protection Team with five members to Brinland to 

provide coordination and information management for the European Union response, logistics, WASH 

and medical expertise 
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