
KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

Prices:  Compared to the previous week, prices for food and non-

food items remained relatively stable in most states. Exceptions 

were Galmudug, Puntland, and Southwest where some changes in 

prices were observed. Specifically, imported food items (rice-1kg, 

wheat flour-1kg, pasta-1kg, sugar-1kg) increased within the range of 

1-3% in Southwest, 1-5% in Galmudug and 2-8% in Puntland. The 

food price increases reported in Puntland were mainly due to 
ongoing crisis in the Lascaanood, which resulted in road closures, 

increased lead times, and the closure of most shops. On the 

contrary, vegetable oil prices declined in Galmudug (by 3%) and 

Puntland (by 5%). 

Local cereal prices remained stable in most states except in 

Puntland and Southwest. White Maize prices experienced  increases 

in Southwest (by 2%) and Puntland (by 4%) per Kg and these 

increases are attributable to depletion of cereal stocks due to 
consecutive poor harvesting seasons in the southern parts and 

transportation difficulties as a result of new taxes imposed by the 

local insurgents and the ongoing crisis in Puntland. 

The price of camel milk also increased in the Southwest by 6% per 
litre due to reduced supply as a result of livestock migration in 
search of water and pasture in the dry Jilaal season. The price of 
goats was stable in most places except in Galmudug where the 
price dropped by 3% per head and in Puntland where the price 
increased minimally (by 1%) per head. The wage labour rates 
decreased by 9% in Puntland due to fluctuating labour force as a 
result of the ongoing crisis in Lascaanood. 

Availability: The majority of markets across Somalia reportedly had 

sufficient supplies of essential food items to meet the demand of 

consumers during the reporting week. Shops were well-stocked 

with essential food commodities. The ongoing crisis in Laascanood 

district has resulted a significant population movement to 

neighboring districts such as Garowe, Burtinle and Buuhoodle, 

besides affecting the availability of food due to road closures, 

increased lead times, and closure of majority of shops. 

Supply Resilience: Supply chain resilience was reported to be good 

in most regions of the country, except in isolated locations that are 

affected by crisis. In anticipation of the increase in commodity 
demand with the start of the Holy month of Ramadan, most 

Merchants are ordering  buffer stocks to meet the expected 

demand and to avoid any supply chain inefficiencies. Wholesalers 

and importers have already developed strategies to respond to the 

increased demand. 

Trade logistics: Trade and commodity transportation into Somalia 

was robust, with most of the roads being accessible and 
transportation services running smoothly. However, the Kismayo- 
Afmadow supply corridor experienced a significant obstacle 
hindering the movement of commercial trucks carrying food 
commodities to Afmadow, Qoqani, Dobley and adjacent markets.  

Food Items Assortment: In all markets monitored, a wide range of 
food products from different varieties of brands were available for 
the consumers to choose from. Milk, meat, fish products, as well as 
fresh fruits and vegetables were readily available. However, there 
was a scarcity in variety of choices in Lascaanood, considering the 
majority of the shops were closed and most of the population had 
migrated to neighboring districts. 

IMPLICATIONS ON FOOD SECURITY 

• In Puntland, households reliant on daily labour will experience 

reduced economic access to food, as indicated by declining 

terms of trade between daily labor wage and (increased) local 

cereal prices.   

• Prices for food commodities remained unchanged in most 

states. However, there is a likelihood of spiking in the coming 

weeks as the demand will increase for various food commodities 

during the Holy month of Ramadan, a disadvantage to 

vulnerable households who depend on local markets.   

• The increased milk prices in the Southwest can reduce 

affordability which may negatively affect households’ protein-

rich food intake, especially among children. 
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HOW WE MONITOR MARKETS 

WFP Somalia conducts weekly market and supply chain moni-
toring assessments and covers 42 locations per week. It also 
maintains a large pool of monitors through third-party and 
internal capacity collecting both quantitative and qualitative 
data. The data on Market Functionality Index (MFI) is being 
collected on a rolling basis and 9 dimensions of market func-
tionality are being monitored and reported real-time.   

For further information contact Somalia  VAM and Logistics team:   
Laksiri NANAYAKKARA, laksiri.nanayakkara@wfp.org; Otavio  COSTA, otavio.costa@wfp.org; Emmanuel SABILA, emmanuel.sabila@wfp.org; Edwin OUMA, Edwin.ouma@wfp.org ; Mohamud AMIN, mohamud.amin@wfp.org.  


