Two Ghosts
By

Sean Devaney



| NT. BALLET ROOM - DAY

A delicate nelody plays faintly froma Ballerina Box on
the side - Julie’s Thene. The Ball eri na dances, YOUNG
JULIE, 9 dances in the background.

Suddenly, the door opens. CINDY, 38 marches towards the
box.

Cl NDY
Julie, what did we say?

Her hand | ands on the box-
| NT. JULIE S PARENTS HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT
Fl ash forward 12 years..

The ballerina box is closed again by CINDY, 50 in a
sparkling dress.

Cl NDY
Did you hear ne? Stop playing
wi th your toys.

The other woman is JULIE, 21 in nore casual clothing, a
big puffy sweater. She doesn’t take her eyes off the box,
while G ndy fills bows of food by a table in front of the
two, smle on her face.

ROBERT, 56, Julie’ s Father, approaches. He eats fromthe
bow s, |ooking Julie up and down.

ROBERT
Fi x your hair honey.
(Turning Julie around)
C non, let’s nmake the rounds.

Robert puts his armaround Julie and | eads her to sone old
famly friends. It’s her 21st birthday, and there's a
| arge party cel ebrating the event.

ROBERT ( CONT’ D)
Smle, pretend it’s your
bi rt hday.
(Squeezi ng her playfully)
Do you hear ne?

Juli e nods.

ROBERT ( CONT’ D)
Good girl .

CUr 1O

The trio in md conversation with an ol der couple, FEMALE
FAM LY FRIEND, 54 & MALE FAM LY FRI END, 58.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

FEMALE FAM LY FRI END
| remenber when you were just
this big, so cute. And what a
dancer too, not anynore |
i magi ne.

JULI E
(Smling through her teeth)
Haha god no, not anynore. Too
conpetitive, far too risky.

MALE FAM LY FRI END
Smart choice. What do you do now?

FEMALE FAM LY FRI END
"Mumto be" | hope?

JULIE
(Pause)
W'l see.

FEMALE FAM LY FRI END
Time noves faster than you think.
|s there a boyfriend in the m x?

Julie tries to respond but Cindy interrupts, going into a
| ong wi nded expl anation of Stephen. Julie s stopped
listening, she’ s thinking again, daydream ng.

She zones back in when she hears. ..

STEPHEN O S.
Hel | o everybody! Could I have
your attention!?

Cndy leads Julie to the circle form ng around STEPHEN, 22
in the centre.

STEPHEN ( CONT’ D)
| just want to thank you all so
much for making this such a
speci al night. Now, please give a
big hand for the birthday girl.

Ci ndy pushes Julie forward. She slowy approaches the
centre of the room greeted by Stephen taking her by both
hands, she | aughs, bl ushing.

Everyone around cl aps, one of her close friends wolf
whi st | es.

STEPHEN ( CONT’ D)
G! Now, | renenber when we net.
W were seventeen, Robert was
throwing a little get together.
Dad dragged ne along...That’s
when Robert introduced ne to his
daughter.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

St ephen ki sses her hand.

STEPHEN ( CONT’ D)
She was so different to all the
other girls: A great |istener;
She was the nost incredible
dancer; And she was the nost
beautiful girl |I had ever net.
Four years later, here we are. |
| ove you Julie, always have,
al ways will.

St ephen lowers hinself to one knee. The smle on Julie's
face fades. Stephen takes out a tiny box, simlar to the
bal I eri na box. He opens it, the whol e audi ence gasps.

STEPHEN ( CONT’ D)
Julie Violet Rosemary, will you
marry me?

Julie s doesn’'t react.
SONG 1 STARTS:

She gazes around the circle, everyone having frozen in
spot. The | ooks of excitenent on their faces don't fill
her with confi dence.

The smal | engagenent box plays the sound of the ballerina
box, a tune that fills her with fear.

She wanders around the circle, |ooking at everyone so
happy. Julie sings about her doing this for them that
this is what's expected of her, to cage herself

per manent|y.

Peopl e cut in as she passes them saying how happy they
are for her, that she’'ll renmenber this day for the rest of
her life.

She stops at her parents, really looking closely at their
sm | es.

SONG 1 ENDS

Arriving back to Stephen, she places her hand back in his.
Ti me becones unfrozen.

Juli e nods, everyone cheers. Stephen puts the ring on her
finger. He gets up, hugging her tightly.



| NT. PHONEBOX - SUNSET

A phonebox lone in the street, street lights illumnate
the area, one shines above the box with an interior |ight
i nsi de.

Julie in a |l arge weddi ng dress stands anxiously inside,
hol di ng the phone close to her, surprisingly not upset,
| ooki ng nore justified.

The phone goes to voi cemni l

VO CEMAI L
This is G ndy, please |eave a
nmessage after the tone.

JULI E
(Col d, distant)

H nmum it’s ne...surprise.
Listen, | know you' re nmad but |I'm
goi ng away, and | probably won’t
see you for a long tinme. Gve ny
best to Dad. | hope one
day...forget it.

Jul i e hangs up, proud. Laughter can be heard. Julie | ooks
out the box to spot a pair of Male Teens filmng her,
sni ckering anongst thensel ves.

Julie strides out the phonebox. Cocky, she flips the teens
off, much to her and their anusenent.

| NT. CHURCH ENTRANCE - SAME TI ME
The chapel is quiet, sonbre.

Cndy, in a long dress, stands at the entrance, silent.
Robert stands by her side, thanking the guests as they
slowy | eave. They give their synpathetic |ooks, the |ast
of the lot wal king out.

After they' ve left, CGndy lets out a |long sigh, not nad,
j ust di sappoi nt ed.

EXT. SHOP W NDOW - NI GHT

Julie stands outside a shop, gazing at her reflection,
stroking the place where a ring woul d ve been.

She takes a breath, places one foot in front of the other,
trying to renenber how to dance again. Al the while, her
eyes are | ocked on her reflection.

She spots a group of Gggling Grls approaching. Julie

steps well out of their way, letting thempast. The girls
all go silent, snickering after they’ ve passed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

Julie tries to say sonmething but doesn’'t. She attenpts a
few conplicated noves but stunmbles on her dress, getting
frustrated with herself.

A car then passes by, honking at Julie, nuch to her
di snay.

SONG 2 STARTS

Jul i e parades through the streets, singing of how people
do what they have always done, tell her what to do.

Tell her who she actually is, how everyone knows the rea
her. She is their canvas.

She rips off the skirt part of her dress.
SONG 2 ENDS
| NT. CHURCH - NI GHT

Everyone gone, all that’s left is Robert stood next to
St ephen, Cindy sat on the stalls, fiddling with the
bal | eri na box.

ROBERT

(To Stephen)
You know what, |’ m not even nad!
Honestly, this is just |ike her!
She’ d skip school, job
interviews, but "Oh, it’s never
her fault!". She just "Wasn't
feeling it". Gve it a week and
she’ || be craw ing back.

C ndy doesn’t say a chine in, leaving the silence to be
unner vi ng.

She opens the ballerina box, the sound echoing in the
church. G ndy notices the actual ballerina is gone.

ROBERT ( CONT’ D)

(To G ndy)
Wl you stop that bl oody
racket!?

Ci ndy closes the box. Robert goes to confort her, but she
gets up, marching out of the church. Robert doesn’'t
foll ow.

Until, he hears the car starting. Robert sprints outside.



EXT. CHURCH - SAME Tl ME

Robert exits the church, just as C ndy accel erates by,
driving off w thout him

He can’t believe what he’ s seeing.

ROBERT
Ci ndy! Get back herel!

EXT. STREET - N GHT

Church bells can be heard in the distance. Julie tries
danci ng down the street, but can’t get the noves right,
not |i ke she used to.

A large crowd approaches, full of a variety of people. She
stops dancing, just trying to pass through. Several people
knock into her, throwing her from person to person.

JULI E
(Knocked ar ound)
Sorry...’ scuse ne...sorry.

Julie looks into their faces, scorn, judgenent. The abuse
gets harder, until she’s knocked to the floor, falling
agai nst a wall.

The crowd continues to wander past. Julie lies on the
floor, enotions welling inside.

The crowd freezes in place, surrounding Julie. She | ooks
up dramatically, a song plays froma nearby house.

DANCE SCENE

Julie gets up, going into a ballerina dance with all the
people on the street. She passes by each, unfreezing them
when she does, they then join in.

A highly energetic dance scene takes place, full of large
anmount s of novenent between her and the Crowd who once
bl ocked her.

The dance then becones intense, with the crowd trapping
her, unable to escape. They take out their phones, the
flashing lights fromtheir canmeras confusing her.

She then rises above it, breaking through.

DANCE SCENE ENDS

Julie’s back on the floor, the crowd has passed. She
stands back up, willing to give it another go. She pulls
of f sone delicate dance noves, but still fails a fair few

Angry, she begins to run down the street, attenpting dance
noves as she does.



10

11

12

13

I NT. SILVER CAR - SAME Tl ME

A brand new polished Silver Car cruises down the street,
the street lights shining inside.

C ndy seens worried, trying to keep herself calm unsure
of what w Il happen.

EXT. STREETS - SAME TI ME

Julie dances through the street, still failing, confused
as to why she can’t do it anynore. She keeps falling to
the floor, but everytime she gets up again.

| NT. BALLET ROOM - SAME Tl ME

Suddenly, Young Julie is in her Ballerina s outfit,
danci ng al one. Every nove she fails in real life, she
pull s of f here.

| NTERCUT BETWEEN STREET, SILVER CAR AND BALLET ROOM
The nusic becones nore and nore intense, cutting off as-
EXT. LONG AND W NDI NG ROAD - NI GHT

Julie junps into the street, only for headlights
approaching to bathe her in light, the car stops at the
| ast second. She recognizes it very easily, the Silver
Car.

The doors open. Julie can’t make out the figure due to the
blinding light. But she soon realises. The figure wal ks
out, revealing it to be Cndy. She jogs up to Julie,
enbraci ng her tightly.

Cl NDY
Oh ny god, ny baby!

Julie doesn’'t react, she just seens unconfortable at the
mere touch. Julie pushes Cindy off her and tries to walk
awnay.

Cl NDY ( CONT’ D)
What are you doi ng? Cone back
her e!
Ci ndy grabs Julie by the arm hol ding her back.
SONG 3 STARTS:

Julie and C ndy have a verbal back and forth, on the
ethics of what Julie’s doing.

Julie tells of how her nmumonly ever cared about her when

she was doing well for herself, how she was bullied but
her mum was never there for her.

( CONTI NUED)



14

CONTI NUED: 8.

Cndy tells of how she’s her little girl, yet she left

wi t hout sayi ng anything, how is that supposed to nake her
feel, know ng her daughter can’'t talk to her. How she only
ever wanted what was best for her - but to Julie that
meant growi ng unhappy with a man she didn't |ove.

The song suddenly changes pace when Julie admts C ndy and
Robert are the reason she ran fromthe weddi ng.

SONG 3 ENDS
| NT. BALLET ROOM - NI GHT
FI ashback. .

A practise room one wall covered in mrrors. A classica
pi ece plays fromthe speakers.

Young Julie is in her ballet outfit, dancing in the centre
of the room Her DANCE TUTOR watches fromthe side.

DANCE TUTOR
Watch that left foot Julie.

She stops very suddenly when she sees C ndy arguing

t hrough the door, half open with Robert. They whi sper but
the two grow nore hostile, till Robert wal ks away. C ndy
cl oses the door.

Young Julie | ooks away. C ndy wal ks next to the Dance
Tut or.

DANCE TUTOR
Julie? Julie?

Julie doesn’t dance, |ooking to the floor. The Dance Tut or
stops the song, G ndy notices. She approaches Young Julie,
| owering to her height.

Cl NDY
Hey, what’s w ong?

Young Julie wipes a tear fromC ndy’'s face. She hugs her
mum tightly.

Cl NDY ( CONT’ D)
Thank you...you know, ny num used
to always say "Ci ndy, you can be
so nuch nore than what they want
you to be".

The two split apart. G ndy stands back up, she wal ks

across the roomand gets the Ball erina Box out of her bag.
They share a nod.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 9.

C ndy opens the Ballerina Box. Young Julie begins to dance
again, nore energetic and expressive than before. She does
a dance full of energy, conpletely against the nature of

t he song.

Robert then barges back in, Young Julie continues. He
wal ks to the Ballerina Box, closing it.

ROBERT
Conme on honey, tine to go.

Young Julie continues to dance, nore expressive with every
second, nmuch to G ndy’'s worry. Robert wal ks over to Young
Julie, crouchi ng down.

ROBERT
| f you don’t come right now, this
wi Il be your |ast dance |esson.

Do you hear ne?

Young Julie stops, |looking to her Mdther. Robert wal ks to
the door, waiting for Julie to follow. She doesn’'t.

ROBERT
Fi ne.

Robert | eaves the room Ci ndy approaches Young Julie.

Cl NDY
Just do as he says...it’s better.

C ndy | eaves the room Young Julie |looks into the mrror.
EXT. LONG AND W NDI NG ROAD - PRESENT

Cndy is in shock, so hurt that Robert’s words coul d cause
all this.

Cl NDY
Baby...l’mso sorry.

JULI E
| don’t want to get married, nmum
| don’t wanna wake up at fifty
and realise |I've wasted ny life.

Cl NDY
And that’s what you think of ne.

JULI E
Dad is horrible to you nmum

Cl NDY
You’ re just nervous-

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

JULI E
(I'nterrupting)
This is what | nean! You and Dad
don’t listen, you never |isten!

C ndy takes a second, taking a breath.

Cl NDY
Xk, I'"mlistening.

JULI E
(Struggling for the words)
| dunno what | want to say.

The two go silent, until G ndy gets an idea. Begrudgingly,
she takes out the ballerina box, opening it - Julie’s
t hene pl ays.

Jul i e wanders backwards. She pulls off an incredibly
energetic and lively dance, show ng her nother exactly
what she’s been practising her entire life.

Julie dances nore and nore, till she’s crying from
everything. C ndy rushes forward and enbraces her, the two
hol di ng each ot her.

Cl NDY
( Sobbi ng)
| " m scar ed.

JULI E
| amt oo.

The two | ook at each ot her.

JULI E
Goodbye nmum

C ndy struggles to let go, but does so. Julie breaks away,
wal king off into the distance.

Wth a heavy heart, G ndy wal ks back to the car.

JULIE O S
Wai t!

Julie runs up to G ndy. She takes the Ball erina out of her
bra, putting it in G ndy s hand.

JULIE
Mum you can be so nuch nore than
what they want you to be.

Julie strokes G ndy's cheek, wiping away a tear. Julie
heads off, leaving the light.
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11.

EXT. EMPTY CARRI AGEVAY - MORNI NG

Julie, nowin her everyday clothing, struts alongside the
open road. She smles, confidently.

A car passes by, she sticks her thunb in the air, but it
i gnores her.

SONG 4 STARTS

A nodern day fol k song, Julie sings about chasing your
dreans, despite what everyone tells you. Julie dances down
t he carri ageway.

I NT. JULIE S PARENTS HOUSE - HALLWAY - SAME TI ME

Arriving home, Cindy enters, Robert rushing to the door.

EXT. EMPTY CARRI AGEWAY - SAME TI ME

A car pulls up. Julie gets in and drives into the
di st ance.

I NT. JULIE S PARENTS HOUSE - HALLWAY - SAME TI ME

Cindy puts the Ballerina Box on the side, with the
Bal | eri na. She then takes off her ring, putting it next to
t he box.

SONG 4 ENDS



