THE SLEEPER — SCRIPT TREATMENT

“The atmosphere of the poem is dreamlike, otherworldly. Words such as mystic, opiate, drowsily, slumber,
wizard, ghosts, and shadows reinforce the mood. The theme is transcendental love—that is, love for a woman so
powerful that it extends into the afterlife in its concern for the well-being of the deceased woman's soul. "The
Sleeper" is one of many Poe poems focusing on beautiful women who have died.”

S1:

(N1 - reality) Male is looking at the moonlight through open window in a bedroom. Papers
and pens on rustic desk. Paper on Male’s hands. He opens the paper and starts reading
silently. He goes over a black sheeted bed and kneels. He positions his hands in sign of
prayer. Moonlight directed towards him. Fog emerges surrounding him. Sounds of water
drops.

Vapour + sounds of river/lake behind the Male in progress, intensifying as he turns awa

. — Match Cut to

Female soaked on bed (just hair?) with water dripping + fog dispersed on floor; wet
nature/flowers on her. Male observing her. Drops falling to the ground. The two spirits
emerge and pass by, back and forward. Male observes them while saying “I pray to God...”



44)

S3:

Fade from black, we see him in prayer position, exhausted expression, redish eyes. he
incorporates from kneeling. Next and last shot, him standing next to empty black sheeted bed,
- Ending credits. (Till 47)

*A dream so vivid you can feel the cold breeze against your face, the stench of death and dried tears creeping up
your nose that you question its reality. This dream — nightmare — is like many Edgar Allan Poe poems and
stories. "The Sleeper" published first in 1831 focuses on the death of a beautiful woman, Irene. In Greek
mythology Irene is the goddess of peace. The poem also focuses on a man's journey through the denial of this
reality.”

*to create an atmosphere as it progresses — to construct the figure of a dream in a nonlinear (cause-and-effect chain) way
*symbolism, oneiric, ethereal — a dimension out of time-space notion

*stimulate all the senses — to transport/immerse audience to the scenes

*bed: sacred chamber



