
 

 

Based on Andrew Ward’s epic “Dark Midnight When I Rise,” Steal Away is 
the legendary true story of Ella Sheppard and The Fisk Jubilee Singers, a 
spectacular choir of young former slaves fighting the KKK’s reign of terror 
against their schools not with bullets or bombs but sensational songs of 

faith and freedom.  Steal Away follows the choir’s titanic rise from the 
darkness of slavery to the glittering ballrooms and throne rooms of Europe 

as they conquer the world… and must then conquer their own demons. 

One of the most breathtaking stories ever known, Steal Away will feature 
a spectacularly diverse international cast, the strongest African-American 

female lead ever onscreen, and an epic soundtrack by multi-Grammy 
winning composer Billy Childs. 

 

For Script, Sides, and Director’s Notes, visit StealAwayMovie.com 

https://www.stealawaymovie.com/


JONAS STONE

Black, British, 45-55, written as male but could be female. 
Publisher of an activist newspaper in London.

Well-spoken, sleekly attired, and impeccably groomed, Stone 
is polish personified.  His magnetic eyes shimmer like 
crystal pools.

Stone presents himself to the Jubilee Singers as a fellow 
crusader in their civil rights cause, promising that his pro-
Black, power-to-the-people newspaper will liberate them from 
their oppression under the AMA.  Quoting Scripture, he 
presents himself as an angel of light they can trust.

So why does Stone somehow unsettle us?

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

In reading Stone, avoid shallow or superficial 
characterizations - he mustn’t come off as an obvious 
deceiver.  Subtlety and nuance are the key to nailing Stone.

Though polished and well-spoken, we detect a raw, earthy edge 
in Stone, as if he came up from a hard-knock life.  There’s 
clearly more to Stone than meets the eye, yet when he speaks 
we believe him.  Those hypnotic, mesmerizing eyes tell us 
he’s truthful, trustworthy, even fatherly in his apparent 
care and protectiveness for the choir.

Only that’s not the full story.
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