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Annual General Assembly 

Virtual AGA 

1300 BST, 11th September 2021 

Agenda 
1. Reading of Notice of Assembly. 

2. Report on Credentials of Representatives and Quorum. 

3. Exclusion/suspension of a Member Association. 

4. Approval of the Agenda. 

5. Reading of the Minutes of the last General Assembly and approval thereof. 

6. Business arising out of the Minutes. 

7. Minute of Remembrance for Friends and Colleagues no longer with us. 

8. Report of the President. 

9. Report of the Executive Board and Committees. 

10. Report of the Auditors 

11. Receive the Finance Report, Audited Statement and Discharge to the Board 

12. Appointment of the Auditors 

13. Presentation of the Budget. 

14.  Approval of Annual Subscriptions 

15. Resolutions.  

16. Further business. 

17. Elections. 

18. Acceptance of a new Member Association. 

19. Date and location of next General Assembly. 
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3. Exclusion / Suspension of a Member Association 

Resolution 

To exclude the Polish Curling Association from membership of the World Curling Federation. 

12. Appointment of Auditors 

Resolution 

To appoint Mazars as the auditors for the World Curling Federation 

14. Approval of Annual Subscriptions 
No change is proposed to the rate of the Annual Subscriptions for the 2021/2022 season. 

15. Resolutions 

b) Constitutional Amendments 

i) Proposals from the Structural Review Group 
See Appendix One 

c) Proposals relating to The Rules of Curling: 

i) Last Stone Draw C8 (d)  
In our rule book we have a table indicating the minimum number of required LSD stones per player. 
Not all options we have used in the past are covered and we would like to add the numbers we have 
used to that table. 
 
Rationale: Add the number of LSD stones for 3 and 13 Considered Round robin games  
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

ii) Last Stone Draw C8 (g)  
The current rule C8 (g) says what is done for play-off games at WCF competitions when teams play a 
round robin in separate groups, but it is not mentioned relegation games. Currently the same rule is 
applied also for those games 
 
Rationale: To keep it more “open”, we should remove play-off games and word the rule new: 
At WCF competitions when teams play a round robin in separate groups, for the play-off game(s) 
post round robin games the following applies:  

1. if the teams are from the same group C8 (f) will be used, and  
2. if the teams are from different groups, the team with the lesser DSC has choice of either the 

first or second practice or stone handle colour. The regular LSD procedures (without 
minimum requirements) will determine which team has the choice of delivering the first or 
second stone in the first end. 
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Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes;  Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

iii) Last Stone Draw C8 (h)  
The current rule says, that if two teams playing each other having the same rank, the team with the 
better DSC has the choice of stone handle colour. The regular LSD will determine which team has the 
choice of delivering the first or second stone in the first end. 
In our mind that team should have the choice of either stone handle colour OR first or second 
practice. 
 
Rationale: Reword all three subpoints. 
 

(i) When a 1st ranked team from either group plays a team ranked 2nd or 3rd, the team ranked 

1st has the choice of stone handle colour and playing first or second stone in the first end. If 

a 1st ranked team plays the other 1st ranked team, the team with the lesser DSC has the 

choice of either first or second practice or stone handle colour. The regular LSD procedures 

(without minimum requirements) will determine which team has the choice of delivering the 

first or second stone in the first end. 

(ii) If a 2nd ranked team plays a team ranked 3rd in a play-off game, the team ranked 2nd has the 

choice of stone handle colour and playing first or second stone in the first end. If a 2nd 

ranked team plays the other 2nd ranked team, the team with the lesser DSC has the choice 

of either first or second practice or stone handle colour. The regular LSD procedures (without 

minimum requirements) will determine which team has the choice of delivering the first or 

second stone in the first end. 

(iii) If a 3rd ranked team plays the other 3rd ranked team, the team with the lesser DSC has the 

choice of either first or second practice or stone handle colour. The regular LSD procedures 

(without minimum requirements) will determine which team has the choice of delivering the 

first or second stone in the first end. 

 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

iv) Team Ranking Procedure C9 (b)  
The current rule (C9 (c) (v)) says: When teams are competing in different groups and do not qualify 
for the play-offs, the final ranking will be determined by comparing the DSC for the teams in all 
groups with the same ranking, with the best DSC being ranked highest. 
 
The same rule is applied at the end of the round robin when teams qualify for the play-offs in order 
to place them into the post round robin draw and also applies to teams involved in the relegation 
games. 
 
The procedure is currently only covered in all Team Meeting documents. 
 
Rationale: Add to rule C9 (b) (the rule where we talk about ranking at the end of the round robin 
portion of an event) a new subpoint: 
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When teams compete in different groups and the merged group ranking is used to determine the 
ranking for post round robin games, the ranking is determined by comparing the DSCs from the 
teams in all groups with the same rank, with the best DSC being ranked highest. 
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

v) Stone placement Mixed Doubles R16 (f) (i) 
The rule currently says:  
Based on the ice conditions, when no event official is available to make the decision, the teams shall 

determine the specific placement for each sheet for Position A to be used prior to the start of the pre-

game practice and that same placement must be used for the entire game. 

 
Rationale: We recommend changing to read: 
Based on the ice conditions, when no event official is available to make the decision, the teams shall 

determine the specific placement for that sheet for Position A to be used prior to the start of the pre-

game practice. That same placement must be used for the entire game. 

 

With this small change it becomes clearer, that the position of stone A must stay the same for the 

entire game, no matter if the decision was made by officials or the teams. 

 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

vi) Wrong stone placement Mixed Doubles (new R16 (h) and renumber 

following clauses) 
There is currently nothing in our rules which says, what happens if in Mixed Doubles the stones are 
placed in the wrong position before the start of an end (not on the decided position at the start of a 
session). 
 
Rationale: If the positioned stones are placed in the wrong position:  
(i) if the error is discovered after only the first stone has been delivered, the end shall be replayed.  
(ii) if the error is discovered after the 2nd stone of the end has been delivered, play continues as if 
the error had not occurred.  
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

vii) Post round robin games C9 (d) 
Our current rule book does not mention anything if both teams involved in a post round robin game 
can’t play each other. For the 2020-2021 season, we had an emergency rule in place which says that 
for the gold medal game, both teams will be ranked 2nd, for the bronze-medal game both teams will 
be ranked 4th.  
 
Rationale: We recommend adding a new subpoint to rule in C9 (d) (ii), saying: 
If a post round robin game which determines final ranking cannot be played as both teams are 
unavailable to compete, the teams will be ranked equally in the lower position and listed by their 3-
letter codes. The only exception to this would be when the rank also determines promotion / 



V5 28/8/2021 

relegation. In that case the teams would still be ranked equally in the lower position, but the 
decision of promotion / relegation will be based on which team was ranked higher at the end of the 
round robin portion of the event. 
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

Amendment: Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
Delete the word ‘lower’ where it occurs with ‘higher’ 

Rationale: We suggest the following amendment for the following reasons. The change from “lower” 

to “higher“ can only benefit the teams and their MA if a game cannot be played through no fault of 

their own, athletes would potentially be disadvantaged in terms of funding within their country if 

the result placed them lower and therefore out of the medal results, so we believe our proposal is a 

more positive outcome for all, creating joint winners rather than joint runners-up. 

viii) Playing System – Open Entry Events  
In the playing systems we currently have some open entry events where the playing and play-off 
systems are defined. We would like to remove all playing systems for the open entry events (i.e. 
WJBCC, WWhBCC etc.) to allow us to make the best possible draws for those events. 
 
Rationale: Remove the playing and play-off systems from the open entry events but mention (as we 
do for the Pre-OQEs, WSCC, WMxCC): 
The WCF reserves the right to adjust the system of play depending on the number of entries and the 
sheets of ice available. The format is worked out to give every team a chance to win the event and to 
play an appropriate number of games.  
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

ix) Playing System – YOG  
As we did for the Olympics, we would like to remove the qualification system for the YOG from the 
rule book, as this is something which needs approval from the IOC and therefore might not be 
correct at the time when the rule book is published. – Currently we have the qualification system for 
the YOG 2020 listed which is not valid for the YOG 2022 as there we will have a different number of 
teams as proposed by the IOC. 
 
Rationale: Only say – same as we do for the Olympic Games:  
The qualification system will be agreed between the IOC and the WCF. It will be published on the 
WCF website as soon as it is approved by the IOC. 
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

x) Playing System – University Games  
Same as the change above. 
 
Rationale: Only say: The qualification system will be agreed between the FISU and the WCF. It will be 
published on the WCF website as soon as it is approved by the FISU. 
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Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

xi) Playing System WMCC and WWCC  
For the Play-off System we currently say for the semi-final games that the 1st ranked team is playing 
against the lowest ranked winner (e.g.6) and the 2nd ranked team playing the other team. 
 
This makes it really challenging for everybody involved, as no-one knows who is playing whom and 
especially when.  
 
We recommend changing that to a fixed play-off system. 
 
Rationale: Change to: The 1st ranked team will play against the winner of the 4v5 game and the 2nd 
ranked team will play against the winner of the 3v6 game. 
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

xii) Playing System WMDCC and ECC-B  
For the mixed doubles as well as the ECC-B it is the same as above, except here we play in two 
groups and the qualification games are across the two groups (A2 v B3 and B2 v A3). 
We recommend changing that to also to fixed play-off system, but the same for both events and not 
as per today have two different ones. 
 
Rationale: Change to: In the semi-final games, A1 will play the winner of B2 v A3; B1 will play the 
winner of A2 v B3. 
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

xiii) Glossary 1 
For some reason, there are some measures mentioned in the Glossary (i.e. Back Line, Centre Line 
etc.). In our mind they should not be there as they are covered in the actual rules. 
 
Rationale: Remove all measures from the Glossary 
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 

xiv) Glossary 2 
Definition of End: A portion of a curling game that is completed when each team has thrown eight 
stones and/or the score has been decided. 
 
Rationale: Since we have Mixed Doubles, we need to change that description to say: 
A portion of a curling game that is completed when each team has thrown eight stones (5 in Mixed 
Doubles) and/or the score has been decided. 
 
Recommendation:  
Supported by the C&R Commission – Yes; Supported by the Athlete Commission – Yes 
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xv) Pan Continental Curling Championships 
The following rule changes are proposed to allow for the introduction of the Pan Continental Curling 

Championship and its impact on the qualification for the World Championship. 

Additionally if accepted the Pacific-Asia Curling Championship, the Americas Challenge and the 

World Qualification Event will be removed from the rule book as they are no longer required. 

European Curling Championships (ECC) 

The European Curling Championship qualifies European Member Associations to the World Curling 

Championships. 

For the World Men’s and Women’s Championship: 7 guaranteed European Zone places (including 

host), however, additionally the next highest ranked team will qualify for the Wild Card game. 

Pan Continental Curling Championships (PCCC) 

The Pan Continental Curling Championship qualifies Americas and Pacific-Asia Member Associations 

to the World Curling Championships. 

For the World Men’s and Women’s Championship: 5 guaranteed places (including host) are 

available, however, additionally the next highest ranked team will qualify for the Wild Card game. 

The World Curling Federation reserves the right to adjust the system of play.  

 

Entries Playing System Play-offs Final Rankings 

A Division 

Men and Women 

8 Teams 

 A1 -

 A7 

+ B1 

Rankings taken from the 

previous PCCC 

 

For the first edition the A 

Division will be made up of 

the top 5 Pacific-Asia MAs and 

the top 3 Americas MAs from 

the World Rankings. 

One Group: 

Round robin 

to determine top 4 teams 

+ 

Play-offs 

Olympic play-off system with top 

four teams as shown in the chart 

on page 62 

Teams ranked A1- A8 as per WCF 

ranking procedure. 

A8 is relegated to B Division for next 

PCCC  

 

B Division 

 

Format to be determined based 

on the entry numbers 

Format to be determined based 

on the entry numbers 

Teams ranked B1- Bxx as per WCF 

ranking procedure. xx being the 

number of teams entered. 

B1 is promoted to  

A Division for next PCCC 
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Open to all remaining MAs in 

the Americas and Pacific-Asia 

zones 

 

 

Wild Card Game 

The Wild Card game will take place at the Men’s and Women’s World Championships prior to the 

start of the Round Robin phase. 

In the Wild Card game the teams qualifying for that game from the ECC and the PCCC will play off to 

determine the final qualifier for that World Championship. 

The Wild Card game will be a single game following all WCF rules for knock-out games. 

Amendment 1: Australian Curling Federation 
When the selection of the teams for the A Division in the first season is defined, add the following 
text: 
 
Any team that drops out of the top 5 ranking due to them not being able to participate in the 2021 

PACC due to COVID restrictions will receive a place in the A Division of the PCCC in 2022 increasing 

the number of teams in the division beyond 8, the number of teams relegated from the 2022 PCCC 

will be increased as appropriate to ensure the 2023 PCCC returns to 8 teams.  

Rationale: Due to travel restrictions imposed in connection with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 

some MAs are unable to travel to the 2021 PACC. This could result in them dropping in the World 

Rankings and missing out on the A Division in 2022. 

This amendment is supported by the C&R 

Amendment 2: Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
Include within the rule that: The host of the World Championships must play PCCC or the ECC  

Rationale: An MA should play in the PCCC or ECC even if they are the host of the WCC as these are 
significant events in their own right. 
 
This amendment is supported by the C&R 
 
Amendment 3: Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
The Wild Card game should be removed from the proposal and replaced with the Aggregate 
Performance of the top 5 teams from each Zone at the previous WCC – the better performing zone 
wins 13th spot at the following year’s WCC 
 
Rationale: The Wild Card Game should not be included for the following reasons: 

• Time and cost for teams to travel for just one game 
• Environmental cost of travel for a single game 

Furthermore this proposal gives hosts and broadcasters more time and greater certainty for logistics 
and allows teams to prepare fully for the competition. 
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xv) Proposals from the Maximising the Value Group 
The Maximising the Value Group propose the Board of the WCF have the authority to introduce the 

following three trial rules to be used at the World Men’s, World Women’s and World Juniors 

1. Thinking Time per end will replace the current Thinking Time rules. 4 minutes per end for the 
first 5 ends and 4 minutes 15 seconds for the remaining ends will be allowed. If a team runs 
out of time at one end the other team will be allowed to deliver their remaining stones, 
provided they can do so within their remaining time and then the end score will be 
calculated. If they also run out of time, then the score will be calculated at the point where 
the second team runs out of time. 

2. No tick shot rule. If a stone is touching the centre line within the free guard zone it may not 
be moved by an opponent’s stone until after the 5th stone of the end has been played. If it is 
moved, then the delivered stone will be removed and the moved stone replaced by the non-
offending team to the position prior to the violation. 

3. No extra ends in the round robin stage. A team winning a game will receive 3 points for the 
win. If a game is tied each team will select one player to play a draw to the button; the team 
closest to the button will receive 2 points the other team will receive 1 point. The standings 
for the round robin will be calculated first on the total number of points gained by the 
teams. If two or more teams have the same number of points, the team with the greater 
number of wins within 10 ends will be ranked higher, if the teams are still tied then the 
normal WCF ranking rules will apply. 

The exact wording will be finalised after further consultation with the Competition and Rules 

Commission and Athlete Commission. 

Amendment: Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
The trial rules should only be used at WMCC and WWCC, not WJCC.   

Rationale: There is no penalty for poor performance for teams at World Men and World Women but 

for World Juniors there is the real risk of relegation for the three lowest ranked teams, so it is not a 

great event for experimentation.  This season such a trial would disadvantage teams from countries 

that had not had much competition so unable to practice with the new rules in advance of the 

competitions.  

 

d) Rule Changes proposed by the Member Associations  

i) Swedish Curling Association – Hotel costs players World Junior Curling 

Championships 
The Swedish Curling Association (SCA) proposes a change in the policy for hosting World Junior 

Championship that states that all hotel costs must be paid for by participating teams.      

Recommended Changes – Accommodation 

The LOC shall arrange accommodation for competing players at a suitable hotel.  

Player Accommodation 3 twin rooms per team for 11 nights. Paid for by participating teams 

Arrival of team prior to the start of the 11 nights. Paid for by participating teams 
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Additional a minimum of 20 rooms per night to be held in the same hotel as the teams until a 

mutually agreed date for use by additional team personnel. Paid for by participating teams 

Rationale behind the motion 

There is a lack of interest from MA’s in hosting World Junior Championships. 

The way costs are divided today, LOC’s are expected to pay for three twin rooms per team for 11 

nights each. This means that player hotel costs are roughly 60% of the entire budget. This constitutes 

a major factor of uncertainty and makes it difficult to find countries and destinations who are willing 

to host a World Junior Championship. Most of all in European countries.  

The hotel costs in combination with the challenge of finding sponsors for a World Junior 

Championship creates an unbalanced budget and a huge risk of financial loss for the LOC/Host. 

Implementation 

We suggest this change to be applied to World Junior Championships as early as the 2021-2022 

season. 

ii) Swedish Curling Association – changes to the WCF’s Constitution 
Swedish Curling Association proposes changes to the WCF’s Constitution. The purpose of the 

suggested changes is to communicate clearly that our sport is and wishes to be an inclusive space for 

all.  

More specific, we motion to explicitly include ethnicity, gender, gender identity, age and physical 

ability or attributes as grounds where discrimination needs to be rejected.  

We believe that the suggested changes to language in the constitution is an important way to show 

where we stand and something that will send a positive message about the intent of curling, 

regarding our strive for inclusiveness and equality. 

Recommended Changes – Constitution clause 5.3 

We propose an amendment to the WCF Constitution to change clause 5.3 to expand the definition of 

discrimination that is incompatible with membership of the WCF: 

Current clause: Any form of discrimination with regard to a Member Association, or a person, on 

grounds of race, religion, politics, gender or any other harassment, is incompatible with membership 

of the WCF 

Proposed clause: Any form of discrimination with regard to a Member Association, or a person, on 

whatever grounds, be it race, colour, ethnicity, sex, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status, 

age, physical ability or attributes or any form of harassment, be it physical, verbal, psychological, 

personal, professional, sexual, racial, age-related or identity-related, is incompatible with 

membership of the WCF 
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Recommended changes to 24. LANGUAGE AND INTERPRETATION 

Reasoning: In order not to be exclusive, wording should always be gender neutral and describing the 

role of the person, rather than their gender. For example: The official, the ice maker or the athlete. 

Determination of gender in text, is only made when regarding a specific individual where correct 

(preferred) gender is known. 

 

We propose: That WCF look at the language used in all its rules, regulations, policy, and strategy 

documents so that clause 24.3 is no longer necessary. 

Current: 24.3. Whenever the word indicating the masculine is used, it also includes the feminine. 

17. Elections 

 Vice-President (Americas) 
  Graham PROUSE (CAN)  

 Director (Position 1) 
  Karel KUBEŠKA (CZE) 

                             Robin NIVEN (SCO) 

                             Susanne SLOTSAGER (DEN) 

                             Sergio Mitsuo VILELA (BRA) 

Keith WENDORF (FRA)   

18. Acceptance of a New Member Association 
The following conditional members of the World Curling Federation are proposed for Provisional 

Membership: 

 Bolivian Curling Federation 

 Curling Federation of India 

 Kenya Curling Federation 

 Turkmenistan Curling Federation 

19. Future Meetings 
Open Meetings for Member Associations will be held in at the World Men’s Curling Championship, 

April 2022 (TBC) 

The 2022 Annual Congress will be held in Lausanne, Switzerland - Open Meetings 9th and 10th 

September, Annual General Assembly 11th September 2022. 


