
Shaping Young Lives: empowering students to be the best they can be 

Curriculum Intent 

We want to empower students to be the best they can be in all aspects of their lives as 21st Century global citizens, 

including the impact they make on society.  The curriculum at Woodkirk Academy aims to ensure that all students 

have the necessary knowledge and character to realise this. 
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Curriculum implementation 

The curriculum at Woodkirk Academy is underpinned by:   

 Equality for all, including disadvantaged students and those with a SEND. 

 The development of a broad range of deep knowledge. 

 The development of character. 

 Relevance to students’ lives in the 21st Century. 

 The provision of high quality and relevant extra-curricular and enrichment activities. 

 Exposure to qualification and non-qualification challenges and experiences. 

 High expectations of all members of the school community. 

The subject offer is broad with sufficient time for students to develop a deep and long-lasting knowledge of key ideas.  All 

students study across the suite of subjects in Years 7 and 8 where they are exposed to the breadth and depth of the National 

Curriculum.  This, alongside the ongoing development of character, ensures that students gain the foundations necessary for 

them to meet the demands of subsequent challenges.  

During Year 8 students select the majority of their qualification options.  All students have access to a full suite of subjects (over 

30 different courses, both academic and vocational.  The Ebacc subjects are central to the curriculum for many learners with 

over 60% typically following this route.  Great value continues to be placed upon the Arts, practical subjects and physical 

education and vocational qualifications, ensuring students can pursue interests, embrace creativity and are best prepared for 

future education, employment and training.  Students complete 9 or 10 qualifications.   

During Year 9, time is spent securing the requisite knowledge; broad vocabulary; and valuable techniques and competencies 

necessary to ensure consistent progress is made throughout Year 10 and 11.  All students continue to study both geography and 

history for the first half of the year.  This is supplemented by the development of students’ social awareness both locally and 

globally.  Furthermore, Year 9 is spent supporting students’ self-development through the Duke of Edinburgh Award.  Year 9 

study seeks to provide the knowledge and character development required to form the bridge between childhood and 

adulthood.   

In Years 10 and 11 students work towards their qualifications.  All students complete both English Language and Literature with 

some taking examinations in the latter at the end of Year 10.  This ensures emphasis can be placed on English Language during 

Year 11 such that the best possible outcome can be achieved in this essential qualification.  Their curriculum continues to be 

supplemented by PSHRE, physical education, ICT and CEIAG.  Furthermore, high numbers of students engage in the Duke of 

Edinburgh Silver Award (Y10 students) and the National Citizen Service (Y11 students, following the summer examinations).  

At Key Stage 5 students continue to study a wide range of academic and vocational qualifications selected by students to suit 

best their interests, passions and strengths.  Students are guided in identifying the most appropriate routes to support 

aspirational next steps.  A carefully structured tutorial programme helps to develop exemplary students who take full ownership 

of their learning; it provides opportunities to engage with relevant contemporary issues; and ensures that character is 

developed, including the independence, resilience and confidence needed to succeed beyond the framework of a school based 

education.  Students spend time supporting the school and local communities by supporting younger students in the Form and 

House Tutor programmes, and through the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award and the National Citizen Service.  

The pursuit of knowledge and character development that will empower students to lead happy and successful lives means the 

scope of the curriculum extends well beyond subject learning.  The Form Tutor Programme serves to help students to develop 

mature interpersonal and communication skills, a heightened level of emotional awareness and the strength of character that 

will make this possible.  It includes a range of activities underpinned by the principles of leadership, organisation, resilience, 

initiative and communication.  It promotes the wide reaching benefits of reading, competition and debate and is fundamental to 

every student’s personal development.  Cross-year collaboration is supported by the House Tutor Programme, which aims to 

promote and develop a culture of community, family values and shared social responsibility.  Students have opportunities to 

engage with each other and flourish together in an environment that engenders fun and the formation of positive relationships.   

Woodkirk Academy is committed to ensure that all stakeholders work together to achieve the curriculum aims.  Colleagues work 

hard to deliver this; challenging and supporting each other to be the best that they can be, refusing to accept mediocrity for and 

from themselves, their peers and the students.   
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Curriculum Impact 

The curriculum equips the students with the knowledge and character that will enable them to lead happy and 

successful lives, personally and as part of the global community: they will make a positive contribution to society 

rather than becoming a drain upon it.   

Students will have the knowledge and character: 

 That enable them to see purpose in, and take intrinsic pleasure from what they are doing. 

 That enable them to believe that they can achieve ambitious goals. 

 That enable them to plan how they can achieve their goals. 

 That enable them to respond to feedback, reflect, learn and develop further. 

 That enable them to be autonomous learners who attain outstanding outcomes. 

 That enable them to delay gratification and sustain effort and focus over the long-term. 

 That enable them to develop drive and inspiration to acquire further knowledge and skills. 

 That enable them to manage their own physical and mental well-being. 

 That enable them to take ownership of their learning, their behaviour and their place in the community. 

 That enable them to have the self-belief, confidence and resilience to take calculated risks so they can 

experience more. 

 That enable then to communicate effectively in written and verbal forms. 

 

 That enable them to understand the world and their place within it. 

 That enable them to contribute to creating a society that challenges social injustice and promotes equality 

and humanity. 

 That enable them to ask questions, and, when necessary, to challenge convention and the status quo. 

 That enable them to look beyond simply what they are told, and to make and execute informed decisions. 

 That enable them to adapt to a changing world. 

 That enable them to form and maintain meaningful relationships. 

 


