
 

 

 

 

17 February 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
Another busy, and long, half term.  A huge well done to our students: they have bucked the trend in absence 
locally and across the country and we have been very pleased to see so many in school every day.  My great 
thanks to the staff for their tremendous efforts to keep the school operating as normal.  On one or two days we 
had as many as 30 members of staff absent.  This required an enormous amount of rearrangement of plans, 
cover for colleagues, patience and understanding.  So short was staffing on Friday 4 February, that students in 
Year 9 were asked to work from home.  My thanks to the students and their parents for their 
understanding.  Great credit should be given to our students for the manner in which they have conducted 
themselves throughout this time.  We understand that such high levels of staff absence is very unsettling and 
the vast majority have maintained a fantastic attitude and have demonstrated resilience and adaptability.  We 
hope that the situation will continue to settle in the weeks and months ahead and that the second half of the year 
will be undisturbed. 
 
On 1 February the COVID-19 vaccination consent form was shared.  It can also be found on our website 
here.  Please note, you are asked to complete the consent form, including if this is to state you do not wish your 
son/daughter to receive the immunisation, by Thursday 3 March at the latest. 
 
We are committed to ensure that students’ experience of school is enjoyable and rewarding.  In addition, we 
prioritise the safety and well-being of all members of the school community.  To support in these aims, some 
changes will be introduced from Monday 28 February.  
 
Timing of breaktime 
 
Throughout the year we have operated a rolling break period; each year group has taken a 15 minute morning 
break independent of others.  This is the model that was adopted during the return to school in September 2020 
following the first lockdown.  From Monday 28 February, breaktime for all students will be taken at the 
same time – 11.15-11.30 am.  This will follow directly after Period 2 and prior to Period 3.  This is as per the 
daily schedule in place in the autumn term 2019/20.  To ensure students have access to refreshments and space 
to socialise with friends, additional facilities will be available.  As is currently the case, food and drinks will be 
served in the Main Hall and anything bought there should be eaten before leaving.  In addition, drinks only will 
be available from Woollin Hall and students may gather here to eat snacks brought from home.  Furthermore, 
students will be able to congregate in the Middle Yard and the Front Yard.  Students should note that the 
arrangements for lunchtime will remain unchanged: the Middle Yard should not be used for congregating and 
no food should be consumed outside.  The change to arrangements will ensure that learning during the Period 
2 lesson is not interrupted by a break and will allow students to meet with friends from other year groups. 
 

Continued … 

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-information/nhs-covidu002d19-vaccination-letter


Use of toilets 
 
A number of students have made us aware that access to toilets and washrooms is sometimes difficult and 
uncomfortable due to some students congregating in them and using the resource inappropriately.  In addition, 
due to the fact that there are a number of different toilet facilities across the site, some students are choosing to 
take advantage of this and are using them instead of attending their lessons in a timely manner.  When a student 
arrives late to a lesson, this causes an unnecessary interruption to the start of a lesson and can disrupt learning. 
  
We are committed to ensuring that all students feel safe and comfortable in school.  We want to ensure that all 
students are able to use toilets and washrooms when needed and that lesson time can be maximised to the 
benefit of all.  As such, and in response to students reporting their concerns, we will be making some changes 
to how toilet facilities can be accessed.  The changes we will be implementing will make it easier for staff on 
duty to monitor their use, which will mean they are less likely to be misused and will ensure they are available 
when needed.   
 
A toilet will be available to students when it is needed.  However, unless there is an urgent need, we would ask 
that they are used only at times that do not interfere with lessons and instead use them before the start of the 
school day, during break and lunch time or the end of the school day.  Students should plan for not using them 
at other times, including the change of lessons, just as they might if going on a long car journey or when sitting 
an exam. Arrangements for students who have a toilet pass due to a medical need and those who already have 
access to alternative facilities will continue.  If you believe your son / daughter has a medical need that requires 
more frequent access to a toilet, please contact the relevant Head of Year.   
 
We are sure that these changes will be positive and will improve access to toilet facilities.  Students will be 
informed of the arrangements. 
 
A reminder that a staff training day is taking place on Friday 18 February and the site will be closed to all 
students.  I wish you an enjoyable half term break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
Mr T Jones 
Principal 

 


