
 

 

 

 

1 April 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
PROPOSED INCLUSION OF FRIDAY PERIOD 5 IN THE SCHOOL TIMETABLE FOR STUDENTS IN YEARS 7-10 
– SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

We have continued to review and evaluate our curriculum offer such that it best supports the overall aim of supporting 
students to develop the necessary knowledge and character that enables them to be the best that they can be in all 
aspects of their lives as 21st Century global citizens. 
 

To this end, and as per previous correspondence, from September 2022 students will not begin the study of 
qualification subjects at Key Stage 4 until they are in Year 10.  This decision has been made to ensure that all students 
can benefit from the study of the National Curriculum for longer.  By offering these subjects across three years rather 
than the current two years, it ensures that teachers are able to delve more deeply into the subject matter; inspiring 
students to want to learn more and equipping them with the requisite knowledge for further study.  I write now to 
inform you of the proposal to extend the school week for students in Years 7 to 10 by including Friday Period 5 in 
their curriculum timetable.  This will mean the school day will run from 8.50 am until 3 pm on all 5 days of the week.  
There will be no change to the school week for students in Year 11, who already have timetabled lessons at this time, 
or for students in Years 12 and 13 who have either a lesson or an independent study period.  School bus timetables 
will change to reflect the new finish time. 
 

The current model was introduced several years ago in response to the context of the school at the time.  We now 
find ourselves in a different situation; the content, purpose and aims of our curriculum are now different and the 
pandemic has highlighted the importance of maximising school contact for all students.  The proposed change 
presents the best way to ensure the school can support students to be the best they can be.  The additional hour 
afforded across the week will be used strategically to ensure focus is placed most appropriately for students in each 
year group. 
 

Parents may have read about the government’s intention that students should be in school for 32.5 hours per week 
from September 2023.  Whilst this proposal supports that aim, it is not the reason it is being done.  Indeed, the 
checking and planning that has been required to ensure the proposed change is possible, started much earlier in the 
year.  The specific details around this government target are not yet clear.  Any impact for the students at Woodkirk 
Academy will be communicated with parents as soon as possible.  
 

If you would like to offer any feedback on this proposal, please complete the Form here by Friday 22 April.  An update 
will be sent later in the year confirming the decision that has been taken. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
Mr T Jones 
Principal 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=4f-RksCGIUKbsKTOjpJ1cqJescsOY3dKtkcxOYygHfNUQVRXV0FMNlJFUFRSNVk5V0RKVTZLSUVJTC4u

