
 

 
 
 
26 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
The first week back after the half term holiday has been extremely busy with a plethora of 
announcements from the government affecting schools.  This letter serves as an update 
further to the information shared on Tuesday 23 February. 
 
The detailed planning for the asymptomatic mass testing of students before their return to 
school continues.  We can confirm that these will begin next week and will continue throughout 
the week commencing 8 March 2021.  To ensure our plans can cater for all requested tests, 
please ensure consent is given before 9 am Monday 1 March.  Details relating to the tests 
were shared via email on the morning of Wednesday 24 February.  
 
The first scheduled tests will take place on Tuesday 2 March and these will be for students in 
Years 12 and 13.  The first test for those in other year groups will be scheduled for later that 
week.  Specific details relating to instructions on arrival and test appointment times will be 
shared in due course.  Please ensure you check your emails frequently so you do not miss 
the communication of this information. 
 
In the majority of cases, students will be invited for their test appointment when they are 
working from home.  This will mean they are absent from their lesson for a period of time.  Live 
lessons will continue throughout and, where possible, lesson materials including instructions, 
information and task sheets will be saved in MS Teams, meaning that students can cover 
missed content at a later point. 
 
The requirement to test such a large number of students is obviously a significant additional 
responsibility for us as a school.  You will be aware that the expectation is that existing school 
staff will provide three tests for those wishing to take part in the programme.  This has 
significant logistical consequences in terms of on-site provision. 
 
We are also committed to ensure the return to on-site education for staff and students is as 
calm, ordered and purposeful as it was in September.  We know how important this is to 
support our students who may be experiencing some worries or nervousness about the return 
as well as allowing others to settle back into effective and safe routines.  Students were 
excellent in the Autumn Term and staff were available to support them; we want to replicate 
this as much as possible. 
 
Consequently, to balance both of these aims, the majority of students will not return to on-site 
education until 15 March, by which point the mass testing will be completed and the focus of 
all members of the school community can be placed on re-engaging and re-connecting with 
school life.  We intend to welcome students in Years 11 to 13 back to on-site education during 
week commencing 8 March and specific details will follow next week. 
 

Continued … 



Parents and students can be assured that the high quality remote education that students 
have received since the turn of the year will continue whilst ever groups of students are 
working from home. 
 
When students return to site we expect them to meet their usual high standards of behaviour 
and appearance.  There are two clear weeks before the majority will return, which should be 
sufficient time to ensure that students are able to conform to these expectations.  Please refer 
to the uniform section in the Positive Behaviour & Discipline policy, which can be found here, 
for any clarification.  We know that some students will have outgrown uniform and shoes since 
they were last used.  Please check this weekend and make necessary arrangements.  We 
understand the hardship that some families are facing at the present time.  If you will 
experience difficulties in obtaining suitable uniform, please contact Mrs Standage at 
standage.j@woodkirkacademy.com.  Similarly, if you have any concerns about your 
son/daughter’s emotional well-being with regards to the return to school or there have been 
significant changes in circumstances during this period of lockdown that we are unaware of, 
please contact the relevant Year Tutor. 
 
There has been some conflicting information given on the wearing of face coverings.  Whilst 
we await further clarity on this from the government, our intention is to follow the issued 
guidance, as we are required to, and ask students to wear masks in classrooms.  We will also 
retain the requirement, as in the Autumn Term, for students to wear masks on entry/exit to 
school and at change of lesson/movement around school.  We are aware though that a small 
number of students will be exempt from this requirement and the guidance states that 
exemption applies to those who: 
 
• cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a physical impairment or 

disability, illness or mental health difficulties; 
 
• speak to, or provide help to, someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial 

expression to communicate. 
 
If you believe that your son/daughter qualifies for exemption, please contact the relevant Year 
Tutor to discuss this.  Please note that students holding exemptions from the Autumn Term 
will continue and do not need to renew these. 
 
On Thursday, information was released about the determination of assessment grades for 
students in examination year groups this summer.  You are, undoubtedly, aware of the main 
headlines.  We are working through this information and will share with students and parents 
the approach we will take as a school as soon as is possible.  For now, the message remains 
the same: the best thing that students can do is to keep working hard under the support and 
guidance of their teachers.  They should submit work as they are expected to and should 
attend all of their remote lessons.  We do not wish for students to start submitting additional 
work that has not been requested, unless this is something that they might normally do through 
agreement with their teacher.  
 
Next week, we will provide the exact times and procedure for the return to school for each 
year group, as well as an update on arrangements for the lateral flow tests in school and 
subsequent testing at home.  Until then, thank you for your continued support and take care. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 
 

 

 

 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Positive_Behaviour_and_Discipline_Policy_-_15_Sep_20-1600768364.pdf
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