
 

 

 

 

3 December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
I write with some updates in light of the change to the national response to controlling the spread of COVID-19.   
 
FACE COVERINGS 
 
As you are aware, we have re-introduced face masks for all students, staff and visitors in communal areas on 
the school site (this does not apply to those who are exempt).  Students have responded very well to this 
expectation; thank you to them and to you for your support.  We appreciate this change was made at short 
notice, in response to information received from the Department for Education late on Sunday afternoon.   
 
We now ask for your help in ensuring your son/daughter has a mask, ideally a re-usable mask, to bring to school 
every day.  We have distributed over 2,000 disposable masks during the past week and unfortunately providing 
this quantity each week is not sustainable.  As was the case earlier in the pandemic, your son/daughter should 
consider a face mask an essential school item and should arrive with this for the start of the day.  As per 
recommendations, ideally students would have 2 clean masks each day and a sealable plastic bag for their 
storage. 
 
We do have a small supply of black reusable cloth facemasks available to purchase.  If this is something you 
would like to do, please send an email to t.wright@woodkirk.leodis.org.uk; ParentPay will then be set to accept 
this payment and the mask can be collected by your son/daughter from student services. 
 
We will keep the requirement for face masks under review.  Thank you in advance. 
 
JANUARY - LATERAL FLOW TESTING 
 
We will be offering on-site Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests to all students on their return to school in January 
2022.  These tests are intended to pick up asymptomatic cases.  As per the available guidance, a single test will 
be offered with students encouraged to continue to complete tests twice weekly at home.    
 
If you would like your son/daughter to be involved in the tests, visit the website here.  Please ensure that all 
documents are read prior to the completion of the consent form.  Please note: we are asking for consent to be 
given again even if students were involved in any previous testing programmes.  Once the consent form is 
submitted, an email will be sent to the address entered on the form to confirm its completion.  Please ensure 
the email is entered correctly – failure to do so will mean further information, including appointment 
times, will not be shared.  Please check your junk/clutter folders for this acknowledgement email. 
 
 

Continued … 

mailto:t.wright@woodkirk.leodis.org.uk
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-information/testing


The consent form will be accessible until 5 pm Monday 13 December.  If you wish to give consent for the 
testing programme, it is vital that the consent form is completed in full by this time so that a schedule can 
be produced and test slots can be allocated.  Slots will be allocated to the students and it will not be possible 
for a particular appointment time to be selected.  It is anticipated that all tests will take place on Tuesday 
4 January, 2022, and that the site will reopen as planned for other students.  If there is a need for the school to 
remain closed to some students whilst these tests are conducted, parents will be notified before the Christmas 
break. 
 
You will find that the majority of questions you might have will be answered in the documents on the website.  If 
you have a specific question please send this to covid-19testing@woodkirk.leodis.org.uk. 
 
In other news 
 
MOCK EXAMS 
 
The mock exams have continued this week for students in Year 13; and students in Year 11 have started their 
assessments.  The conduct of the students has been outstanding.  Considering they have missed so many of 
the normal ‘exam experiences’ to which students are exposed, this is even more impressive.  Well done to them 
all, and thank you to staff and parents for supporting them in their preparation.  To enable the exams to continue 
to run smoothly, please ensure your son/daughter brings with him/her any specific equipment required for a 
given exam.  This includes calculators for subjects where they are needed.   
 
I am sure there will be much to celebrate in the new year when the results are released. 
 
CURRICULUM CHANGE 
 
Parents of students in Year 8 were contacted earlier in the week informing them that option subjects will no 
longer be selected during Year 8.  Instead, the Key Stage 3 National Curriculum will be delivered for an additional 
year: options will be selected during Year 9 and the study of qualification subjects will take place during Years 
10 and 11.  Please find here the letter that was sent, which explains the rationale. 
 
I will write again at the end of term.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
T Jones 
Principal 
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