
 

 

 

 

1 April 2022 
 
 

Dear Parent 
 
We come to the end of another busy but very successful half term at Woodkirk Academy.  The COVID-19 
pandemic has continued to have an impact, particularly on staff and student absence.  Many thanks to the 
support and patience shown by staff, students and parents.  On a couple of days in the last two weeks, we have 
had in excess of 30 staff absences.  Managing in such circumstances requires a team effort – something that is 
never in short supply at Woodkirk.  Consequently, we have managed to cope very well once again.  In spite of 
this disruption, and alongside the high quality of education and pastoral care we aim to offer every day, much 
fantastic work has taken place: 
 

• We welcomed with great pleasure the return of the annual show; something I know many parents came to 
see.  I know you would all agree that it was an enormous success, all the more given it has not been possible 
to host this for the past two years.  My thanks and admiration go to all those staff and students involved in 
all aspects of the production and performance itself, and the organisation of the show nights. It was very 
much a team effort and something of which the school is enormously proud.   

• We hosted a second mock exam series for students in Year 11.  This was in response to the government’s 
instructions as part of their contingency plans for assessment this year.  Additionally, students have 
completed formal assessments in art, PE, performing arts and more.  Once again, the overwhelming majority 
of students have conducted themselves with focus and maturity; well done to them.   

• Students in the Sixth Form wore fancy dress today to raise money for the Ukraine Appeal.  

• Approximately 200 students continued preparations for the forthcoming Duke of Edinburgh Award 
expeditions, with staff giving up weekends to identify and walk potential routes. 

• Our students achieved great success at the Rotary Technology Tournaments, with our senior team 
consisting of four Sixth Form students taking first place. 

• Enormous time and effort went into making the final arrangements for the ski trip, which leaves for Italy on 
Saturday 2 April.  The organisation of this trip, which has rolled over for the past two years, has hit numerous 
obstacles and hurdles.  But thanks to the determination of Miss Mills and the support of students, parents 
and the staff team, everything is finally ready for departure.  I know they will have a wonderful week. 

• Planning and preparation for our Healthy Holidays Easter School has taken place in the last few weeks and 
we are very much looking forward to four days of engaging and exciting experiences for some of our students 
in Year 7.  Great thanks to Miss Bowen and Mr Skitt for the hours of preparation they have committed to this, 
and thanks in advance to the staff who will be supporting the events next week. 

• Thanks in advance, also, to all those staff who have offered to support students in their exam preparations 
over the Easter break.  Credit to the students who have committed to attending these.  Please note: students 
should only attend if they have been invited by a teacher.  Parents should also be aware that the school will 
not be able to contact parents if students who are expected on site do not attend.  Students may bring their 
phone, so parents will be able to confirm their whereabouts as necessary through direct contact. 
 

Continued … 



 
As per government announcements, the next stage of living with COVID takes effect from today.  The full details 
can be found at the government website here.  Guidance that affects schools includes: 
 
• Regular asymptomatic testing is no longer recommended in any education or childcare setting, including in 

SEND, alternative provision and children’s social care settings. Therefore, settings will no longer be able to 
order test kits, which means we will not be able to provide students with these. 

• Adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel unwell, should 
try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume normal activities 
and they no longer have a high temperature. 

• Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people.  They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a high 
temperature, and they are well enough to attend.  In such cases, please contact the Attendance Team as 
you normally would. 

• If a test has been taken, adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people 
aged 18 and under, the advice will be 3 days. 

 
Finally, find here a letter regarding the proposal to include Friday 2-3 pm in the timetabled curriculum for students 
in Years 7-10.  This will bring all year groups in line, meaning the school day will run 8.50 am – 3 pm on all five 
days of the week.   
 
Best wishes for the Easter break; I hope you are able to spend some time doing the things you most enjoy. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
Mr T Jones 
Principal 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-next-steps-for-living-with-covid?utm_source=31%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Letter_to_Parents_-_1_April_22-1648813176.pdf

