
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16 July 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
I write with some updates prior to the end of the year. 
 
We have recorded a number of positive cases over the past fortnight and many students are 
now self-isolating at home.  Please continue to encourage your son/daughter to engage in the 
work that is being offered, including live lessons when available.  As per the letter sent earlier 
this week, expectations and control measures in school will not change next week.  This 
includes the wearing of masks in communal areas.  Following government guidance, from 
Monday 19 July the responsibility for notifying close contacts of a positive case will no longer 
rest with the school but will instead pass to NHS Test and Trace.  In the event of your 
son/daughter testing positive please make the school aware immediately and complete the 
form on the school website (here).  Where asked to name close contacts, please list the names 
of students who were reported to the NHS; this will enable us to confirm that all affected 
students are aware and are self-isolating.  Additionally, if the NHS asks for a contact at school, 
please list school reception rather than naming a member of staff. 
 
Information about the government’s education catch-up campaign can be found here, 
including details of possible summer activities that could be accessed. 
 
This year we say goodbye to a small number of colleagues.  Mr Metcalfe joined as a teacher 
of Science (physics) in September 2019.  He leaves us to pursue his career in China.  Miss 
Smithson joined in September 2020 as a teacher of Computing and Creative iMedia.  She is 
leaving to move closer to home.  Our thanks go to them for their work.   
 
Also leaving are two long standing members of staff: Miss Chorley and Dr Toczek. Miss 

Chorley joined the school in 2005 and has made a significant contribution to a range of 

different aspects of school administration including HR, Finance and Governor support. 

Dr Toczek joined Woodkirk in 1994 as a Teacher of Science.  She has held a number of roles 

including Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator, Science ICT Co-ordinator, Advanced Skills 

Teacher, Head of Chemistry and more recently ITT and NQT Co-ordinator.  She has made a 

significant difference to the lives of not only our students but also to the profession as a whole, 

working with student teachers.  A massive thanks to both colleagues for their outstanding work 

over many years. 

 

Continued …  

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-school-closure-resources-and-information/testing
https://educationcatchup.campaign.gov.uk/


The school will run as normal next week, including start and finish times for students.  As such, 
students will leave site following their staggered exit times, including on Friday afternoon.  One 
exception is that Year 12 students will be dismissed from site at 2 pm on Friday 23 July.   
 
Find here the Relationship and Sex Education policy in place at the Academy.  This has been 
recently revised in light of new guidance from the DfE.  If you would like to comment on this 
policy or have any queries please contact Mr Skitt, Director of Social Studies at 
skitt.d@woodkirkacademy.com.   
 
I will be in touch again next week to share with you the plans for the start of the new term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

Mr T Jones   
Associate Principal 

 
 

 

 

https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/RSE_Policy_-_16_Jun_20_-_curriculum_update_Jul_21-1625653592.pdf
mailto:skitt.d@woodkirkacademy.com

