
 
 
 
1 April 2021 
 
Dear Parent 
 
We hope you have been able to enjoy the very pleasant weather this week.  This has coincided 
well with the first stage of easing restrictions, which may have allowed you to reconnect with 
some friends and family in gardens and outdoor spaces – something we all will cherish. 
 
Testing  
 
As per government expectations, school will be responsible for close contact tracing of positive 
cases for the first 6 days of the holiday.  This is up to and including Wednesday 7 April.  This 
will be only for cases involving students who were in school up to 48 hours before the 
test being taken (LFD or PCR) or the onset of symptoms (whichever came first).  Please 
see below for full details: 
 

 For the first 6 days after teaching ends (Friday 2 April – Wednesday 7 April inclusive), if a 
student or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed 
symptoms within 48 hours of being in school (on or before Saturday 3 April), the school is 
asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual 
may have been infectious whilst in school.  In such cases please complete the form here. 
 

 Where a student or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having 
developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school (later than Saturday 3 
April), the school should not be contacted via this form.  Parents should follow contact 
tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

 

 Where students are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case and this will 
impact on their attendance on or after 19 April, please notify the attendance team in the 
usual way. 

 

 Whether positive, negative or void, students should continue to log the results of LFD home 
tests via the Form in MS Teams.  Please note: positive cases should also be recorded 
in the form mentioned above if taken on or before Saturday 7 April. 

 
The information here, including the infographic produced by Leeds NHS is intended to help 
families to understand what action should be taken in different scenarios when students are 
ready to return to school after the Easter break. 
 
Changes to break and lunchtimes 
 
During the next half term, students in Years 11 and 13 will be completing mini assessments 
which will contribute to the evidence we have to support the determination of their qualification 
grades.  To support the timetabling of these mini assessments, a small number of changes to 
break and lunch sittings will be necessary.  This affects only students in Years 8 and 10.  On 
the dates listed below, these year groups will take their break at 10.55 am – 11.10 am and 
their lunch at 1.25 – 1.50 pm.  Students in school on Wednesday were made aware of 
this.  Break and lunch sittings will remain unchanged for all other days. 

Continued … 

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-school-closure-resources-and-information/testing/home-testing-kits
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-school-closure-resources-and-information/can-my-child-go-to-school-today%3f


Changes for Year 8 Changes for Year 10 

Thursday 22 April Friday 23 April 
Wednesday 28 April Monday 26 April 
Thursday 6 May Thursday 29 April 

Wednesday 12 May Friday 7 May 

Thursday 20 May Monday 10 May 
 Friday 21 May 
 Monday 24 May 

 
Parking 
 
We have seen an improvement in the punctuality of students since the return to on-site 
education earlier this month.  Well done to students and thank you to parents for supporting 
this.  We understand the challenges presented by the decreased access to public transport 
and thank you for your consideration if you do need to bring your son/daughter to school by 
car.  We kindly remind you to park only on the school side of Rein Road, but not on the yellow, 
zig-zag lines as this is illegal.  It is essential you do this as we cannot currently allow parents 
to drive onto school grounds.  Additional traffic on Rein Road is an increased risk to our 
students’ safety.  If you have to collect your son/daughter from Scarborough Street, we ask 
that you please respect local residents.  Concerns have been expressed that some cars are 
inappropriately parked across driveways or even on residents’ properties; congestion would 
be eased if parents did not drive onto Scarborough Street itself and waited instead on 
Dewsbury Road.  It is important that the area remains safe so students are not placed in 
danger due to inconsiderate driving.    
 
Sixth Form catering 
 
One of our measures to reduce the spread of infection has been to stagger break and lunch 
periods; this has worked well.  The students in the Sixth Form have, however, been unable to 
access the wide variety of food other year groups have enjoyed in the Main Hall.  We are 
happy to announce, that in response to student feedback, we are trialling a new food ordering 
service in the Sixth Form area.  Students will be able to pre-order their lunch from a new menu 
up until 8.30 am on the day in question.  The food will be delivered to the Sixth Form area for 
the students to collect at lunch time.  Students have all been given a personalised letter 
explaining how to download the App which will link to their ParentPay account and through 
which food orders can be placed. 
 
Other information 
 

We have a vacancy for a parent governor to join the Local Governing Board; a letter was 
emailed to parents this week with details.  The information is also available on our website – 
please click here.  We look forward to hearing from any interested parents. 
 
As we enter the holiday period, please note the following support: 
 

 Safeguarding.  In addition to the regular items in the e-newsletter, a reminder that any 
safeguarding concerns should be sent to safeguarding@woodkirkacademy.com. 

 

 In addition, other hardship support may also be available. Please contact Mrs Standage 
at standage.j@woodkirkacademy.com if you require this support. 

 

 We know that some families may find themselves becoming eligible for Free School Meals 
due to changes in circumstances.  Please email Mrs J Hudson at 
hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com or contact the school on 0113 887 3600 should you 
need this support. 

 

Continued … 
 

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/parent-governor-vacancy
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We thank all members of the school community for the patience, versatility and resilience they 
have shown so far in 2021, and wish everybody a happy and well deserved break.  We hope 
that the roadmap out of lockdown will continue and would ask that we all adhere to the 
regulations that remain in place.  The impact of the pandemic will lessen much sooner if we 
all play our part in the national effort by following these rules.  Take care.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J Barton   Mr T Jones    
Principal   Associate Principal 
 
 

 

 

 


