
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 July 2021 
 
Dear Parent 
 
I hope that you are looking forward to a break during the summer holidays.  This academic 
year has been a tough one with a seemingly endless set of obstacles for us to overcome.  It 
is against that backdrop that I would like to express my thanks to all of you who have supported 
the school through this time.  It is very much appreciated.  The students have been 
terrific.   Accepting of the need to do things differently, diligent in their attitude to work and 
good humoured in the face of challenge.  The staff have also been fantastic.  They have given 
so much over the past year and I am immensely grateful to them for all they have done. 
 
I very much hope that we will return to something closer to normality in September.  A 
normality, which will include contacts not having to self-isolate and where we can focus our 
energy on learning and enjoyment.  We have tried our best to achieve this throughout the year 
and due to the commitment of staff and students, both in school and when we have been 
required to teach and learn remotely, we have been very successful.  We look forward to the 
year ahead which promises the reintroduction of trips and visits; Sports Day; the School Show; 
and many other events and opportunities that we would normally enjoy.  We will be watching 
government announcements and will monitor developments over the break.  We will, of 
course, communicate any changes to you all as soon as we are able. 
 
The start of the 2021/22 academic year 
 
Monday 6 September is a training day for staff.  Tuesday 7 September will be used to host the 
Year 6 transition day that was not possible during the summer term due to the mixing of school 
bubbles that would have been necessary.  Students in Year 12 will also be invited into school 
for part of this day.  Parents of students in these year groups will receive separate 
communication about the arrangements for these days. 
 
On Wednesday 8 September, all students are expected on-site and ready to begin the day at 
8.50 am.  Staggered start and end times will not operate and the school day will, once again, 
finish at 3.00 pm (at 2.00pm on Friday for Years 7 to 10).  Some of the changes we have been 
required to implement in the past 12 months will be retained.  These include split break and 
lunch times and some aspects of a one-way system around the school site.  We have seen 
the benefit of these in reducing congestion and managing queues and waiting times in dining 
areas.  We will also be retaining the 10 minute same-day detentions for late arrivals to the first 
session of the day. 
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We have begun a review of some aspects of the homework policy, a piece of work that will 
continue in the autumn term.  Students who fail to hand in homework will be given until the 
next day to rectify this.  Failure to do so will result in a 30 minute after school 
detention.  Homework support will still be available for students who would like to make the 
most of staff assistance and the use of school resources to complete independent study tasks. 
 
One further change for your attention is the use of the Learning Resource Centre 
(LRC).  Moving forward this will operate in much the same way as a community or University 
library does: it will not be a social space but will be used for quiet study and reading.  Students 
who, prior to this year, spent time in the LRC before or after school with friends should make 
note of this expectation. 

 
Lateral flow testing 
 
The government has asked secondary schools to make on-site lateral flow testing available 
for students at the start of the new academic year.  We are in the process of making 
arrangements for these.  Testing is not compulsory and consent is required for each student 
taking part.  Over the break you will receive an email inviting you to complete the consent form 
for your son/daughter.  Consent will be required separately for each of your children.  We are 
asking that consent be given again, even for those who offered this in the spring and who have 
been using the home tests.  This to ensure that contact details are up to date and that only 
those who have submitted consent for the autumn testing programme will be 
included.  Subsequent to this, you will receive notification of the schedule we will run and 
appointment times for your son/daughter.  Testing will begin on Friday 3 September and will 
be completed the following week on Monday and Tuesday. Please also keep an eye on the 
website – key information will be shared in this way.   

 
During the break 
 
Please be aware that the Academy will be upgrading its Office 365 system over the summer 
holidays.  This will mean that student emails and Microsoft Teams will be unavailable from 
Monday 16 August 2021 until Monday 30 August 2021.  New usernames will be issued to 
students as they return in September.  We appreciate that this will mean some downtime over 
the summer period, and that some students will have been assigned work via Microsoft Teams 
for their attention during the break.  It is recommended, therefore, that students download onto 
their device before this date any resources etc. that teachers have shared and which they will 
need.  No information will be lost from student accounts.  If students require a username and 
password before the return to school, they will be able to collect this in person from the 
Academy reception from Tuesday 31 August onwards.  They will need to bring some form of 
identification to collect this.  Whilst students’ Microsoft Teams accounts will remain accessible 
in the first part of the break, we would ask that the chat function is used with caution.  Whilst 
some teachers will access their accounts and may be able to respond to queries from students 
about the work, there must be no expectation that they will.  All of our staff have worked 
incredibly hard this year and they must be allowed to enjoy a well-deserved break.  If students 
feel that they need to report something regarding a safeguarding matter, they should use the 
email below.   
 
As we enter the holiday period, please note the following support: 
 

 Any safeguarding concerns should be sent to safeguarding@woodkirkacademy.com. 
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 In addition, other hardship support may also be available. Please contact Mrs Standage 
at standage.j@woodkirkacademy.com if you require this support. 

 
 We know that some families may find themselves becoming eligible for Free School Meals 

due to changes in circumstances. 
Please email woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com or contact the school on 0113 
887 3600 should you need this support. 

 
From 16 to 27 August we look forward to welcoming nearly 200 of our new Year 7 students 
who are taking part in the Summer School.  Mrs Bowen (Director of English) and Mr Skitt 
(Director of Social Studies) have taken the lead in organising what promises to be an 
engaging, rewarding and enjoyable experience for staff and students alike.  Our great thanks 
go to all those members of staff who have been involved in planning for this and to those who 
will be delivering the event next month. 
 
The results days for students in Years 11 and 13 take place on 12 and 10 August 
respectively.  All necessary information, including details about the collection of results, will 
be shared with parents and students separately.  If you have any questions about this please 
contact our Examinations Officer, Mrs Dorrian at: dorrian.j@woodkirkacademy.com.   
 
Whatever September brings, we will continue to do our best for all in the Woodkirk Academy 
community and wish you a very enjoyable summer. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
T Jones 
Associate Principal 
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