
 

 

 

 

Qualification Aim Number: 40014162  Credit Value: 60 

What will you learn 
and achieve by doing 
this qualification? 

As a learner on this qualification you will be offered a coherent, integrated 
and supported year of study through which you will gain the knowledge, 
awareness, skills and confidence necessary for successful undergraduate 
study in a range of social science related progression routes. 
 
The qualification aims: 

• to provide HE progression opportunities for adults who, because of 
social, educational or individual circumstances, do not have the 
necessary qualifications; 

• to give learners a general introduction to the basic concepts, 
methods, and key areas of knowledge within the core disciplines 
taken and offer a coherent and stimulating framework within which 
they can broaden their intellectual outlook and make connections 
between subject areas; 

• to help learners to develop and consolidate the various skills 
required to enable them to cope successfully with the demands of 
undergraduate study and to become independent, self-directed 
learners; 

• to establish a positive and supportive learning environment within 
which learners can build their confidence through successful 
learning and the sharing of their experience. 
 

If you successfully complete the qualification you will achieve a QAA 
recognised Access to HE Diploma. 
 

Entry requirements 

Although there are no formal entry requirements, some colleges may ask 
you to have GCSE Maths and or English at grade A* to C. In some cases, you 
may be able to study one of these GCSEs alongside the Access to HE 
Diploma. The college may ask you to sit an English and, in some cases, a 
maths diagnostic test. You may be asked for an interview as part of the 
application process.   
 

Age restrictions 
There are no age restrictions, although most colleges would expect you to be 
19 or over. 
 

Fees 
Fees may vary between colleges. If you are 19 or over, you may be eligible for 
a Advanced Learning Loan. The loan you take out for your Access to HE 
Diploma will be written off once you have completed a Higher Education 



 

course. You can apply through your college or directly to the Student Loans 
Company. If you are between 19 and 23, you may be eligible for some 
funding if this is your first full level 3 qualification. Please check with your 
college. 
 

Is this the right 
qualification for you? 

The Access to Higher Education Diploma (Social Science) is a qualification 
which prepares people without traditional qualifications for study at 
university. 
It is designed for:  

• adults with an interest in the social sciences; 
• adults who, because of social, educational or individual 

circumstances, were unable to participate in or benefit from initial 
education; 

• adults from groups under-represented in higher education; 
adults seeking a change of direction because of unemployment or 
lack of career opportunities in their previous field and who have a 
demonstrable interest in entering a social sciences related 
profession. 
 

Where can you study 
this Access to HE 
Diploma? 

This qualification is delivered by OCN London centres including Further 
Education Colleges, and Adult and Community Education Centres.  You can 
find details on our website on our Access to HE Courses Directory pages:  
http://www.ocnlondon.org.uk/access-to-he/access-to-he-course-
directory.aspx 
 

How is the 
qualification 
structured? 

The qualification is structured so that it meets the Quality Assurance Agency 
for Higher Education’s (QAA) Access to HE Specification requirements.  
 
All Access to HE Diplomas are made up of units of assessment that amount 
to 60 credits. Each credit represents 10 notional hours of learning. Most 
units are for either 3 or 6 credits.  
 
The qualification’s 60 credits include 45 graded credits at level 3 that must 
be achieved from units that have academic subject content.  The remaining 
15 credits will be from study skills units that will both provide you with the 
skills to study the Access course and prepare you for study at Higher 
Education. Most of these are at level 3 (ungraded) but some may be at level 2 
depending on your course at the college.    
 
Learners must meet the Qualification Rules of Combination which will 
require you to achieve all the mandatory units as well as the required credits 
in other modules. 
 
The subjects available to study as part of the qualification will vary between 
colleges.  Please check with your local college as to which subject modules 
are offered. 
 

http://www.ocnlondon.org.uk/access-to-he/access-to-he-course-directory.aspx
http://www.ocnlondon.org.uk/access-to-he/access-to-he-course-directory.aspx


  

 

Where would you 
progress from this 
qualification? 

Due to the breadth of skills gained from Social Science subjects, learners 
progress to Higher Education study onto a wide range of subject areas These 
may include some of the following areas of Degree level study: 
Anthropology, Criminology, Early Years & Child Development, Global 
Politics, International Relations, Law, Psychology, Psychology and 
Counselling, Social Policy, Social Sciences, Social Work, Sociology and a 
wide range of combined and related degrees.  
 

Further information 

Please see the OCN London website:   
http://www.ocnlondon.org.uk/access-to-he.aspx  
 
If you want to know where you can study this qualification, please get in 
touch with us at enquiries@ocnlondon.org.uk 
 

About us 

OCN London is a leading national Access Validating Agency and Awarding 
Organisation. We are a not-for-profit organisation that works in 
partnership with educators, training providers, charities and employers to 
help transform people’s lives through learning. We have been helping 
organisations to develop and validate their education and training provision 
for over 25 years. Our focus is on providing opportunities for people - many 
of them ‘second chance’ learners who have missed out on traditional 
education - to progress and achieve their potential. This is at the heart of 
our mission. Each year we certificate thousands of Access to HE learners. 
 

 

Please contact our Access to HE team at OCN London if you require any further information. Email us at enquiries@ocnlondon.org.uk or call us on 020 

7278 5511. 
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