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Title

1. The name of the Association is “The Presbyterian Widows’ Fund Association”.

Purposes 1852 II

2. The purposes of the Association are to provide annuities and other benefits for the Widows and Children of such duly ordained or installed Ministers in connection with The Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Remonstrant Synod of Ulster or the Presbytery of Antrim, as are or may become members of the Association.

Part 1 
ADMINISTRATION

Directors: 185 XVI-XXII

3. The Board of Directors consists of the President, two Vice-Presidents, the Secretary (all of whom are elected at the Annual General Meeting of the Association) and eighteen other members (of whom one-third retire annually in rotation and are eligible for re-election).

Annual Meeting

4. The Annual General Meeting of the Association is held in the month of February or March.

Duties of Secretary

5. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend all meetings of the Association and of the Directors, or any Committee of Directors;

· to affix the Common Seal of the Association to such instruments and documents as he may, from time to time, be directed to seal by the Association, or by the Directors, or any Committee of Directors, at any of their meetings, and to sign the same as Secretary;

· to make a correct entry of the proceedings of every meeting of the Association or its Directors or any Committee of Directors in the books provided by the Association for that purpose;

· to have entries of the proceedings of every such meeting duly authenticated by the signature of the Chairman at such meeting, or of the next subsequent meeting;

· to call all General Meetings of the Association, and all meetings of the Directors, or any Committee of Directors;

· to keep the “Register of Members” and the Members’ and Annuitants’ Address Books as required by the Act of Incorporation;

· to enter all the Bye-Laws and Rules of the Association and all alterations or amendments of the same, in a book provided for that purpose;

-
to enter all the Bye-Laws and Rules of the Association, and all alterations or amendments of the same, in a book provided for that purpose;

-
to prepare the Annual Report of the Association;

-
to transmit a copy of said Report, when instructed so to do, to each member;

-
to deposit all deeds, documents, and securities connected with the property of funds of the Association with the Association's Bankers, or in a Fire-proof Safe;

-
and generally to do all other business which may be incidental to the several matters aforesaid, or which he may be by the Association, or the Directors, or any Committee of Directors, desired to perform.  Provided always that, in case of the absence of the Secretary, due to illness or any other cause, the Directors may appoint a Secretary pro tem, who shall discharge all the duties of the said office.

It shall also be the duty of the Secretary to furnish all Ministers joining the Association with copies of the Rules, and inform them that the penalties for neglect of their observance must be strictly enforced; and to report to their respective Presbyteries within nine months of their ordination the names of those Ministers of The Presbyterian Church in Ireland who have not joined the Association, in spite of the promise made to their Presbyteries to do so.

The Common Seal

6.
The Common Seal of the Association shall be affixed to documents requiring same only in the presence of two Directors, both of whom shall sign as witnesses and they shall also initial the record in the Seal Book provided therefor.  The keys of the Seal shall be kept separately in the custody of the General Secretary of The Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the Treasurer of the Association.

Duties of Treasurer l852 XXXI(f)

7.
It shall be the duty of the Treasurer who shall be appointed annually to receive all payments due to the Association;

· to pay the annuitants the instalments of their respective annuities when due and payable, and to procure vouchers for such payments;

· to discharge all accounts which are certified as payable by the Association by the Chairman of the Meeting of Directors at which the same shall have been submitted and passed;

· to furnish once in every year a statement of accounts of the Association made up from the date of the last annual statement of the same, which statement shall be examined by the Auditors of the Association, and, if found correct, shall be certified and signed by them and countersigned by the Secretary, and submitted to the next Annual General Meeting of the Association.

He shall also furnish any special account the Directors may require, and generally shall do and transact all acts and business which may be incidental to his office as Treasurer, or which he may be required by the Directors at any of their meetings to do or perform relating to the funds or affairs of the Association.

End of Financial Year: l852 XXIX

8.
The accounts of the Association shall be balanced up to the 3lst day of December in every year.

Auditors: l852 XXVII l95l 4(7)

9.
An Auditor or two Auditors shall be elected every year at the Annual General Meeting.  A Director of the Association is, ex officio, disqualified for appointment as an Auditor.

The Auditors shall have a right of access at all times to the books, accounts, securities, and vouchers of the Association, and shall be entitled to require from the Directors and Officers of the Association such information and explanation as may be necessary for the performance of their duties.

The Auditors shall sign a certificate at the foot of the balance sheet stating whether or not all their requirements as Auditors have been complied with, and shall make a report to the Members on the accounts examined by them and on every balance sheet laid before the Association in General Meeting during their tenure of office, and in every such report shall state whether in their opinion the balance sheet is a full and fair statement properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Association's affairs as shown by the books of the Association, and such report shall be read before the Association in General Meeting.

Alteration of Bye-Laws: l852 XLVI
l0.
The Bye-Laws or Rules of the Association shall not at any time be altered or repealed, nor any new one be added thereto, without notice of such intended alteration, repeal, or addition having been given in the printed minutes of the proceedings of the Annual General Meeting of the Association, of which each member shall be entitled to receive a copy from the Secretary, in case he apply for the same; and also that such alteration, repeal, or addition shall be read and approved of at the next Annual Meeting of the Association, nor shall such alteration, repeal, or addition be made without the approbation of three-fourths of the members present at such meeting.  

Neither the Secretary nor the Directors have any power to alter or vary the rules of the Association.  The rules must be strictly observed and the penalties prescribed hereafter for neglect must be enforced.

Interpretation

1l(a).
References to “his” in these Bye-Laws, Rules and Regulations should be interpreted to include “her”.

1l(b).
Any dispute, question, doubt or difference which may arise respecting the meaning or construction of The Presbyterian Widows' Fund Association Acts of l852 and l95l, or of these Bye-Laws, shall be decided and determined by the Board of Directors, who shall be at liberty to take any legal opinion thereon they may think fit.

Part 2
MEMBERS

Eligibility for Membership

l2.
Save as provided by Bye-Law l5, eligibility for membership of the Association is confined to such Ministers as are ordained, by, or in connection with, The Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Remonstrant Synod of Ulster, or the Presbytery of Antrim, for the pastoral charge of a congregation or such other purposes as the Directors of the Association may, from time to time, determine.

Initial Contribution

l3.
Save as provided by Bye-Laws l4 and l5, every Minister who becomes eligible for membership shall give written notice to the Secretary of the Association within six months from the date of his Ordination that he wishes to become a member and shall pay to the Treasurer, as his Initial Contribution the sum of £l00, one-fourth part of which at least shall be paid within twelve months from the date of his Ordination.

If for any reason twelve months shall elapse without such payment, the period may be extended by not more than three months upon payment of a fine of £5.00 for each month or part of a month beyond the original twelve.

On payment of the said sum of £l00 or such one-fourth part thereof, as above mentioned, such Minister shall thereupon become a Member.

Where less than the full Initial Contribution has been paid as above, the time for payment of the remainder may be extended over a period of four years from the Ordination of such member, subject to payment by him of interest on such remainder then due at the rate of five per cent per annum.

In case the Initial Contribution and all Interest and Fines as aforesaid shall not be paid within five years from the date of his Ordination, his membership shall cease and all payments made by him shall be forfeited to the Association.

All monies received in respect of Initial Contribution including Interest, if any, less amounts repaid under Rules l9B or 20, shall be invested as new Capital of the Association.

Over 30 Years of Age at Joining

l4.
Every Minister who at the date of becoming eligible for membership is thirty years of age or over shall give written notice to the Secretary within six months of his Ordination that he wishes to become a Member, and shall pay to the Treasurer as qualification for membership:-

(a) 
The basic
 Initial Contribution of £l00

(b)

If ordained before 31 March 2011
 the Additional Initial Contribution being the Current Annual Subscription for every year or part of a year over thirty years of age up to and including the date of his Ordination.

On payment of one-fourth part of the basic Initial Contribution of £l00.00 within one year of his Ordination, such Minister shall become a Member.  Where less than the full contribution has been paid the time for payment of the remainder may be extended over a period of five years from his Ordination, or, if over thirty-four years of age at his Ordination for a period of seven years, or, if over thirty-eight years of age at his Ordination for a period of ten years; subject to the payment by him of Interest at five per cent per annum of the amount outstanding.

In case the full amount aforesaid shall not be paid within five years of his Ordination, or, seven years if over thirty-four years of age at his Ordination or ten years, if over thirty-eight years of age at his Ordination, his membership shall cease and all payments made by him shall be forfeited to the Association.

Application by Ministers on Installation

l5.
Any Minister of any other Church who may hereafter be installed a Minister of The Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Remonstrant Synod of Ulster, or the Presbytery of Antrim, may apply within three months of such installation for membership of the Association.

If the Board of Directors approves his application and he pays to the Treasurer, within six calendar months of such approval, one-fourth part at least of the following:-

(a) 
The basic
 Initial Contribution of £l00

(b) 
If installed before 31 March 2011
 the Additional Initial Contribution being the current Annual Subscription for every year or, part of a year since his Ordination until his Installation as a Minister of The Presbyterian Church   in Ireland,

he shall thereupon become a Member.  Provided, however, that any such Minister who was thirty years of age or over at the date of his Ordination shall make payments (b) from the date of his thirtieth birthday rather than from the date of his Ordination.

In case the full amount aforesaid shall not be paid within five years of his Installation, his Membership shall cease and all payments made by him shall be forfeited to the Association.

Any former Member of the Association, whose Membership was terminated in accordance with Bye-Law l9 or Bye-Law 20, on being installed again a Minister of The Presbyterian Church in Ireland, may apply to the Board of Directors within three months of such installation to rejoin the Association.  If the Board of Directors, at their sole discretion, approve his application and he pays to the Treasurer within six calendar months of such approval the following:-

(a) The amount repaid to him under Bye-Law l9 or Bye-Law 20 when his Membership terminated

(b) The current Annual Subscription for every year or part of a year since his membership terminated.

(c) Interest at five per cent, per annum on (a) and (b) from the date his membership terminated until  he   rejoins the Association,

     he shall become a Member.

In calculating the amounts to be paid under paragraphs l4 and l5, the words "current annual subscription" shall refer to the annual subscription in force at the date of application to become a member of the Association.

Those Ministers, the payment of whose Initial Contribution has not been completed at the date when the amended rules come into operation, shall not be required to pay any greater Initial Contribution than would have been payable if these rules had been in operation at the date of Ordination.

Any Minister, a Member of the Association, who has completed all or part of the payment of his Initial Contribution, before the Amended rules come into operation, shall not be entitled to a refund of the excess.

l6.
Every member of the Association shall, during his membership pay an annual subscription of l.25%
 of the basic ministerial minimum income as fixed by the Board of Ministry and Pensions, except in the case of those Members of the Association who are retired when the Annual Subscription payable by such members shall be 0.2% of the basic ministerial minimum.
  Fractions of £l00 shall be ignored for the purposes of calculation.

The first payment in respect of such subscription shall be a proportionate part thereof calculated from the first quarter day next following one year after the Ordination of such Member, or in the case of a Member admitted under Bye-Law l5 from the first quarter day following his Installation, the quarter days being lst January, lst April, lst July and lst October in each year, and a complementary proportionate part thereof shall likewise be payable up to the first quarter day subsequent to the decease of such Member.

Notice to Members regarding payment of the annual subscription will normally be posted on 30th November, but payment is due as above whether such annual reminder is received or not.

Any reference in other Bye-Laws, Rules or Regulations of the Association to an Initial Contribution of £69.23 shall be amended to read "the Initial Contribution".

Penalties for Default in Payment of Above

l7.
If any member shall fail to pay his annual subscription on or before the 3lst December in any year, he shall pay a fine of 25p for each month or part of a month thereafter during which his subscription shall remain in arrear.

Should his subscription and fines remain unpaid at the expiration of twelve months after his subscription became due, his membership shall cease and he shall forfeit all interest in the Association.

Restoration After Loss of Membership by Default

l8. Any member whose membership shall become forfeited by default in payment of any sum or sums payable under these Bye-Laws may apply by Memorial to an Annual General Meeting of the Association to be restored to membership, and may be so restored by a resolution passed by the votes of three-fourths of the members present and voting at the Annual General Meeting of the Association next following the date 

    of such Memorial, upon such terms as the said General Meeting may determine (but in no case less than the amounts due, plus the fine specified in Bye-Law l7 above), and upon payment to the Association within fourteen days after the date of such meeting in accordance with such terms; provided that if a less interval than one calendar month between the receipt of such Memorial by the Secretary and the date of holding the next Annual General Meeting then and in such case the power of restoring such defaulting member may be exercisable by the second Annual General Meeting held after the date of such Memorial.

Continuation of Membership Outside the Constituent Churches

19a
Any Member of the Association who at the time of the passing of the l95l Act was a member of The Secession Widows' Fund, shall be entitled to continue his membership (so far as it is related to the said Fund) notwithstanding that he has come under the jurisdiction of The Presbyterian Church of England, or of The Church of Scotland, The Free Church of Scotland, or The United Free Church of Scotland (continuing) provided he pays his former annual subscription or the current annual subscription whichever is the greater.

19b All other members of the Association may continue their membership while under the jurisdiction of any Presbyterian Church approved by the Board of Directors, provided they pay an annual subscription equal to the current ordinary annual subscription, plus 0.1% of the basic ministerial minimum.

19c All members of the Association not under the jurisdiction of The Presbyterian Church in Ireland and not otherwise qualified under Bye-Law l2 shall furnish to the Honorary Secretary before 3lst December in each year a certificate stating that they still remain under the jurisdiction of one of the Bodies stated in Bye-Law l9(a) or approved by the Directors under Bye-Law l9(b).

Any such member may elect to terminate his membership within six months of ceasing to be a Minister of The Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Remonstrant Synod of Ulster, or the Presbytery of Antrim, in which case he shall be repaid a sum equal to one-half the amount of his Initial Contribution, and one-half the total of his annual subscriptions.

Repayment on Ceasing to be a Minister in Constituent Churches

20.  Any member of the Association, except as provided in Bye-Law l9, who shall from any cause save deposition or suspension, cease to qualify for membership as under Bye-Law l2, shall thereupon cease to be a member of the Association and, on repayment to him of a sum equal to one-half the amount of his Initial Contribution,  and one-half the total of his annual subscriptions, shall have no further claim on the Association.

Suspension or Deposition

2l.  Any member who for any cause shall be deposed or suspended from Ministerial Office shall, from the date of such deposition or suspension, cease to be a member; such member shall not be entitled to be repaid any sum in respect of his contributions and subscriptions as hereinbefore provided; but in lieu thereof his widow or children, as the case may be, shall have the same claim to an annuity as if such membership had not been forfeited provided they, or someone on their behalf, shall have punctually paid, during the life of such deposed member, all contributions, subscriptions and other payments as would have been payable by him if his membership has not become forfeited.

Second Marriage, etc.

22a Any member who shall contract a second marriage shall, in order to give only their spouse and the children of such marriage the right to such annuity, pay to the Treasurer, within six months after the date of such second marriage, the sum of £l00, and similarly a like sum for every succeeding marriage they may contract, and in case of their failing to do so, the spouse and children of any such second or succeeding marriage shall be excluded from all benefit.

22b Such member may, however, continue their membership for the benefit only of children by their first or other former marriage by continuing to pay the contributions and annual subscriptions in accordance with these Bye-Laws.

22c If such member desires to provide for their spouse and children of a second or succeeding marriage, and at the same time continue their membership as under (b) the payments to be made shall be as in Bye-Law l5, together with the appropriate multiple of the annual subscription.

22d Any childless widower on joining the Fund shall be regarded as so doing on the same terms as an unmarried man, and any such member who shall contract a second marriage will not be required to make a second Initial Contribution.

Marriage in Special Circumstances

23.  If it shall appear to the Association at any General Meeting that there is reason to believe that a marriage has been contracted by or with a now deceased member whilst in a state of sickness or of debility of mind, or in apprehension of immediate death, the matter shall be referred to the Directors for investigation.

Due notice of the intended investigation shall be given to the widow in writing by the Secretary at least fourteen days before the day of meeting at which such investigation shall take place, and should the decision of the Directors be adverse to her, she shall not be entitled to an annuity or other benefit from the Association.

Death before Completion of Initial Contribution

24.  When a member dies before he has completed the payment of the Initial Contribution due under these Bye-Laws and leaves a widow, or family, a sum equal to whatever balance 

or subscription or fines may remain unpaid shall be deducted from the annuity payable to his widow or family in such manner as shall be fixed by the Directors.

Former Secession Fund Members Secured

25.  Any member of the Association who, prior to the passing of the l95l Act, was a member both of the Association and The Secession Widows' Fund, shall be entitled to secure the benefit stated in Bye-Law 30 by the annual payment of double the current annual subscription.  But such member shall be entitled to one vote only at any meeting of the Association.

The privilege of "double membership" under this Bye-Law shall cease when a remarriage payment is made under Bye-Law 22.

Secession Fund Members Pay to Association

26.  All payments formerly made to The Secession Widows' Fund by its members shall be made to this Association in accordance with these Bye-Laws.

PART 3 ANNUITANTS

Solemn Declaration l852: XLVII

27. Any application for an annuity in which proofs shall be required by or on behalf of the Association, or of the Directors or Secretary, of any matters or facts in support of the application, shall be supported by a Solemn Declaration of or respecting such matters or facts, and also by a Solemn Declaration made by another person having a competent knowledge of such matters or facts or any of them;

and every such Solemn Declaration shall be made in the form or to the effect expressed or mentioned in the Schedule attached to the Principal Act (l852) and to these Bye-Laws;

and every such Declaration shall be made or taken by or before any Judge of a Superior Court, or any Master or Master Extraordinary in Chancery, or any Justice of the Peace, Commissioner, Officer, or person by law authorised to administer an oath, or take a Solemn Declaration, in the place where such Declaration shall be made, and every Solemn Declaration so made shall be left at the principal office of the Association.

Annual Certificate

28.  Each Annuitant of the Association domiciled outside Ireland  shall be required to complete and forward to the Treasurer, early in December each year, a certificate signed by such authority as the Directors may prescribe which will provide the Treasurer with the Annuitant's address for the payment next due.

Annuities

29(a).  The annuities shall be of equal amount except as provided by Bye-Laws 22(c), 29(b) 
 and 30 (and by any change in the administration of The Supplemental Widows' Fund of The Presbyterian Church in Ireland that may be authorised by the General Assembly) and shall be fixed each year by the Association at its Annual General Meeting.  Every annuity shall commence on the day of the death of a member, and shall be payable monthly
.

The first payment shall be the proportion due from the day of the death of the member to the close of the current month
 less the amount due to the Association under Bye-Law l6. (See also Bye-Law 24).

Grants may also be paid to widows and orphans of ministers in accordance with the terms and provisions of any bequests or trust funds held by the Association.

29(b) 
.  The annuities paid in respect of members admitted after 31 March 2011 shall be calculated as 1/420th of the annuity determined in 29(a) for each complete month of membership to retirement. The annuity determined shall not exceed the amount fixed under Rule 29(a).

Double Benefit

30.  The Widows and Children of Members of the Association qualified by the provisions of Bye-Laws 22(c) and 25 shall be entitled to double the current (ordinary) annuity of the Association.

Payment to Widows

3l.  When a member shall die, leaving a widow, the annuity shall be payable to her up to the date of her death, the last payment thereof shall be made to her personal representatives on Registration of Probate with the Association or to the person or persons who may appear to the Directors to be entitled thereto, whose receipt shall be a sufficient discharge and shall exonerate the Directors and the Association from all liability in respect of such payment. A widow is a woman who was married to a male member at the time of his death.” and “A widow will also be deemed to include a man who was married to a female member at the time of her death

On the death of the widow the annuity shall cease except as hereinafter provided.

Payment to Children 

32.  When a member dies leaving a child or children and no widow, such child or children shall be entitled to receive the annuity for a period of ten years after the member's death, when it shall cease; when a widow, being an annuitant, dies before she shall have received her annuity for the period of ten years, leaving a child or children by such member, such a child or children shall be entitled to receive the said annuity until the said period of ten years shall have been completed, subject, however, to the provisions and powers in these Bye-Laws hereafter mentioned.

In case the youngest child be less than five years of age at the death of the member, the term shall be a period of twelve years.

And, further, in the case of a child or children on the books of The Secession Widows' Fund at the time of the passing of the l95l Act, the period shall be twelve years in respect only of the annuity then due from the former Secession Widows' Fund.

Re-Marriage of Widows

33.  If a widow, being an annuitant and having a child or children by a member, shall marry again, such widow shall thereupon receive one-half only of the annuity, the remaining half shall be paid to such child or children for the remainder of the annuity period (Bye-Law 32) and on the expiration of said period, or the death of such child or children, whichever shall first happen, the whole annuity shall thereupon revert to such widow.

Unmarried Members
 

34. When a member who never married dies, the Directors may at their discretion pay an annuity for a period of ten years after the member's death to an annuitant agreed by the Directors. An unmarried member may express a wish as to a suitable annuitant.

No Power to Alienate or Charge Annuity

35.  All payments accruing to an annuitant under these Bye-Laws shall be for the separate use and benefit of such annuitant only, and may not be alienated or charged; but the annuitant shall have power to renounce her (or his) claim.  Payments, as they fall due, shall be made to the annuitant whose receipt shall be a sufficient discharge to the Association.

Power of Appointment by Will

36.  Every Member of the Association shall have power of appointment exercisable by Will, for the purpose of determining in favour of any one or more of his children, and in such proportion as he may think fit, the right to any beneficial interest which might accrue to such children under these Bye-Laws, and which in default of such appointment would be divided equally amongst them.

Minors and Others Unfit to Give Valid Discharge

37. In case the annuitant is a minor or person of unsound mind, and there is no one authorised by law to give the Directors a valid discharge for the annuity, the Directors may themselves apply the annuity for the benefit of the minor or such other person in such manner as they, in their discretion, think fit.
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