Luke’s Gospel in Advent and Christmas

Welcome to this worship resource for Advent and Christmas based on the gospel of Luke.  There are suggestions for six weeks of praise for the four weeks of Advent, the Sunday after Christmas and the first Sunday of the New Year.
Each week gives an overview of the theme with suggestions for four traditional hymns or carols.  In addition, there is a weekly suggestion for the choir, options for a video praise song for listening and reflection and an option for the congregation to learn a new song.
About Advent
The word Advent from the Latin meaning "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the season is the celebration of the birth of Jesus in his First Advent, and the anticipation of his return as Christ the King in his Second Advent. For most churches in the Western tradition, Advent is the beginning of the Church Year. It begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day, which is the Sunday nearest November 30, and ends on Christmas Eve. Traditionally, Christmas lasts twelve days until 5th January.
Advent is a season of waiting
For 400 years leading up to Jesus’ arrival, generations passed without a word from God through a prophet. The Israelites looked back at what God already revealed (as expressed in the writings of the Law and the Prophets)—and waited in expectation for the promised Messiah.  In secular terms ‘waiting’ is reflected in children’s excitement to the countdown to receiving presents on Christmas Day.  Spiritually, it can be significant time to reflect on the year that has passed and to wait in God’s loving presence and peace.
Advent waiting is about the yearning and longings of our hearts that draw us deeper into our relationship with Jesus. This is when waiting often involves the hard work of suffering, persevering through weariness, serving with consistency and loving in the face of discouragement or setbacks. Whatever we wait for this Advent, we ultimately wait for the day when Jesus our Prince of Peace will return and reign.
Embrace the waiting with …
1. silence and wonder - Luke 1: 5-25 Zechariah
2. joy - Luke 1: 26-45 Mary 
3. peace - Luke 2: 8-21 Shepherds
4. worship - Luke 2: 22-40 Simeon and Anna
5. trust - Luke 2:41-52 Jesus the boy at the temple
6. assurance – Luke 21:25-36 one day we will meet Jesus
1. 
Embrace the waiting with silence and wonder – Zechariah
Call to Worship: “For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.” Psalm 62:5
Bible Reading: Luke 1:5-25  
An angel gives Zachariah wonderful news! Even though he and his wife Elizabeth were far beyond childbearing age, they would soon give birth to a son. And not just any son, but one who would take on the crucial task of preparing people for the Lord and his coming.  Zechariah asks the angel an innocent question, “How can I be sure of this?”  Maybe it was the shock of the whole experience. Maybe he was just too overwhelmed with joy. After all, he was only human. The angel hears this as unbelief and Zachariah is given nine months of silence to reflect on his life. Once Zachariah’s son is born his voice is restored and he praises God in wonder.
Four Traditional Hymns
1. IPH 291 – Come O Long Expected Jesus
This traditional hymn by Charles Wesley is both a preparation for the nativity of Jesus and a longing for Christ’s kingdom. It celebrates the freedom, strength, peace and consolation that Christ offers.
2. IPH 552 – Take my Life and Let it Be
3. IPH 33 – O Worship the King
4. Blessed be the God of Israel, Who comes to set us Free by Michael Perry to the tune of IPH 330 O Little Town of Bethlehem (Lyrics below).
One for the Choir:
IPH 305 – Angels from the Realms of Glory
Video Praise for Listening and Reflection: 
God is with Us by Casting Crowns God Is With Us ~ Casting Crowns ~ lyric video (youtube.com)
Don’t Let me Lose my Wonder by Keith & Kristyn Getty Don't Let Me Lose My Wonder (LIVE) - Keith & Kristyn Getty (youtube.com)   This is not a Christmas song as such but the Getty’s are singing it live on a stage for a Christmas concert.
One to Learn:
Kings of Kings by Hillsong Worship King of Kings (Lyric Video) - Hillsong Worship (youtube.com)
Available on subscription through Song Select or to purchase from Praise Charts King of Kings (Lyric Video) - Hillsong Worship (youtube.com)

___________________________________________________________________________

To the tune of O Little Town of Bethlehem
Blest be the God of Israel who comes to set us free,
And raises up new hope for us, a branch of David’s tree.
So have the Prophets long declared that with a mighty arm,
God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm.
With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall,
The oath once sworn to Abraham from foes to protect us all.
That we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise,
With holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days.
My child, as prophet of the lord, you will prepare the way,
To tell God’s people they are saved from sin’s eternal sway.
Then shall God’s mercy from on high shine forth and never cease,
To drive away the gloom of death and lead us into peace.

 


2. Embrace the waiting with joy - Mary
Call to Worship: Luke 1:47 “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord.  How my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour!
Bible Reading: Luke 1:26-47  
Mary’s faithful reply “Let it be unto me, according to your word,” has long been heralded as the epitome of trusting God.  But it is good to keep in mind that this wasn’t her first response.  Before she was able to find such faith within herself, Mary, like all of us, first had to work through her initial fears.  Mary was not only troubled by what she didn’t understand, but “greatly troubled” as Luke expresses it in verse 29.  Travelling to visit her cousin Elizabeth gave her time to process and accept that she was going to give birth to the Son of God.  Elizabeth welcomes her with joy: “How could this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”  On hearing the question Mary is overtaken with a spirit of praise.  She is now able to respond with joy to her Saviour, God and sings of his mighty works for all humanity.
Four Traditional Hymns
1. IPH 301 – Tell out my soul
2. IPH 302 – The people who in darkness walked
3. IPH 324 – It came upon a midnight clear
4. IPH 333 – See amid the winter snow
One for the Choir:
Joy has dawned upon the earth – Keith & Kristyn Getty – Available on subscription through SongSelect or from Praise Charts https://www.praisecharts.com/songs/details/20295/joy-has-dawned-sheet-music . This could also be “One to Learn”.
Breath of Heaven – Amy Grant - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FWo3qlqyW1c 

Video Praise for Listening and Reflection: 
Do Not Fear by Sovereign Grace - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9q9el1BoWk 
One to Learn:
Christmas Offering – Paul Baloche – this is a reworking of an existing Paul Baloche hymn, with updated words for Christmas
Available on subscription through Song Select or to purchase from Praise Charts Offering



3. Embrace the waiting with peace – Shepherds 
Call to Worship: Luke 2:14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.
Bible Reading: Luke 2:8-21  
As the first visitors and witnesses of Jesus birth, the shepherds were greatly honoured by God. The dark sky was lit up with the glory of God and the wonderful news came that the Saviour of the world was born in Bethlehem. It was the start of a new ‘upside down’ kingdom, where the last would be first, where the weak would be strong, where those people who are normally excluded and shut out by others would be welcomed.  
Jewish people really looked down their noses at shepherds and called them ‘sinners’. The law of the day wasn’t very nice about them either – they weren’t allowed to give evidence in a court of law because they were unreliable and incompetent! Not only that but when Jesus grew up, he said that the shepherds were in the group of people that he had come to save.  Jesus said:  I have not come to call the righteous but the sinners’ and if that wasn’t shocking enough Jesus told everyone that he himself was the ‘good shepherd’.
Jesus, the Prince of Peace had not only been born in Bethlehem, but his birth brought the potential for divine peace in every heart on earth. In Hebrew, the word for “peace” is shalom meaning whole and complete. Becoming people of peace means participating in the life of Jesus who reconciled all things in heaven on earth, restoring peace through his death and resurrection.
Four Traditional Hymns
1. IPH 330 – O Little Town of Bethlehem
2. IPH 340 – While Shepherds Watched
3. IPH 306 – Angel voices, richly blending
4. IPH 324 – It came upon a midnight clear
One for the Choir:
IPH 318 – God rest you merry, gentlemen
A Celtic arrangement is available from the Gettys.
Video Praise for Listening and Reflection: 
Noel by Chris Tomlin, featuring Lauren Daigle - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGg7KdN19rs 
If not used the previous week, Do Not Fear by Sovereign Grace - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9q9el1BoWk 
One to Learn:
Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery – Matt Papa & Matt Boswell
Available on subscription through Song Select or to purchase from Praise Charts Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery


4. Embrace the waiting with worship – Simeon & Anna
Call to Worship: Jeremiah 33:3 Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know. Luke 2:30 For my eyes have seen your salvation.
Bible Reading: Luke 2:22-39  
Simeon and Anna worshipped and waited their whole lives for the promised Messiah. They would be considered elderly by today’s standards, and yet neither one of them thought that being old meant that God was finished with them. Simeon, prompted by the Spirit, came to the Temple. When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus dedication as the Law required, Simeon took him into his arms and spoke prophetic words declaring that his waiting was over – the Messiah had come.  
Anna was a prayer warrior - she fasted and prayed night and day. Just like Simeon, she gave thanks to God for sending the Messiah, and then, not stopping there, she went out and spoke to everybody who was looking for redemption in Jerusalem. She went around telling people that their Saviour, their Redeemer had come.
Simeon and Anna did not wait for Christ on their own. They were members of the worshipping community at the Jerusalem Temple. And the Bible encourages us to keep meeting to worship together and hear God’s Word preached so that our faith and hope will grow. As it says in Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
Four Traditional Hymns
1. Crown him with many crowns (Christmas) – Lyrics below, standard tune (IPH 449)
2. IPH 648 – I cannot tell (to the tune of Londonderry Air)
3. IPH 326 – Love came down at Christmas
4. IPH 316 – Come and sing the Christmas story 
One for the Choir:
What Kind of Greatness – Graham Kendrick. Available on subscription through Song Select or to purchase from Praise Charts What Kind of Greatness. Also The Source number 567. 
Video Praise for Listening and Reflection: 
Is He Worthy? – Andrew Peterson - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P439vP9OS_A (Not a specific Christmas focus)
God is with us – Casting Crowns -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUMfe3jeekE
One to Learn:
In the bleak midwinter / Gloria by Keith & Kristyn Getty. This hymn takes the original words and tune of In The Bleak Midwinter and adds a refrain, based on Simeon’s words from Luke 2. 
Available on subscription through Song Select or to purchase from Praise Charts In the Bleak Midwinter

Crown Him with many crowns
The King who left His throne
Creator of the universe
Born to the world He holds
And with that first drawn breath
The Word has become flesh
Emmanuel has come to us
O crown Him, all the earth
Crowned by the angel choir
They tell His royal birth
Sing glory in the highest height
And peace upon the earth
They break the silent night
Announcing endless worth
The King of grace and love is here
O crown Him all the world
Crowned by their royal gifts
Gold, frankincense and myrrh
Wise men approach this manger throne
With honours from afar
Behold the Son of God
And bow down in this place
The Prince of Peace has come to us
O crown Him with your praise
Crown Him with many crowns
The Lamb upon His throne
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns
All music but its own
Awake, my soul, and sing
God sent His Son for me
Now hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity 
(Chris Tomlin, Daniel Carson, Matt Redman, Colby Taylor, Dk Kim)


5. Embrace the waiting with trust – the boy Jesus at the Temple
Call to Worship: Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
Bible Reading: Luke 2:40-52  
Advent and Christmas are a magical time for children because there are so many special activities happening in school and family life that involve them in celebrating the birth of Jesus.  We know very little about Jesus as a child. But, it was striking that in a first century Roman culture that did not value children the way we do today, Jesus welcomed them and made time for them.
Joseph and Mary marvelled at what Simeon prophesied about their son but it can’t have been easy to be the parents of a perfect child: “And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.” Luke 2:40 is the only information we have about Jesus from the time he was a baby up until the age of twelve. Jesus grew in wisdom and this deepened further into adulthood (v52). 
Joseph and Mary modelled their trust in God for Jesus through their faithfulness and obedience to the Law of Moses.  In dedicating Jesus, they observed the purification laws and it was their custom to celebrate the Feast of the Passover each year (v39, 41). After the panic of not being able to find Jesus on the way home, discovering him back at the Temple posing articulate questions, revealed his coming of age. Mary had just mentioned how she and Jesus’ father were anxiously looking for Him. In response, Jesus draws a gentle, but distinct, line between Joseph as His earthly father and God as His true Father. 
Jesus’ words confirm what the angel had told Mary, as recorded by Luke in 1:32, 35, that her child would be called “Son of the Most High,” and that “the holy one to be born shall be called the Son of God.” Twice Luke tells us that Mary treasured all these things in her heart (2:19, 51). She must have often wondered, “Who is this unique Son of mine?” For Joseph and Mary, as for us, trusting God is a lifelong process and they did not have the benefit of being able to read Luke’s gospel. 
Four Traditional Hymns
1. IPH 361 – Who is He, in yonder stall
2. IPH 354 – O sing a song of Bethlehem (to the tune of I heard the Voice of Jesus Say)
3. IPH 501 – I am trusting you, Lord Jesus
4. IPH 328 – O come, all you faithful 
One for the Choir:
Sing we the song of Emmanual – Matt Papa, Aaron Keyes et al. Available from Song Select on subscription or from Praise Charts Sing we the song of Emmanuel 
Video Praise for Listening and Reflection: 
Who would have dreamed – Sovereign Grace - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LbzC0pii-s 

One to Learn:
I Will Trust My Saviour Jesus – CityAlight.
Resources freely available from CityAlight’s website - https://cityalight.com/song/i-will-trust-my-saviour-jesus/ 

6. Embrace the waiting with assurance – one day we will meet Jesus
Call to Worship: Luke 21:36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.
Bible Reading: Luke 21: 25-36  
The New Testament tells us over and over that we should eagerly wait and anxiously look for the blessed appearing of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ (Rom 8:23-25; 1 Cor 1:7; 4:5; 1 Thess 1:10; Titus 2:13). Living with this in mind, knowing that Jesus could come today, or tomorrow, causes us to live with the right priorities. It causes us to live with eternity in focus. 
The second coming of Jesus Christ in a cloud with power and great glory is in stark contrast with His first coming. True, there were manifestations of power and glory in that first coming: the angel announced the miraculous conception to Mary. The heavenly chorus sang and announced His birth to the shepherds. The miraculous star guided the wise men to where He was. Anna and Simeon gave prophecies about the future of this child. But there were also many commonplace events that masked His divine glory. He was born to an ordinary, working class couple, not to royalty. Mary had to give birth in a stable. Common shepherds, not scribes, scholars, or kings, witnessed His birthplace. Jesus grew up in relative obscurity, working as a carpenter. There wasn’t much divine power and glory manifested in His first coming.
There can be a lot of drunkenness around Christmas and New Year! Luke warns us about the dangers of temptation or allowing ourselves to be weighed down by the worries of the world.  Instead, he encourages us to ‘watch and pray’ – living in daily dependence on Jesus and being ready for whatever lies ahead. It’s a time for us to be awake and alert so we will not miss the light that dawns in the dark places of our own lives that at times feel desolate, confusing and beyond hope.  The New Year has come with the potential for new life, new opportunities and new growth in Christ.
Four Traditional Hymns
1. IPH 17 – All Creatures of our God and King
2. IPH 668 – Salvation Belongs to our God
3. IPH 325 – Joy to the world
4. IPH 408 – In Christ Alone
One for the Choir:
Christus Victor – Matt Bowsell, Matt Papa et al. Available from Getty Music https://gettymusic.store/products/christus-victor-amen 
Video Praise for Listening and Reflection: 
Matt Redman – One Day (When we all get to heaven) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgDjtpWV4Ro or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fu2UY88yHNc for lyrics
One to Learn:
All Glory be to Christ – Sovereign Grace (tune of Auld Lang Syne)
Available from Song Select or Praise Charts. However, music for the tune is freely available online, and words are copied below. Video can be found - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zS1Peh17I4 
V1. Should nothing of our efforts stand
No legacy survive
Unless the Lord does raise this house
In vain its builders strive
V2. To you who boast tomorrow's gain
Tell me, what is your life
A mist that vanishes at dawn
All glory be to Christ
Ch. All glory be to Christ our King
All glory be to Christ
His rule and reign will ever sing
All glory be to Christ
V3. His will be done
His kingdom come
On earth as is above
Who is Himself our daily bread
Praise Him the Lord of love
V4. Let living water satisfy
The thirsty without price
We'll take a cup of kindness yet
All glory be to Christ
Ch. All glory be to Christ our King
All glory be to Christ
His rule and reign will ever sing
All glory be to Christ
V5. When on the day the great I Am
The faithful and the true
The Lamb who was for sinners slain
Is making all things new
V6. Behold our God shall live with us
And be our steadfast light
And we shall ere his people be
All glory be to Christ
Ch. All glory be to Christ our King
All glory be to Christ
His rule and reign will ever sing
All glory be to Christ
