52 A Selection of Irish Traditional Step Dances

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY (6/8 Time)

This is a Set Dance in hornpipe time with an 8 bar first part and 14 bar second part. This dance
was passed on by Charlie Keane, to Dan and James. It is one of our most popular set dances, and
both the dance and music have the same name. Normally they would dance a step, a set and a
finishing step, but on occasion they would dance a second set, and step. The second set is a
combination of the first six bars of the first set, followed by the eight bars of the first step. The
finishing step written down here is only danced on the right foot, but there are other finishing
steps which are repeated on the left.

A comfortable dancing tempo would be in the region of 47 bars per minute.
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SAINT PATRICK’S DAY (6/8 Time)

Step - Right Foot

T — — i —. ———
0 ¥ 4] §
Shuffle d(lvn shuffle d(ﬁvn shuffle d(ﬂn shuffle d(lﬁvn
2
SN A A
' e - s | = 0
0 0 g 5 0
shuffle hop treble hop back hop out hop out
Swivel the foot
yAi
- | — ———  —— g
U 6] o] 9] J§)
hop dﬂvn kick hop dﬂvn shuffle dﬂvn tip  heel dﬂvn
2
/'—\ w
'+ ! IR | - ' b
5 0 g g % 5 % 5
shuffle hop treble hop back hop back 2 3 4
Step - Left Foot
¢ ¢ e 2N a0t 0 N . S
0 4] 0 4]
Shuffle down shuffle down shuffle down shuffle down
2
¢ ¢ T - ¢ R S
0 0 g U 0
shuffle hop treble hop  back hop out hop out
Swivel the foot
Q
- ¢ LIRS S S S, S v 7
§) 0 ] 9]
hop down kick hop down shuffle down tip heel down
2
¢ ¢ vt ? = e
5 5 ¢ <)
shuffle hop treble hop  back hop back 2 3 -+




54 A Selection of Irish Traditional Step Dances

Set - Right Foot SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
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Set - Left Foot

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
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Step - Right Foot

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
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Second Set - Right Foot BAINT TATRICICS DA
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Second Set - Left Foot SAINT FASRICE'S DAK
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Finishing Step - Right Foot (not repeated on the Left) SAINE FATRICK 'S Day
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Dan Furey dancing to the music of Michael Tubridy, Kilkee, September 1992
(Photograph: Caitriona Tubridy)
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< SAINT PATRICK’S DAY (Music and Rhyme)
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Step
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Dan Furey teaching his class in Labasheeda
(Photograph: Kevin McMahon)



