
We have quoted a lot of different research in episode one of

Which? Investigates, so if you want to do any more reading here are
the links to all the articles we came across while doing our investigation.

We humans started exploring Mars twenty or so years ago, electric car batteries can charge in just
ten minutes, and our smartwatches are now powered... by sweat!

https://www.sciencefocus.com/future-technology/future-technology-22-ideas-about-to-change-our-world/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/adma.201907254

In 2050 the world’s population is teetering around 10 billion people - an extra person for every 4 on
the planet back in 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20200322-five-superpowers-ruling-the-world-in-2050

China is the world’s largest economy, followed by India, the USA and then Indonesia, and we’re
either just about avoiding a climate emergency or we’re firmly in the middle of one!
https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/research-insights/economy/the-world-in-2050.html

The roads are less congested because we’ve turned to drones & flying taxis... in fact no-one really
owns a car anymore.. Or a smartphone for that matter… not after the big digital detox of 2047...
https://www.sciencefocus.com/future-technology/worlds-first-urban-airport-drones-and-flying-taxis-in-coventr
y/

In 1964, the RAND Corporation presented a long-term forecasting report. They put questions to 82
experts across various fields, asking them to make a number of predictions for the future.
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/papers/2005/P2982.pdf

But yes, as Neil Bohr once said… or it was possibly Mark Twain… or could have
been Nostradamus... “Prediction is difficult, especially about the future.”
https://www.economist.com/letters-to-the-editor-the-inbox/2007/07/15/the-perils-of-predictio
n-june-2nd
https://quoteinvestigator.com/2013/10/20/no-predict/

How about with a quote from Jeremy Fleming, the chief of GCHQ - the UK’s main
security and intelligence service. Earlier this year Jeremy said that technology &
security face a 'moment of reckoning'.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-56851558

Back in 2018 analyst firm Garter released a report which said by 2021, 10% of people who use
wearable technology will have changed their lifestyle to some extent, in turn lengthening their
lifespan by an average of six months.
https://www.gartner.com/en/documents/3834663

In fact, one study even found that changes can be so substantial that technology addiction can be
just as harmful as substance abuse.
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0107306

In August, researchers at Cambridge University published a paper titled ‘Impact of video
conferencing applications on mental health’. They estimated that by the end of 2019 an impressive
10 MILLION people a month were attending a Zoom meeting. 4 months later, By the end of April
2020, that number had jumped to 300 million!
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/bjpsych-international/article/impact-of-videoconferencing-applications
-on-mental-health/4B9828ED413AD07B93043BD39109ABD8
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We choose whether to bring those devices into our home though. And more and more of us are
doing so - in fact this year a Business Research Company report predicted the smart home market
is expected to double by 2025 and be worth a whopping 120 billion dollars!
https://www.reportlinker.com/p06151602/Smart-Home-Devices-Global-Market-Report-COVID-19-Growth-And-Cha
nge-To.html?utm_source=GNW

In their paper - ‘The Internet of Things Connectivity Binge’ - they conclude that QUOTE “resistance is
futile: businesses will penalise those who disconnect; social processes reward those who connect.
Fully withdrawing is extremely difficult, maybe impossible.”
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2017/06/06/theme-2-unplugging-isnt-easy-now-and-by-2026-it-will-be-eve
n-tougher/

One topic I explored was mobile phone obsolescence - the suggestion that some phones are
designed to fail, or, as I discovered, it’s more about the fact that they stop getting software updates
after a few years, and are essentially designed so you can’t easily repair them yourself - although
Apple has recently announced that they’re going to be providing parts, tools and manuals.
https://www.apple.com/uk/newsroom/2021/11/apple-announces-self-service-repair/

A few years back Swedish researcher Anders Andrae caused shock among the tech community
when he estimated that, by 2025, information and communication technology could account for
more than 20% of global energy use!
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320225452_Total_Consumer_Power_Consumption_Forecast

That’s not to say it couldn’t be renewably powered - The largest data center in the U.S. is, now
claiming to be a zero-emission facility.
https://www.governing.com/next/the-battle-over-technology-and-energy-consumption.html

Just a couple of weeks ago the ‘Product Security and Telecommunications Infrastructure Bill’ was
presented to parliament.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-product-security-and-telecommunications-infrastructure-psti-bill-
factsheets

It prevents the sale of internet-connected devices that do not meet baseline security requirements,
including making sure devices keep receiving security updates and that can help keep them in use
for longer, without putting our safety at risk.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-cyber-laws-to-protect-peoples-personal-tech-from-hackers

Worth mentioning too perhaps that we’ve got a simple security update checker on our website. You
just select your handset and it tells you how long your device is going to have security updates
supported for. As always, there’s a link in the show notes.
https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/mobile-phones/article/mobile-phone-security-is-it-safe-to-use-an-old-phone-a6u
Xf1w6PvEN
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