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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

29 July 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
Liberian President Nullifies Tax Waiver Agreement with Major Company 
(The Parrot, Heritage, New Democrat, National Chronicle, The Analyst, The Informer, Daily Observer, The News) 

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf on Monday declared null and void a recent agreement signed 
by the National Investment Commission (NIC) granting 100 percent tax waiver to the 
Buchanan Renewable Energy (BRE). 

• President Sirleaf was extensively quoted in the local press as saying the US$150 million 
agreement with a 100 percent tax waiver is not enforceable. The President’s statement 
followed a declaration of a “Vote of no Confidence” in the Chairman of the National 
Investment Commission, Dr. Richard Tolbert by the House of Representatives.  

• Most dailies said besides Tolbert, two deputy ministers - Tarnu Mawolo and Cianneh Johnson 
– linked to the granting of a 150-million US dollars contract to the Buchanan Renewable 
Energies are to appear before the House Tuesday. The officials are expected to justify why 
trust should continue to be reposed in them by the House for allegedly violating the 
Investment Incentive Law.  

• According to reports, Tolbert, like Mawolo and Cllr. Johnson, also affixed their signatures to 
the 150-million US dollars contract. The ministers signed the contract with BRE as proxies of 
their respective principal Ministers.  

• According to two publications – The News and Daily Observer  - Tolbert said while he has 
been advised to await the rehearing of the motion on Tuesday before making any extensive 
press comment, his record at the NIC speaks for itself. 

Former US President Bill Clinton Visits Liberia Saturday 
(The News, Daily Observer) 

• Former United States President, Bill Clinton, is expected in the country Saturday for one day 
visit. This marks his second visit to the country since the sitting of the Ellen-led 
administration.  

• Presidential Press Secretary, Cyrus Badio told reporters yesterday that the former President 
will hold discussions with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as well as other stakeholders in the 
country.  

• Besides, he will hold a press conference before departing during his visit to Liberia. 
• He is coming to enforce his initiative against the deadly disease AIDS, which he began since 

leaving office about seven years ago.  
• Clinton, who is regarded as the most revered president of the US in the 21st Century, will use 

his trip to appeal against the high price for drugs. He has been campaigning across Africa, 
Europe, Asia and other places for international attention for AIDS victims. 

Liberian Senators Split over ‘Plot’ to Remove Nyenabo 
(The Analyst, The Parrot, Daily Observer) 
 

• Reports speak of split in the Liberian Senate over the reported plan to dethrone the President 
Pro Tempore, Isaac Nyenabo. It is gathered that the Senate is split into two opposing blocs, 
South Eastern and North-South Eastern. 
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• The South-Eastern bloc, which comprises 10 members, is made of senators from the South-
Eastern region - Sinoe, Maryland, Grand Kru, River Gee, River Cess and Grand Bassa 
Counties while the North-South Eastern bloc which also comprises of about 20 members is 
made up of the rest of the other counties. 

• Per the demarcation, it is safe to say that the embattled President Pro Tempore, who is 
representing Grand Gedeh County as Senior Senator belongs to the South-Eastern bloc. 

• Several lawmakers who are behind the scheme to remove him claimed he is a bedfellow of 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, meaning that he is sympathetic of her actions. 
 

UN Envoy Tours Mercy Ship 
(The Informer, The News) 
 

•   The Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General (SRSG) to Liberia, Ms. Ellen 
Margrethe Løj on Wednesday had a pleasant coincidence when she visited M/V Africa Mercy in 
Monrovia. A release said Løj’s visit was sparked when she heard that the M/V Africa Mercy 
was formerly the Dronning Ingrid, a Danish Rail Ferry owned by Scand lines A/S. The SRSG 
worked with the rail ferry line, Scand lines AG and Scand lines A/S from 1998 to 2001 as a 
board member, during which time Mercy Ships acquired the Dronning Ingrid from the Rail 
Ferry Company. 

 
Shooting on Johnson Street - Armed Robbers Victimized Two Persons  
(The Analyst, Daily Observer, The Informer) 
 

• Two men believed to be armed robbers Sunday attacked some residents of Johnson Street 
and in the process wounded two persons, Chernor Jalloh, a Fulani businessman and Momoh 
V. Kamara, a Liberian who operates a pharmacy in the area. The Daily Observer reports that 
the victims of the robbery attacks said the armed bandits carried machetes and guns and 
rampaged several homes in the area. 

 
Radio Summary 
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:00 am) 
 
President Sirleaf Nullifies BRE Agreement – Two Deputy Ministers Linked 
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
President Sirleaf Promises Consultations on Orator's Proposals       

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf says she would hold consultations on the proposals by this 
year’s National Independence Day Orator, Dr. Sakui Malakpa. 

• Dr. Malakpa proposed the change of name of the capital, Monrovia and other streets as well 
as a critical look at the national symbols.  

• President Sirleaf assured that she would take the proposals to the cabinet and town-hall 
meetings across the country and hopes the Legislature will begin a debate and dialogue on 
the proposals.   

(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)   
 
Media Regulatory Body under Public debate       

• The first public hearing on the draft media law reform has received backing for the passage of 
the independent broadcast regulatory Act.  

• Panellists at the discussion stressed it was important to have the independent media 
regulator in place void of government’s interference.  

• The head of the Mass Communication Department at the state-owned University of Liberia, 
Associate Professor Joe Mulbah said the media watchdog would facilitate strict adherence to 
professionalism.  

• Journalist Aaron Kollie said if set-up, the body would not undermine the work of the Liberia 
Telecommunications Authority, which he said is a mere tax collection agency.  

• However, LTA Commissioner Lamini Waritay said the subject of the regulator issuing 
broadcasting frequency bands is in conflict with the LTA Act.    
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Crisis Deepens In Local Lutheran Church 

• A group of Pastors and Laymen in the Lutheran Church has called for the immediate 
resignation of the Bishop, Sumowood Harris.  

• The group known as the “Lutheran Reformers” accused Bishop Harris of hijacking power and 
intimidating Pastors who oppose his leadership.  

• They claimed the Bishop has outlived the 25 year retirement period ascribed in the church’s 
constitution and alleged that he has lost the confidence of the local congregation.  

• According to the Chairman of the Reformers, Momo Kamara there was a split in the church 
and that they have secured a large following.  

• The Office of the Bishop has however denied a split in the church but admits that some
Pastors of the church were aggrieved. 
                                                       **** 
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Agence France-Presse 
Tuesday, 29 July 2008 
 
Ex-rebel to appear before TRC 
 
Monrovia - Former Liberian rebel leader Sekou Damateh Conneh said on Monday that he would return to 
the West African country to appear before its Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).  
 
"I have received an invitation from the TRC in Monrovia to appear before August 28, and I can assure the 
Liberian people that I will soon be coming," Conneh said.  
 
The former leader of the disbanded Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) had not 
set foot in Liberia for more than two years.  
 
It would mark the first time a warlord testifies before the commission, which started hearing witnesses of 
the brutal 14-year conflict more than a year ago.  
 
The commission, modelled on South Africa's truth and reconciliation commission, which catalogued 
crimes committed during the apartheid era, could not force anyone to take the stand.  
 
'No one should be exonerated'  
 
Conneh said: "I have warned the TRC to be careful with partiality by making sure that all those who took 
active part in the war are invited. No one should be exonerated because of their position.  
 
"I insist that all former warlords be invited. We need to explain to the Liberian people what we did."  
 
Until now the TRC had been unable to get former warlords to testify. The former rebel leader did not give 
an exact date for his planned appearance before the commission.  
 
Conneh became the leader of LURD, which began a fight to oust former Liberian president Charles 
Taylor in 1999.  
 
"I will explain to the Liberian people what made me take arms and how I formed LURD. It is through the 
efforts of LURD that we have democracy in Liberia today," Conneh said.  
 
Under the terms of its remit, the Liberian TRC would submit a detailed report to the government, which 
would then decide whether to pursue any official charges.  
 
The commission was created after the peace accord of 2003 to compile an account of all human rights 
abuses during the successive civil wars, which plagued the English-speaking West African country 
between 1989 and 2003.  
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The Guardian 
Wednesday, 30 July 2008 

Karadzic extradited to The Hague for 
genocide trial 

• Ian Traynor, Europe editor  

 

Armed police board a helicopter believed to be carrying Radovan Karadzic in Rotterdam as he is 
transferred to UN custody in The Hague. Photograph: John Thys/AFP/Getty Images 

Radovan Karadzic, the Bosnian Serb genocide suspect, went into a jail cell in the Netherlands 
this morning awaiting trial on 11 charges of war crimes, after being whisked from Belgrade to 
The Hague in the middle of the night. 

Several thousand hardline nationalists had a few hours earlier rallied in the Serbian capital to 
protest at the arrest and try to block Karadzic's transfer to the international war crimes tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia. But around 4am the former Bosnian Serb leader was put in a convoy 
of darkened jeeps, taken to Belgrade's district court and then to the airport for the flight to 
Rotterdam, from where he was transferred to a cell at the tribunal's remand centre in 
Scheveningen on the North Sea – the whole process taking about four hours. 

Karadzic was arrested on a Belgrade bus last week after 12 years as a fugitive. 

The Hague tribunal has effectively closed down for the summer holiday, but a duty judge will be 
available for the obligatory plea hearing, which must take place within 30 days. The chief 
prosecutor, Serge Brammertz of Belgium, is to hold a press conference later today. 

The new pro-western government of Boris Tadic, the Serbian president, waited until last night's 
protests in Belgrade had subsided before transferring Karadzic, the political leader of the 
Bosnian Serbs during the 1992-95 war. He faces 11 counts of genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity, specifically for the 42-month siege of Sarajevo in which 10,000 people were 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/iantraynor
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killed, and for the massacre of almost 8,000 Muslim males at Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia in 
July 1995. 

Karadzic was arrested on a city bus in his heavily disguised new persona as a new-age guru of 
alternative medicine. He and his lawyers tried to delay extradition to The Hague by prolonging 
or confounding appeal procedures. It was not clear whether he had actually lodged an appeal, 
but the deadline had expired. 

Last night's pro-Karadzic rally in Belgrade failed to live up to its billing, suggesting that the 
hardline nationalism that has predominated in Serbia for the past 20 years is a fading force, and 
that the pro-western democrats of the Tadic government have the upper hand. 

While up to 100,000 people had been predicted to take over the streets of central Belgrade, the 
organisers could muster less than 15,000, a handful of whom scuffled with riot police. Protesters 
held portraits of Karadzic and banners demanding "freedom for Serbia". 

The lukewarm response to the calls for protest from the main opposition Radical party of 
extreme nationalists, whose leader, Vojislav Seselj, is also on trial at the Hague for war crimes, 
will encourage Tadic in his pro-western policy shift. A Radical leader, Aleksandar Vucic, had 
called on the protesters to demonstrate against Tadic's "treason and dictatorship". 

Tadic said the protesters, being bussed into Belgrade from all over Serbia and neighbouring 
Bosnia, had a right to demonstrate peacefully. But he added: "There's no patriotism in 
hooliganism." 

Rasim Ljajic, a Muslim official in the Serbian government responsible for cooperating with The 
Hague tribunal and a hate figure for nationalists, said his phones had not stopped ringing with 
threats for three days. "It is clear that it is all organised," he told a Sarajevo newspaper. 

Tadic has been receiving death threats, according to the Belgrade media. European diplomats 
say that before last week's arrest, the boldest move by a Serbian government in years, Tadic had 
made it clear he feared for his own safety if he broke with nationalist coalition partners and 
pursued pro-western policies. 

Despite last week's breakthrough and quick moves to put allies in key posts in the country's 
powerful security services, Tadic's grip is fragile in a country with a penchant for political 
violence. But the pro-western democrats now running Serbia may take comfort from the 
lacklustre opposition demonstrations last night. 

Tadic's pro-western predecessor, Zoran Djindjic, was assassinated in 2003 after he arrested and 
extradited the former president Slobodan Milosevic and sought to join the European 
mainstream. Radical party leaders have been openly declaring that Tadic could face the same 
fate as Djindjic. 

"We warn Tadic that treason has never gone unpunished in Serbia. This is not a threat, but a 
warning of the fate that followed traitors throughout Serbian history," said Vjerica Radeka, a 
Radical party MP. 

Ljajic described the mood in Belgrade as the most menacing since 2003. "The worst thing is a 
very bad political climate is being created, the worst since the Djindjic murder. There is a 
dramatic rise in political tension." 
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The Karadzic arrest is proof of Tadic's determination to end years of isolation and put Serbia on 
a fast track to European integration. But while EU leaders were exultant at the arrest, they 
remain split over how quickly to reward the Serbs. A final meeting of EU member states before 
the summer break yesterday failed to agree on whether and when to award Serbia trade benefits. 
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CNN 
Wednesday, 30 July 2008 
 
Karadzic in tribunal's custody 
 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (CNN) -- Former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic arrived Wednesday 
morning in The Netherlands to answer to war crimes charges at The Hague. 
 
The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia at The Hague said in a statement that it 
took custody of Karadzic after his extradition from Serbia. Karadzic has been admitted to a UN detention 
center at The Hague, the statement said. 
 
Karadzic faces 11 charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the law of war. The 
charges stem from the 1992-95 war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, when Karadzic was president of a breakaway 
Serb republic. 
 
The war-crimes tribunal accuses Karadzic of leading a campaign that killed thousands of men, women and 
children -- mainly Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats who were killed by Serbs as part of a violent 
effort to rid the region of non-Serbs. 
 
Forces under Karadzic's command rounded up tens of thousands of non-Serbs and held them in camps 
where, an indictment says, the Serbian forces "tortured, mistreated, sexually assaulted and killed non-
Serbs," the tribunal said Wednesday. Watch what awaits Karadzic » 
 
"The indictment also charges Karadzic with responsibility for a protracted campaign of shelling and 
sniping of civilian areas of Sarajevo, killing and wounding thousands of civilians, including children and 
the elderly," a tribunal statement said. 
 
Serbian authorities arrested Karadzic July 21 in Belgrade, Serbia, ending his more than 13 years as one of 
Europe's most wanted men -- a time during which he disguised himself by growing a long white beard and 
mustache and re-invented himself as a practitioner of alternative medicine. 
 
The authorities in Serbia took the first steps to extradite him around 3:30 a.m. Wednesday (9:30 p.m. 
Tuesday ET), when black Range Rovers driven by masked men pulled into a detention center where the 
former leader was being held. 
 
In the next day or two, the former leader is likely to face a judge to hear the formal charges against him. 
Karadzic will have the chance at that hearing to enter a plea -- or defer entering a plea for 30 days. 
 
A trial probably is several months away. 
 
The transfer from Serbia began in the pre-dawn darkness, several hours after thousands of Karadzic's 
supporters waved flags and chanted nationalist slogans in a rally in Belgrade. 
 
The onetime psychiatrist and aspiring poet was arrested July 21 after more than a decade as a fugitive. 
 
During the rally on Tuesday night, Karadzic supporters decried the prospect of his transfer to an 
international war-crimes tribunal. 
 



 17

"I'm here to support the movement of the people, to defend Karadzic from those cannibals in The Hague -- 
so-called judges," one man told CNN. "That is not judgment. That is inquisition." 
 
A few dozen demonstrators clashed with police about a block from the square as the rally broke up, some 
setting fire to garbage cans. Police used tear gas to disperse them, and no injuries were reported. 
 
Ultranationalist Serb parties organized the rally in central Belgrade, but Serbian President Boris Tadic 
reaffirmed his support for Karadzic's extradition, saying his government is "obeying our own laws." 
 
"Those who are organizing and supporting this protest had the opportunity to change the law while they 
had a majority in parliament," said Tadic, whose government wants closer ties with the West. "They did 
not change this law because they did not want to or because they did not have enough political courage to 
change it." 
 
The Bosnian war was Europe's bloodiest conflict since World War II and the longest of the wars spawned 
by the breakup of Yugoslavia in the early 1990s. Backed by the government of then-Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic, Bosnian Serb forces seized control of more than half the country and launched a 
campaign against the Muslim and Croat populations that introduced the term "ethnic cleansing" to the 
world. 
 
Karadzic was removed from power in 1995, when the Dayton Accords that ended the Bosnian war barred 
anyone accused of war crimes from holding office. Though he portrayed Serbs as victims, Karadzic is 
accused of responsibility for the massacre at Srebrenica, a U.N. "safe area" Serb troops overran in July 
1995. 
 
Nearly 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were killed at Srebrenica, the worst European massacre since 
World War II. 
 
Milosevic died in 2006 while on trial at The Hague. The highest-ranking figure to remain at large is Gen. 
Ratko Mladic, the Bosnian Serb military commander during the Bosnian war. 
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New York Times 
Wednesday, 30 July 2008 
 
Karadzic Arrives in Hague for Trial Despite Violent Protest by Loyalists  
 
By MARLISE SIMONS and DAN BILEFSKY 
THE HAGUE — Long one of the most-wanted fugitives in the world, Radovan Karadzic, the Bosnian 
Serb leader blamed for inciting his followers to join him in a brutal ethnic war, was delivered Wednesday 
to a prison cell in The Hague for eventual trial by a United Nations war crimes tribunal. 
 
Mr. Karadzic, who was arrested in Serbia last week, was taken from the Belgrade war crimes court at 
roughly 3:45 a.m., escorted by masked Serbian security officers, according to the Serbian war crimes 
prosecutor, Vladimir Vukcevic. Mr. Karadzic’s plane landed in Rotterdam, not far from The Hague, about 
two hours later. He was then transferred by helicopter to the Scheveningen penitentiary in The Hague, 
where the United Nations has its own modern cellblock.  
 
He is the highest-level politician to be transferred to the court dealing with war crimes committed in the 
former Yugoslavia since Slobodan Milosevic, the former Serbian president, who was arrested in 2001 and 
died in his cell there in 2006 while awaiting a verdict.  
 
The indictment of Mr. Karadzic charges that as president of the Bosnian Serb republic in the early 1990s, 
he helped orchestrate a 43-month siege of the city of Sarajevo, devised a systematic campaign to kill or 
drive out tens of thousands of non-Serbs from Serbian towns and villages, set up concentration camps and 
was an engineer of the massacre of nearly 8,000 unarmed men and boys captured at the United Nations-
protected enclave of Srebrenica, in Europe’s worst mass execution since World War II. 
 
To avoid too much commotion at the prison, Mr. Karadzic may be kept separate from the other inmates 
for a few days, a court official said. Ahead of his arrival, the cellblock had held 37 men, among them 
former foes, allies and even subordinates of the former Bosnian warlord.  
 
Before his transfer to The Hague, about 15,000 of his supporters, some bused in from across Serbia and 
Bosnia by the far-right Radical Party, gathered in Belgrade on Tuesday to protest the new government that 
arrested him on July 21. 
 
Loyalists wearing T-shirts emblazoned with Mr. Karadzic’s image waved Serbian flags and chanted 
“Long Live Radovan!” and “Uprising! Uprising!” About 100 ultranationalists wearing masks, who had 
separated from the group, burned flares, attacked traffic lights with clubs and hurled stones at storefront 
windows. The police responded with tear gas, and the Serbian news media said more than 45 people 
suffered minor injuries.  
 
“Karadzic is a hero because he defended Serb lives during the terrible wars of the 1990s,” said Elena 
Pavovski, 24, a supporter of the Radical Party, whose members sang patriotic songs next to a banner on 
Republic Square that threatened Serbia’s pro-Western president, Boris Tadic. “Everyone knows that the 
war crimes tribunal in The Hague was designed to try Serbs while the war criminals who killed Serbs are 
set free.” 
 
The rally was seen as a test of the new government, which is made up of Mr. Tadic’s Democrats and the 
Socialist Party of the former Serbian strongman, Mr. Milosevic, which controls the Interior Ministry and 
the police. 
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Before the rally began, Mr. Tadic implored the protesters to remain peaceful. He was determined to avoid 
a repeat of demonstrations in February, when thousands of radicals rampaged through Belgrade to protest 
Kosovo’s declaration of independence, looting shops and setting part of the United States Embassy on 
fire. 
 
The embassy warned Americans to stay away from central Belgrade on Tuesday night, while the embassy 
itself was guarded by troops with machine guns. 
 
Mr. Karadzic, a former psychiatrist, evaded arrest for more than a decade, living openly in Belgrade for at 
least part of that time as an ascetic New Age guru with an assumed name, a bushy beard, a mistress and a 
fake family in the United States. 
 
Belgrade had made clear it was determined to send Mr. Karadzic to The Hague as swiftly as possible to 
prevent an escalation in tensions and to satisfy the European Union, which considers handing over war 
crimes suspects a prerequisite for Serbia to join the union. Diplomats for the European Union said 
Brussels postponed a trade deal with Serbia on Tuesday to wait for Mr. Karadzic’s transfer to take place.  
 
Serbian analysts said the emotional and violent outpouring of support for Mr. Karadzic showed that Serbia 
had yet to reckon with its role in Srebrenica, 13 years after the massacre. 
 
“Our elites refuse to confront openly what Serbia did, for fear of being branded as traitors,” Brankica 
Stankovic, one of the country’s leading television journalists, said Tuesday.  
 
The demonstration coincided with an announcement by Bosnia’s war crimes court that it had sentenced 
seven Bosnian Serbs to prison terms ranging from 38 to 42 years for taking part in the mass killing of 
Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica.  
 
Ms. Pavovski, the Radical Party supporter, said she was unmoved by what had happened at Srebrenica.  
 
“Nobody has proved that a massacre took place,” she said. “Srebrenica is the product of a media war 
against Serbia and the Serbian people. Karadzic was fighting to defend Serbia.”  
 
An opinion poll published three years ago by Strategic Marketing Research in Belgrade found that more 
than half of 1,200 respondents either did not know about war crimes in Bosnia, or did not believe they had 
taken place..  
 
The failure to grapple with the past, analysts said, has been exacerbated by the belief of some Serbs that 
the United Nations tribunal in The Hague is an unjust entity meant to prosecute Serbs. 
 
According to legal experts, as of early this year, 45 Serbs, 12 Croats and 4 Muslims were convicted of war 
crimes in connection with the Balkan wars of the 1990s. More Croats than Muslims have been indicted on 
war crime charges, but several were acquitted because of insufficient evidence, the experts said.  
 
Mr. Karadzic’s supporters said they were incensed by the recent release of high-profile suspects accused 
of war crimes against Serbs, including Naser Oric, a Bosnian Muslim, and Ramush Haradinaj, an ethnic-
Albanian former commander of the Kosovo Liberation Army.  
 
Western diplomats said public perceptions of war crimes in Serbia would be critical to the country’s drive 
to rejoin the Western fold by demonstrating a willingness to cooperate with the court.  
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Natasa Kandic, director of the Humanitarian Law Center in Belgrade, said the Serbian public had been 
graphically confronted with the facts of Srebrenica for the first time in June 2005, when Serbian television 
broadcast a video of the killing of six Muslim men by members of a Serbian paramilitary unit.  
 
But while the video showed irrefutable proof that Serbia’s police had taken part in the massacre, she said 
there remained public amnesia about the killings.  
 
“Srebrenica is not taught in our history books in schools, it is not widely shown in popular culture,” Ms. 
Kandic said. “This country needs to have a historical reckoning about the past.”  
 
Dan Bilefsky reported from Belgrade, Serbia. 
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Time 
Tuesday, 29 July 2008 
 
Why Karadzic Wants No Lawyer  
 
By Kristina Dell 
 
It should have come as no surprise that accused war criminal Radovan Karadzic had no use for a lawyer 
once he was apprehended for trial in the Hague. Choosing to represent themselves is a time-honored tactic 
in trials where the accused reject the authority of the court and the legitimacy of the proceedings, seeing 
the trial instead as a platform for political protest. Gandhi did it; Fidel Castro did it; Nelson Mandela did 
it; and, more recently, so did former Yugoslavian President Slobodan Milosevic and accused 9/11 
mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed. 
 
About 15,000 Serbian nationalists took to the streets Tuesday in Belgrade to show support for the former 
Bosnian Serb leader they consider a hero. Karadzic, awaiting extradition to the Hague, is facing a life 
sentence for genocide and crimes against humanity at the International Criminal Tribunal for Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY). He is unlikely to fancy his chances of acquittal on some fine point of law that a better 
litigator than himself might be able to argue: "He has nothing to lose and wants to enter into history," says 
Mirjan Damaska, professor at Yale Law School, who is from Croatia and has practiced with the ICTY. 
"Frankly, if I was in [Karadzic's] situation, I would also defend myself."  
 
In fact, choosing to conduct their own defense is a mechanism by which the accused can signal their 
rejection of the trial itself: "They don't recognize the authority of the court so they don't want to submit to 
its procedures in any way," says Alex Whiting, Harvard law professor who was a senior trial attorney at 
the ICTY and who worked on Milosevic's case. "And these are capable, strong people who are used to 
being in charge. They think they can do a better job of telling their story than anyone else."  
 
"Pro se" defense, as it's called in the legal profession, offers the accused more than simply the opportunity 
to play the hero to their supporters back home and go down swinging — it can be a very effective means 
of delaying and disrupting proceedings, as the Milosevic trial amply demonstrated. Another pro se 
defendant, former Liberian strongman Charles Taylor, became so disruptive that the Special Court for 
Sierra Leone eventually forced him to use a lawyer. Similarly belligerent, Serbian nationalist Vojislav 
Seselj, also currently on trial in the Hague, had counsel imposed on him — but the appeals court 
overturned that ruling, allowing him to resume a pro se defense after he staged a four-week hunger strike 
that nearly killed him. "The court's greatest challenge right now is how to prevent Karadzic's trial from 
turning into a circus," says Cristian DeFrancia, a lawyer in the Hague. 
 
Pro se defendants in highly politicized trials often succeed in slowing down the trial and skirting legal 
procedures because their very lack of expertise usually prompts judges to grant them more leeway than 
would be allowed a trained lawyer. "The defendants think — rightly — that because they are not lawyers 
they can say and do things that lawyers would not be permitted to say or do," says Yale Law School 
professor Steven Duke. "They can get information in that would otherwise not be there." While cross-
examining a witness, for example, a pro se defendant can immediately rebut the testimony of a witness in 
a way that a lawyer simply cannot. The defendant might also hope that his antics provoke an error by the 
court or tribunal that ultimately requires a reversal — as has occurred in the Seselj trial — thus further 
postponing the ultimate decision.  
 
The notion that the pro se defendant stands alone before the power of the court is, of course, a little 
misleading. More often than not, they avail themselves of the advice of lawyers following the case to help 
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them build their defense. And lawyers are always available in the courtroom should the defendant change 
his mind and opt to use an attorney going forward. This way, counsel is ready to pick up where the 
defendant left off so there is no need to start the trial over.  
 
The model pro se defense for Karadzic is presumably that of his old ally, Milosevic, who used the strategy 
to essentially take charge of his own trial and drag out the proceedings for four years until his death in 
custody. "He was able to use his self-representation to control the proceedings and turn it into a political 
show," says Whiting. Karadzic knows the trial will probably be televised in Serbia, which gives the 
erstwhile fugitive a bully pulpit from which to rouse his supporters back home. "The cost of self-
representation is that trials will last longer and defendants get the chance to spread their ideologies," says 
Damaska. Which is why some lawyers have called for an end to self-representation at the tribunals 
altogether or at the very least, a tighter leash on defendants.  
 
Although the technicalities of establishing the guilt of a political leader like Karadzic for the murderous 
actions of his followers can be legally tricky, the former Bosnian Serb leader, already 63-years-old, may 
be assuming that he'll spend the remainder of his life behind bars. "Karadzic knows he can't defend 
himself against the most serious charges," says Damaska. "I don't think there is any downside to 
representing himself."  
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