
RVT best practice guides: 

Heating control

It’s a big challenge to keep a complex building site heated. Some heating systems are ineffective, some are unsafe or 
unreliable, and others prohibitively expensive. If adequate solutions aren’t found, productivity can slump, work already 
undertaken can degrade, and work could grind to a halt.

This best practice guide contains specific advice on how to reduce expenditure on temporary heating and keep your 
project firmly on track.

Staff welfare

Effective heating makes a big difference on site. Heat enables 
work to progress without interruption, and it also increases 
morale on site – 47% of employees report being more 
productive when working in a comfortable environment.

Without heating or drying-out equipment on site, you not only 
risk failing to meet project deadlines, but you also risk the 
health and wellbeing of your staff. Cold and damp conditions 
can leave workers more susceptible to colds and flu, sore 
throats, norovirus and asthma.

Is your on-site heating working for you?
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Maintaining a consistent internal climate is critical to project 
progress on site. In order to keep the wet trades working and 
prevent damage to work already carried out, the fabric of the 
building must be kept warm and dry. 
 
Lack of heating can lead to numerous knock-on effects. 
Activities such as floor laying and plastering can be delayed, 
and works can be compromised by the effects of damp and 
cold. All of this adds up to costly expenditure, reducing a 
project’s profitability.

Why is heating so important?



Are you heating or drying-out?
It’s important to match the correct heating solution to the application, otherwise you may 
cause more harm than good (cracked plaster or warped walls). An electric fan heater might be 
ideal for heating a small office or a workshop, whilst an indirect oil-fired heater can provide the 
air movement and dehumidification required for drying-out a new build. 

Is electricity readily available on site?
In a location without electricity, you may wish to consider an indirect oil-fired heater, which can 
be more energy-efficient and cost-effective in the long run.

How accessible is the building?
Indirect oil-fired heaters can be positioned outside a building with ducting running to the areas 
that need to be dried-out. Air distribution kits are often coupled with indirect oil-fired heaters to 
ensure even distribution of warm air around the building. Electric heaters, of course, do not have 
the same flexibility.

How reliable is the equipment?
Does your supplier check all equipment is in full working order before they send it out to you? 
Do they offer a breakdown service? How quickly can they guarantee a solution? RVT’s Climex 
heaters are serviced between every use, however if something does go wrong, an engineer will 
respond to your breakdown call within 2 hours. 

How safe is the equipment?
Gas bottles can pose a hazard on site. Fuel should be properly stored and secured at night to 
ensure that the site remains safe. If you are using electric heaters, you should ensure that the 
units have been PAT tested.

Is your heating/drying-out solution energy efficient?
RVT offers indirect oil-fired heaters that can achieve up to 92% efficiency. The Department for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy encourages the use of higher efficiency indirect warm 
air heaters for use in warehouses, retail sheds, sports centres, factories, and other buildings 
containing similarly large spaces (Carbon Trust, 2018).

Key considerations when hiring out temporary heating solutions

Indirect oil-fired heaters best fulfil the three 
requirements of effective drying-out: warmth, 
air movement and dehumidification.

Recommendation for
drying-out new builds
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RVT offers a broad range of heating solutions, suitable for a variety of applications.

Our range at a glance:

What solutions are available?

RVT also offers fan heaters, convector heaters, floor fans and dehumidifiers.

Climex Indirect Oil-Fired Heater 65m
The flow of warm heat from this unit through a building results in moisture

being released from surfaces, eliminating the need for dehumidifiers. This unit has recently been used 
with split ducting, as an effective way to dry-out three residential buildings simultaneously.

 

Climex Indirect Oil-Fired Heater 150m
This unit is well suited to maintaining temperatures for painting

encapsulated bridges and structures, and is also used to dry-out new schools and retirement homes.

Climex Indirect Oil-Fired Heater 170s
Robustly constructed, the heater housing remains cool to the touch, is rated to IP44

for weather protection and can be fitted with a wireless thermostat.

Climex Indirect Oil-Fired Heater 500s
RVT’s most powerful heater provides 500kW heating capacity at full load and enables warm air to be 

distributed to enclosed areas up to 180 metres away. Perfect for sprawling sites.

Climex Fan Heater 18FD
This 18kW fan heater is ideal for heating workshops and providing effective circulation of warm 
air in small spaces, with air flow of up to 2300m3/hr. 

Climex Indirect Oil-Fired Heater 110m
Creates positive pressure allowing large volumes of space to be heated from a single heater. 
This unit is a popular choice for flooring trades.

Climex Indirect Oil-Fired Heater 200m
This mobile heater supplies 200kW of dry heat and is perfect for drying out large new-build 
construction projects and for maintaining ambient temperatures for specialist finishes.

Climex Indirect Oil-Fired Heater 300s
This static heater is capable of long duct-runs, is quiet in operation and boasts a wireless 
thermostat option with a 200m range. The unit also offers re-circulation for maximum efficiency.



We know that every site is different, and that’s why we offer free site assessments to help you 
tailor a heating solution to your challenges. 

Our heating products and services have enabled cathedrals to be refurbished, retirement homes 
to be built, hospitals to be renovated and sizeable housing developments to complete on 
schedule. We can advise you as to the best models to suit your project, to keep your personnel 
comfortable and to preserve work already undertaken.

“I would just like to say thank you for supplying us with your 
very efficient heating system. It worked wonders on our site 
and allowed us to continue internal works without any delays in 
cold weather conditions. Your customer care service was also 
very good and I would have no hesitation in using RVT again.”

Andy Hall, Site Manager
Churchill Retirement Living

The key to effective heating control
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RVT believes that effective climate control can be managed in three easy steps:

Warmth – Heat raises the room temperature and so lowers the relative humidity 
of the air, allowing the air to absorb more water from surrounding surfaces.

Air Movement – Air movement across a substrate draws the water to the surface, 
where it evaporates.

Dehumidification – Dehumidification extracts water from the air, to be transferred 
away from the work area.
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