GSC Meeting 2018: Imagining shelter 2020 Report
Are we putting too much emphasis on structural safety?

Bill introduced the discussion by outlining the following issues that are most usefully summed up in the graph:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]3.4 million people die each year from waterborne disease (WHO)
· 4.3 million die from respiratory diseases; of these 1.3 million premature deaths can be attributed to indoor smoke inhalation from cooking 
· Of 300-600 million malaria sufferers, one million die each year
All of these are closely connected to the quality of housing: latrines, access to clean water, rainwater harvesting, indoor cooking without adequate chimneys or ventilation, mosquito netting in windows etc. 
By comparison:
· There are about 40,000 deaths each year from earthquakes
· 12,000 from storms – and of course most of these are not directly related to housing
· 7,000 from flooding




So given the opportunity to rebuild that is provided by a disaster, are we getting our priorities right? Do we put too much emphasis on structural safety? 

Discussion:
1. It is very rare to see a BoQ that includes items that go beyond structural safety, eg:
a. Solar lighting
b. Mosquito netting
c. Locks for doors etc
however many of these are “easy wins” that can make a significant difference.
2. It was discussed how these are potential, or often real, disasters, but we have no corresponding messaging.
3. Some other disease were also mentioned: TB (overcrowding); dengue (mosquito nets)
4. It was also discussed how other issues – notably protection – are also extremely important but rarely given the prominence they deserve. 
5. A clear implication was the need for integration with WASH, protection and health
6. It was recognised that the growing interest in cash, and multi-purpose cash in particular, will make this discussion all the more urgent: how do we generate the information that allows families to make informed choices that align with their priorities, needs and resources?
7. It was questioned whether these issues are really developmental rather than humanitarian. It was pointed out that improving structural safety could also be seen as more developmental, rather than humanitarian. It could fit well with the current nexus discussion.
Actions:
1. Involve other sectors – WASH, Health and protection – in a discussion around these issues.
2. Consider how this argument is also relevant to inclusion and disability (this actually came up through a subsequent discussion on disability).
3. Take this discussion to the Promoting Safer Building Working group.
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