
GSC Meeting - Geneva - 4/10/2018 - Discussion group: Prefabricated shelters as a response to humanitarian crises

The discussion took place Thursday 4 October 2018 during the first round at meeting room number four. We had 5 participants including representatives from the Private Sector, NGOs, and UNHCR.

Topic and strategic aim.
The aim of the session was to present and discuss different prefabricated shelter solutions available in the market nowadays, including tents, plastic sheeting, and the Refugee Housing Unit. The Refugee Housing Unit (RHU) is an innovative shelter solution, designed as a result of a Research & Development Project undertaken by UNHCR the Better Shelter (as a social enterprise), with the support of the IKEA Foundation. The goal of the discussion was to inform different humanitarian actors about the advantages and disadvantages of such shelter options, the contexts in which they work best, and UNHCR’s experience with the RHU, especially from the user’s perspective. 

Key messages and actions
The discussion aimed to present prefabricated shelter solutions and introduce the Refugee Housing Unit in the light of the official presentation and set up of the unit in the following day. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Key expected impact in 2020
The expected impact is to better inform the different humanitarian actors about the technical aspects and the use of the RHU as well as other prefabricated shelters in different operational contexts with the aim of improving its implementation. 

