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Introduction to NFI Needs Assessment
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Score Cards 

 Defining essential household items per HH key for survival: 
Assigning a score based on number of items and quality of 
items
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NFI and Shelter Indicators Alert Level

N° Topic Indicators Tools Description 1 2 3 4 5

1 N
F

I

Score NFI 

Household 

assessme

nt

Score (0 = good; 5 = worrisome/critical) calculated per household based on quantity and quality of goods 

present; 

Good that are considered: kitchen utensils (Pan), tools for collecting water (Can, Basin), bedding 

(blankets, sheets, mattress), Agricultural tools, et clothes (for women and children);

Threshold: if>=3,5

< 1 < 2 < 3 < 3.5 >= 3.5
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Democratic Republic of Congo Case Study: 
Reach Evaluation of the Tool in 2016
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Total Host IDPs Returnee
s

Jerry Cans 0,05 0,18 0,1 -0,14

Cooking Pan -0,15 -0,07 -0,08 -0,18

Washing Basin -0,08 -0,4 -0,07 0,11

Mattress

0,02 -0,28 0,2 -0,29

Sheet/Blanket

-0,05 0,41 -0,01 0,39

Agricultural 
tools -0,07 -0,12 -0,09 0,08

Women’s 
Clothes -0,08 0,5 0,1 0,02

Children’s 
Clothes 0,13 0,35 0,33 -0,18

• Weak Correlation for all 
categories between the 
data collected between 
observed Cluster partners

• This was due to differences 
in standards for data 
collected (For example, not 
all enumerators counted 
the number of jerry cans; 
damaged items were 
always assigned a score of 
1 to account for the 
poverty of the household 
and not their vulnerability 
caused by recent 
displacement; other times, 
they were assigned a score 
of .5 due to 
methodological guidance.
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Shelter Scoring System: Somalia
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Recommendations/Questions

 Clarification on sampling strategies for different target populations (returnee, 
displaced, host)

 Ensuring AAP and community consultation
– Capacity building with enumerators to understand the tool 
– Work with local authorities 
– Ensuring that evaluations occur when household is present 

 How to reduce subjectivity error in scoring for NFIs
– Including people in the area of origin in the sampling? (Could help in absence of 

baseline)
– What trends are noticed in NFIs brought during displacement and which Nfis are usually 

lost/destroyed during displacement
– Enhancing analysis of displacement to better understand vulnerability
– Secondary Analysis key to informing human reading of the situation and need for NFIs
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Score Cards in Asia Pacific
• Sometimes used as 

guidance to existing ways 
of assessing beneficiary 
eligibility

• Triangulate with 
government data such as 
social security


