Shelter Cluster Meeting
Wednesday 12 Aug 2015 
10:30 Am – 12:00

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Shelter Cluster Meeting
UNCC Conference Room

Participants:

	
No.
	
Name
	
Organization
	
Email

	1
	Abdikadir Abdullah
	CARE
	Abdikadir.abdullahi@care.org

	2
	Mohamoud Saeed
	UNOCHA
	saeednooh@un.org

	3
	Abdihakin M. Farah
	NRC
	Abdihakim.mohamed@nrc.no

	4
	Mohamed Ahmed Isse
	DRC
	m.amed@drcsomalia.org

	5
	Mohamed Salah
	UNHCR
	salah@unhcr.org

	6
	Ali Saleeban Jama
	NRC
	Ali.jama@nrc.no

	7
	Mukhtar Omar
	DRC
	m.omar@drcsomalia.org

	8
	Francis Lenoh
	UNOCHA
	lenoh@un.org


 

Agenda:

1. Permanent land donated by the local authority in Garowe/Bosaso;
2. Reported illegal rental charges impose on Jawle IDP settlement by local landlords;
3. AOB;

1.  Permanent Land donated by local authority in Garowe/Bosaso;

· Ministry of Interior has submitted a request to seek funds to carryout land demarcation works at the land sites donated for IDPs permanent housing in Garowe and Bosaso. The argument of the government is that the demarcation is a factor to physically show transfer of ownership of the land from the landlord to the government.

· NRC (ICLA) has some funds for land demarcation and planning purpose but the works shall be performed by them after thorough discussions and clarifications are made on the location and condition of the land. NRC had some difficult experience in the past on demarcation and permanent land donations in Bosaso.

· UNHCR has embarked sustainable solutions for IDPs in Puntland. Senior local authority including Governors and Mayors from Bosaso/Bari, Galkacyo/Mudug and Garowe/Nugaal as well as the Ministry of Interior and key partners for IDPs operations have been invited to attend integration workshop to take place in Addis on August 2015. UNHCR has some funds but wants to work closely with all other partners as IDPs response is a multi-sectorial with many players involving.

· Currently, CARE is not active in the shelter cluster sector but wishes to contribute IDPs in the aspects of livelihood. 

· DRC does not have specific funds for the land development for IDPs. They will contact their headquarters and confirm if funds can be available and conditions for their participation.

· Land dispute is endemic in Puntland and lack of clarity on due legal procedures is one of the factors hampering realization of IDPs land and housing rights in Puntland. We should avoid encouraging pervasive practices of artificial land donations by landlords with the hidden agenda of making opportunities out of the gifts.


· Need to establish protocol/specific procedures to guide verification process for the authenticity of the land donated for IDPs permanent solutions. The following is some of the preconditions required to follow prior International agencies intervention for land development;

· Government to acquire and submit legal claims to partners.
· Municipality to do the determining and marking off of the boundaries of the land.
· Partners with their physical planning technicians to visit the site of the land for verification and record site GPS coordinates.
· UNHABITAT to conduct a thorough technical assessment with the support of other partners physical planning engineers and declare whether or not the site is fit for human habitation.
· UNOCHA to prepare and submit formal notification and background details of the land for HCR endorsement and further action to source and secure funds.

Action points:   
a. UNOCHA to share the outcome of the minutes on the upcoming HCT meeting in Nairobi.
b. UNHCR and UNOCHA to draft formal letter to the Ministry of Interior with the details of the verification and legal procedures to follow prior land is being developed for the interest of IDPs in Puntland.


2. Reported illegal rental collections in Jawle IDP settlement;

· In early 2012, government has initiated negotiations on 5-8 years rent free leases from local landlords in Garowe to secure temporary shelter for IDPs relocated from various sites in the town. 

· There are 17 settlements established in Jawle with the IDPs population estimates of 2,000 Households. There have been increased reports indicating majority of IDPs in Jawle pay rental charges on monthly basis ranging b/w USD$5-10.

· In many occasions, UNHCR has raised to the Offices of the Governor, Mayor and Ministry of Interior on the escalating facts on challenges faced by IDPs on illegal rental charges. There has not been any effective action taken from the government end. Some of the landlords claim the lease agreement has expired therefore rental charges is their rights.


Action points: 
a. UNHCR and NRC to trace and find copies of the lease agreements between municipal authorities and landlords on lease of the land plots in Jawle.
b. A team comprising UNHCR, NRC, DRC, CARE, OCHA to conduct a field visit to meet with various committees in Jawle to collect evidences on the rental charges with specific details of how many settlements charged, how much and since when.


Meeting with Minister of Interior;

Shelter cluster partners to meet with the Minister of interior to deliver the official letter drafted on behalf of Shelter Cluster partners in Puntland. The letter clarifies the conditions and procedures set to follow land development for IDPs. In the same meeting, Shelter Cluster will raise the issue of the illegal rental charges imposed on IDPs in Jawle. The cluster partners will request senior government officials to urgently intervene this matter. 

Action point: UNHCR and UNOCHA to arrange meeting with Minister on Sunday 23rd August at his office in Garowe. 
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