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CARE International Policy on Asbestos
Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to clearly define CARE International’s position regarding the use of asbestos-containing materials.
Asbestos
Asbestos has been widely used in the construction industry around the world due to its heat resistant and insulating properties. It is often found in its various forms during humanitarian response operations   following conflicts and natural disasters, particularly during search and rescue operations in damaged buildings, clean-up of debris, and transitional settlement and reconstruction activities. 
All forms of asbestos, including chrysotile, are classified as known human carcinogens by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC). According to global estimates, an estimated 100,000 people die of asbestos-related diseases each year. Its use has consequently been banned in over 40 countries worldwide. 
However, booming construction industries’ need for cheap materials, the lack of alternatives and lack of awareness of the health risks account for a shift of asbestos consumption to the developing world, where there is little or no control legislation. The safe use of asbestos does not exist and there is no known acceptable safe exposure limit. [endnoteRef:1] [1:  These paragraphs are taken from Asbestos in Emergencies: Safer Handling and Breaking the Cycle, by Shelter Centre, ProAct Network and Disaster Waste Recovery] 

Policy
1. The use of asbestos in construction is absolutely forbidden: CARE International does not permit the use of asbestos in the construction, rehabilitation, retrofitting or repair of any building or structure as part of a CARE managed or CARE funded programme, including where any CARE entity is the contractor, sub-contractor, construction manager, material supplier, grant-holder or grant-manager.   

2. Asbestos will be handled only with appropriate precautions in place: If existing asbestos-containing material is discovered in a structure or on a site where a CARE entity is performing an incremental improvement, retrofit, renovation or repair, the CARE Entity shall adhere to more stringent of either:  
(i) all applicable local codes and regulations in the management of the construction activity, or
(ii) the following guidance:
a. Asbestos in Emergencies: Safer Handling and Breaking the Cycle, by Shelter Centre, ProAct Network & Disaster Waste Recovery
b. A0. Asbestos Essentials: Advice on non-licensed work with asbestos, by UK Health & Safety Executive
c. EM1. Asbestos Essentials: What to do if you uncover or damage materials that may contain asbestos, by UK Health & Safety Executive
CARE staff without training in handling asbestos, and appropriate equipment as required by the guidance above, will not touch it unless they have to for life-saving humanitarian reasons. 
Further guidance may be found at http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/essentials/index.htm. 
3. Information on the risks of using and handling asbestos will be provided to beneficiaries and affected people: Where it is known that asbestos is prevalent in buildings or in construction materials markets, and CARE entities are providing support services such as consultation and/ or technical assistance, information, education or legal assistance, and are not responsible for the construction or construction administration, CARE entities shall provide informational material to the homeowners and other partners outlining the risks of asbestos and self-help guidelines for managing those risks.
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