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Introduction
This concept note sets out a proposed framework for the future of “Build Back Safer” building education in Vanuatu following Cyclone Pam on 13 March 2015 and the lessons learned by the Shelter Cluster in the months since that disaster.
Background
1. Category 5 Cyclone Pam struck Vanuatu on 13 March 2015 causing widespread damage, including damage to housing and building infrastructure.
2. The Shelter Cluster was rapidly deployed to address the needs for emergency shelter and NFI materials.
3. On 21 March 2015, during the relief phase of the response to Cyclone Pam, the Shelter Cluster identified a need to further support building education and awareness in affected communities. See VANUATU SHELTER CLUSTER, TC Pam – “Build Back Safer”, Housing Reconstruction Programme, Draft Concept Note.
4. Since 21 March, the Shelter Cluster, through the TWIG, has further developed its thinking about how to provide quality building education and awareness to communities, builders, and education providers in Vanuatu.
5. Some members of the Shelter Cluster have been providing community education in building on an ad-hoc basis since the cyclone. The effectiveness of this training is in the process of being evaluated.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal
1. Subject to proper assessment and evaluation, building education is to be provided at three stages ie. community stage, building practitioner stage, and building trainer stage. 
2. Each stage of building education is to be coordinated with, and linked to, the other stages so that students at one stage can use what they learn as a ‘stepping stone’ to the next stage.
3. It is envisaged that education at the community stage will not be accredited, but some, although not all, of the education provided at the building practitioner and building trainer stages will be accredited.
4. Building education at all stages will include traditional as well as modern building systems, and hybrids of the two systems.
5. Building education providers will include NGOs, VIT, RTCs, TVET and APTC. The providers will be encouraged to work together to ensure uniformity and consistency of approach.
6. Building education curricula will be closely linked to any relevant new or existing building guidelines, standards and codes in Vanuatu.
7. The development and implementation of building education curricula is to be overseen and coordinated by the Shelter Cluster under the leadership of PWD and DLA, and where necessary, authorised by the VQA.
8. Funding for building education programmes will be provided by, or through, the entities providing each programme. The Shelter Cluster will, wherever possible, explore further funding avenues.
Recommendations
1. The Shelter Cluster discuss and refine the contents of this Concept Note so it is acceptable to all stakeholders before 31 July 2015.
2. The Shelter Cluster obtain the written agreement of the providers of building education to commit to a coordinated and integrated approach to building education in Vanuatu before 31 July 2015.

Contact details
The trustees of the Butterfly Trust, Dave and Lynn Colbert, can be contacted at david.lynn@butterflytrust.org, or on telephone 5977929 or +6421981553.








