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IDP Settlement Solar grid installation in Kismayo– UNHCR Somalia 

CLUSTER SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 
SO1: Contribute to the protection of newly displaced people and 

those affected by natural hazards. (NFIs, ESKs) 
SO2: Improve the living conditions of the protracted internally 

displaced persons (Transitional shelters, NFIs) 
SO3: Facilitate access to durable solutions for IDPs that are 

willing to locally integrate or return (Permanent shelters) 

 
NEEDS ANALYSIS 
Somalia faces an enormous internal displacement crisis, 
fuelled by drought, conflict, forced evictions and floods. There 
are around 2.6 million people are internally displaced in 
Somalia currently residing in urban and peri-urban informal 
settlements. These are crowded settlements, with insufficient 
access to basic services and poor shelter conditions that raise 
protection and health concerns. The IDPs remain in need of 
improved Shelter and NFIs support for protection from harsh 
climatic conditions, overall improvements to their living 
conditions and improvement to their chances of accessing 
livelihoods and durable solutions. 

GAPS / CHALLENGES  
 There is need to build partners' capacity on cash 

programming. More data needs to be captured in order to 
use existing functioning markets to respond to emergencies 

 In some when land is provided by the government e.g. in 
Baidoa, Kismayo and Galkacyo, partners lack sufficient 
resources to support them to relocate. In this regard, there is 
need to support affected population to be self-reliant, as 
opposed to constantly relying on humanitarian aid. 

 Low funding for the sector continues to be the biggest 
concern 

RESPONSE 
In September 2018: 

 78 persons were assisted with emergency non-food 
assistance. Emergency NFI packages including plastic 
sheeting, blankets, jerry cans, sleeping mats and kitchen sets. 
These are core items for daily household use and survival. 

 11,100 persons have been assisted with Emergency Shelter 
Kits in September. An emergency shelter kit includes plastic 
sheets, supporting poles and a rope for tying down the 
structure. This provides the most basic shelter which can offer 
protection from extreme weather. 
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SHELTER CLUSTER CONTACTS 
 
Cluster Coordinator 
Nurta Mohamed Adan 
adan@unhcr.org      / +252 615682233 
 
Shelter Cluster Support Associate 
Padmore Ochieng Okal 
okal@unhcr.org / +254 723 793 105 
 
 

KEY DOCUMENTS 
 https://www.sheltercluster.org/response/som

alia  
 

 
KEY LINKS 
 https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/o

perations/somalia/emergency-shelter-and-
nfi 

 http://reliefweb.int/country/som 

 
KEY FIGURES 

  24      1.5M / 1.3M 
Cluster partners     People in need / targeted 

 
FUNDING (source: OCHA Financial Tracking 

Service) 
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Environment, Urbanization and Settlement Planning Model

ARC, in partnership with UNHCR, successfully developed and implemented a program for improving the housing 
and living conditions of 422 returnees by creating permanent shelters within the new settlements in the outskirt of 
Kismayo proper. 

The first phase of the project constructed 202 permanent one-unit houses in Kismayo and 162 in Afmadow. The 
second phase of the project aimed to consolidate, scale up and improve the settlement. 

  

The scale up and improvement of housing was achieved by constructing 100 two-unit housing with verandas and 
toilets as well improved access to basic services (e.g. roads, clean water, electricity, school, market, health clinic, 
and police post.). The provision of infrastructure and other basic services to the settlement sites was well planned 
and is expected to result in urban growth. This will include serviced urban plots for the host community and improved 
access to services already in short supply for both the urban poor and residents in general. The increased value of 
land around the areas, along with the amenities, were advantageous to the landlords and to growth of the city as a 
whole. 

The MCH and school will be fully equipped to serve the community and, in coordination with relevant ministries, have 
them operational. Furthermore, ARC in collaboration with G.I.Z. is working on water infrastructure around the 
ARC/UNHCR shelter sites to ensure that households will have access to safe drinking water in close proximity to 
their new homes. Currently through UNHCR support, ARC is providing fresh drinking water to the households. 

Furthermore, ARC also engaged solar Gen, a solar company which has equipped the settlement with lighting. By 
establishing a solar power station and mini grid, ARC through UNHCR provided electricity to 100 houses as well as 
to the public facilities in the area, water systems and street lighting infrastructure. Having access to affordable 
electricity is a prerequisite for poverty reduction, security and improved quality of life. 

 
Environmentally friendly planned refugee returnee settlement in Kismayo 

 


