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Permanent shelters for relocated IDPs in Gaalkacyo – UNHCR Somalia 

CLUSTER SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 
SO1: Contribute to the protection of newly displaced people and 

those affected by natural hazards. (NFIs, ESKs) 
SO2: Improve the living conditions of the protracted internally 

displaced persons (Transitional shelters, NFIs) 
SO3: Facilitate access to durable solutions for IDPs that are 

willing to locally integrate or return (Permanent shelters) 

 
NEEDS ANALYSIS 

• Somalia faces an enormous internal displacement crisis, fuelled 
by drought, conflict, forced evictions and floods. There are 
around 2.6 million people are internally displaced in Somalia 
currently residing in urban and peri-urban informal settlements. 

• Most of the IDPs are living in crowded settlements, without 
sufficient access to basic services, with poor shelter conditions 
that raise protection and health concerns. The IDPs remain in 
need of improved Shelter and NFIs support.  

• The IDPs have limited access to livelihoods and poor chances 
to durable solutions. 

GAPS / CHALLENGES  
Low funding is an outstanding challenge is Shelter response in 
Somalia 
There is high influx of IDPs in some areas where there are no 
prepositioned shelter/NFI stocks. 
Poor coordination at regional level. In some cases it is not clear 
which government office to coordinate with. 
Lack of proper strategies to support affected population to be 
self-reliant, as opposed to constantly relying on humanitarian 
aid. 

RESPONSE 
In December 2018: 75,509 persons were assisted with 

emergency non-food items. NFI kit includes plastic sheeting, 
blankets, jerry cans, sleeping mats and kitchen sets 
• 20,455 persons have been assisted with Emergency Shelter 
Kits in December. An emergency shelter kit includes plastic 
sheets, supporting poles and a rope for tying down the structure. 
• 600 persons have been assisted with Transitional Shelter in 
December. This is an incremental shelter assistance for affected 
that seek to maintain alternative options for their recovery. 
• 2292 persons have been assisted with Permanent Shelter. 
• 4200 persons have been assisted with solar lamps. 
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SHELTER CLUSTER CONTACTS 
 
Cluster Coordinator 
Nurta Mohamed Adan 
adan@unhcr.org      / +252 615682233 
 
Shelter Cluster Support Associate 
Padmore Ochieng Okal 
okal@unhcr.org / +254 723 793 105 
 
 

KEY DOCUMENTS 
 https://www.sheltercluster.org/response/som

alia  
 

 
KEY LINKS 
 https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/o

perations/somalia/emergency-shelter-and-
nfi 

 http://reliefweb.int/country/som 

 
KEY FIGURES 

  24      1.5M / 1.3M 
Cluster partners     People in need / targeted 

 
FUNDING (source: OCHA Financial Tracking 

Service) 
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SHELTER AND PROTECTION SITUATION IN IDP CAMPS 

Between 28th October to 10th December 2018, UNICEF in collaboration with 11 other Partners undertook a safety 
audit in south central Somalia covering the regions of Banadir, Baidoa & Dollow targeting 47 IDP sites in 7 districts. 
The objective of the safety audit was to assess the safety and security concerns for women and girls within the 
targeted IDP sites to inform actions that would include putting in place risk mitigation measures and other advocacy 
interventions with service providers. 

76.6% of shelters assessed are not built with solid materials but are made up of temporary materials like plastic 
sheets or old clothes. The shelters are made of ropes, used plastic sheets, dump clothes and sticks.  59.5 % of 
accessed shelters lack secure doors with locks. 

84.44% of shelters assessed are housing more than six people. Some house-hold were found to be sheltering 
more than 12 people who included visitors and relatives who have no place to stay. Also, 68.89% of shelters were 
found to have multiple families sharing the same space.  

Similarly,85% of the respondents reported that their shelters lack private sleeping areas. 

Reports of breakages, breaches or thefts were reported by 55.81% of respondent interviewed. The breakages are 
reported to be happening mostly during the day when most people are out working but was reported to be more 
rampant during food distribution days. Those interviewed indicated that the frail nature of their shelter (temporal 

 
A typical IDP settlement in Somalia – Refugee International 
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with no door/locks) & a camp lacking protective fence has made it easier for thieves to break in and steal their 
belongings. 

It is evident that GBV cases are prevalent in IDP settlements due to the poor nature of the shelters. This is 
exacerbated by the fact that most of these settlements do not have latrines near the shelters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Providing proper shelter and NFI assistance integrated with WASH and Protection programs would go a long way in 
improving the safety of women, girls and children in IDP settlements in Somalia. 

 

 

 
 

23.4 40.43

84.44
68.89

55.81
14.89

76.6
59.57

15.56 31.11 44.19

85.11

0
20
40
60
80

100

Shelters have 
walls built of solid 

material

Shelters have 
secure doors with 

locks

some shelters are 
housing more 

than six people

there are multiple 
families sharing 

the same shelter

there is report of 
breakages, 

breaches or thefts 
in the shelter

shelters have 
private sleeping 

areas

Shelter Characteristics

Yes No


