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Existing IEC materials review - Malawi

(Step 2 of the Self-Recovery Protocol)
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Promoting Safer Building Working Group
October 2020 Meeting

2

Shelter related IECs in the context of Malawi.

Sources: 
• GSC website
• Humanitarian Library
• NGOs and UN agencies such as UNHCR, IOM, IFRC, CRS among others

Most of the materials relate to the 2015 floods
• Guidance notes
• Manuals, handbooks
• Shelter design/construction guides
• Training curricula
• Communication materials
• Reports

100+ documents database / 20 most relevant



Guidance notes
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GSC - Shelter NFI Common Standard Guidance 
for Flood Response 2015
endorsed by Emergency Shelter and Camp 
Management Cluster Malawi

- Instructive
- Specifications of tools/materials/kits

(construction + HH)
- Emergency focused



Manuals & Handbooks
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MRC – (2) Repair 
and Retrofit 
Handbook for 
dwellings in Malawi 
+ Revision

GoM / MRC / 
UNHABITAT –
Guidelines for Safer 
House Construction.
Technical Manual

MRC – Supplementary 
handbook to 
Guidelines for Safer 
House Construction



Shelter design/construction 
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MRC / GoM – Guidelines for 
safer house construction. 
Construction details

MRC / GoM – Guidelines for 
safer house construction. Design

MRC / GoM – Guidelines for 
safer house construction. 
Retrofitting - Improving existing 
houses



Shelter design/construction 

Promoting Safer Building Working Group
October 2020 Meeting

6

CADECOM / CRS – Affordable 

Housing for Flood Risk and 

Heavy Rain

IFRC – Malawi flood shelter 
design

IFRC / Malawi Red Cross –
Malawi flood temporary shelter 
design procedure



Shelter design/construction 
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IOM – IOM Malawi 

Emergency Shelter 

Construction Guidelines

IOM / All hands volunteers –
Temporary Shelter Layout and 
Cut Guide



Training & Communication
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CRS / CADECOM - Safer Earth 
Building for Floods and Rains + 
Builder Training Curriculum (2)

GSC- BUILD BACK BETTER 

Guidance on Building Flood Resistant 

Communities 

GSC- Key Shelter Safety Messages-
2015 Malawi Floods and Storms



Reports
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CRS 
• Constructing Homes by Adapting Traditional Building Resilient Strategy for 

living with Floods (case study)
• CRS - Malawi Floods and Rains Recovery Program. Learning from tradition 

(report)
• Extending impact. Factors influencing households to adopt hazard-resistant 

construction practices in post-disaster settings + review (2)

UN HABITAT – Living with floods



Current
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CARD / CRS – Construction 
Manual for Shelter Recovery. 
Resilient Local Construction 
for Heavy-Rain and Flood 
Prone Areas

CARD / CRS – Nsanje Flood Response. Builder 
Training Curriculum facilitator notes + presentation 
(2)


