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OPEN THE EYES:

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
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OPEN THE EARS: 

LISTEN TO PEOPLE AND ASK QUESTIONS 
BEFORE GIVING ANSWERS

24/07/2020 

|  STEP 1: UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT  | SHELTER RESPONSE PROFILE  | CONTEXT ANALYSIS      



OPEN THE MIND: 

BECAUSE WE FIND MANY ANSWERS IN 
PEOPLE’S PRACTICES AND IN THE 

INTELLIGENCE OF LOCAL SOLUTIONS
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Shelter response profiles (scale of Malawi – 1st stage)

• A 60 pages A4 document

• Objectives: Help actors understand the relevance of Local Building Cultures and 
integrate them into their projects after more accurate and localized context 
analysis

Context analysis (scale of the locality – 2nd stage)

• A methodology for localized context analysis regarding Local Building Cultures, with Focus Group 
Discussions, site visits, report writing… 

• Objectives: Help actors in understanding local context and assessing Local Building Cultures and 
integrating them into their projects

To find the existing SRP: https://www.sheltercluster.org/promoting-safer-building-working-
group/library/shelter-response-profiles

Step 1 – Activity 1

Step 1 – Activity 2
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SHELTER RESPONSE 
PROFILES

Shelter response profiles 

7 countries already studied:

• FIJI (En) -> https://www.sheltercluster.org/promoting-safer-building-working-group/library/shelter-response-profiles

• ECUADOR (Sp) -> https://www.sheltercluster.org/promoting-safer-building-working-group/documents-0

• HAITI (Fr) -> https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_TTG4Ds-jcQSC1kbDI2YXZDN0U

• BANGLADESH (En) -> https://www.sheltercluster.org/promoting-safer-building-working-group/documents/bangladesh-local-building-cultures-
resilience-and

• ETHIOPIA (En) -> https://www.sheltercluster.org/ethiopia/documents/ethiopia-country-profile

• DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (Fr) -> https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/fiche_reponse_abris_-_rdc_sud-est_-
_version_finale_hq_-_2019_01.pdf

• TONGA (En) -> In country validation in progress
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1. Introduction 

2. Country profile 
2.1. General description 

2.2. Demographic, cultural and socioeconomic data 

2.3. Natural hazards, environment and climate change 
impacts 

3. Land, housing, construction and DRR in Malawi 
3.1. Regulatory framework

3.2. Institutional framework and organisations involved

3.3. Land, housing and property

3.4. Construction sector 

4. Description of local habitat 
4.1. Households description
4.2. Access to water, sanitation and other services
4.3. Organisation of settlements and conditions of use of 
habitat
4.4. Available construction materials
4.5. Local affordable or self-built housing types 
4.6. Description per region (is it relevant?)

CONTENT

5. Learning from local habitat 
5.1. Hazard resistant practices 

5.2. Prevailing dangerous construction practices 

5.3. Lifespan, extensions and maintenance

5.4. Green design, comfort features and aesthetics

5.5. Health issues related to housing

5.6. Protection, gender and environment

5.7. Sociocultural practices fostering resilience

5.8. Evolution of local building cultures

6. Examples of projects based on local building 
cultures 

7. Additional resources and bibliography
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SHELTER RESPONSE 
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SHELTER RESPONSE 
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1
Collection of information

WHAT CONTRIBUTIONS ARE NEEDED/DESIRABLE FROM THE TWIG FOR THE SRP?

All of you can contribute sending us EXISTING reports, documents, information, images, 
photos, videos, resources, etc., about:
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SHELTER RESPONSE 
PROFILE MALAWI

local building cultures/practices 
+ 

habitat / settlements / shelter
+ 

shelter / habitat projects…
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2
Focal group for active participation in the production of the profile 

(follow-up, review, redaction if desired) 

WHAT CONTRIBUTIONS ARE NEEDED/DESIRABLE FROM THE TWIG FOR THE SRP?

A group of persons willing to participate more closely in the production of this document.

The work on this profile will certainly be the subject of rich exchanges between the 
redaction team and the TWIG in the coming months for writing and review…

If you wish to make part of the Focal group for redaction and/or review, please let us know
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STEP 1: UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT

ACTIVITY 2: LOCALISED CONTEXT ANALYSIS
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Last version of the simplified 
methodology for context analysis 
(work in progress):
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/a227c
4d4-aa66-4ead-b3cf-
ea424f7e31f5/downloads/CRAterre%20Ma
nual%20diagnosis%20local%20constructio
n%20E.pdf?ver=1592992963295

To go further:
https://craterre.hypotheses.org/999
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CONTEXT ANALYSIS

(Localized)
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Iterative method

1. Understanding the context / 
preliminary studies

2. Planning / design

3. Implementation

4. Evaluation

↓

Facilitates upscaling

ITERATIVE 
METHOD
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THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION

ANY QUESTIONS?
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